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OVER 500 Armed Forces 
personnel - including 
almost 200 from the 
Navy - have won praise 
from all quarters for 
‘doing brilliantly’ in 
providing Liverpool 
with emergency cover 
during the Merseyside 


firemen’s strike, writes 
Steve Harwood L 

For the 530 Service peo¬ 
ple it was a true baptism of 
fire as they and their 25 vin¬ 
tage Green Goddess vehi¬ 
cles responded to an 
avalanche of emergency 
calls. 

After the strike started on 
July 13, they received over 




1,000 calls during that week¬ 
end - three times more than 
would normally be expected, 
with a five-fold increase in 
hoax and malicious calls. 

Members of the 197 RN contin¬ 
gent opened accounts when they 
dealt with a car fire on the first day 
of the eight-day stoppage over 
plans to recruit non-uniformed 
staff into senior positions. 

As Navy News went to press, 
the striking firemen decided to 
extend their dispute for a further 
eight days - and that meant the 
Green Goddesses and their crews 
would have to stay on in 
Merseyside. 

During the first phase of the 
dispute, the most serious incident 
had been a major fire at a 
Southport scrapyard, tackled by 
four Green Goddesses on the 
night of July 15-16. But for three 
RN ratings a more routine incident 
could have turned into something 
far more dramatic. 

PO(M) Bob Willis and MEMs 
Jack Russell and Richard Lark 
attended what appeared to be a 
rubbish fire in Toxteth. They had 
started to dowse the flames when 
they noticed a butane gas cylinder 

■ Turn to page 8 


■ FUTURE OF DRYAD, COLLINGWOOD p44 ■ FLEET HQ MOVE p9 
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Last formation flight of the Old Guard 




THREE small vessels had rea¬ 
son to be thankful for Naval 
help when they got into trouble 
in British waters within days of 
each other. 

Involved in the separate rescues 
of two yachts and a fishing boat 
were the frigate HMS Monmouth, 
a Lynx helicopter from 702 Naval 
Air Squadron at RN air station 
Yeovilton - and Naval cadets man¬ 
ning a tall ship. 

The Type 23 frigate played a key 
role in the rescue of the yacht 
Seren when she got into difficulties 
in dense fog and winds gusting to 
30 knots in the Irish Sea. 

The Monmouth, on sea training, 
picked up the yacht's mayday mes¬ 
sage as trie craft was on her way to 
the Azores on July 5. The Scren’s 
skipper had injured his back and 
his wife, who had little seafaring 
experience, was left to man the 
helm in visibility of less than 
200yds. 

Dublin Coastguard scram¬ 
bled a helicopter and sent 
the Arklow lifeboat, but it 
was Monmouth - which had 
been within 15 miles of the 
Seren - that arrived on the 
scene first. 

Mermbcrs of her ship’s company 
were sent across to the yacht in her 
scaboat. Medical personnel 
assessed and stablised the injured 
man, while seamen took control of 
the yacht until the emergency ser¬ 
vices arrived. 

The Lynx rescue came on June 
10 when the aircraft, on a training 
flight, sighted a distress signal five 


FIFTIETH anniversary of the 
first flight of the Sea Vixen, 
one of the Navy’s most suc¬ 
cessful jet aircraft, will be 
marked with a special event at 
the Fleet Air Arm Museum at 
RN air station Yeovilton. 

Debut of the de Havilland 
D110 prototype came on 
September 26, 1951, and the 
museum is arranging a special dis¬ 
play on September 29 including 
appearance of the only Hying 
example of the aircraft, the show¬ 
ing of archive film, and the pres¬ 
ence of experts to answer ques¬ 
tions. There will also be a bar and 
buffet supper. 

Tickets cost £25 per head and 
for details contact the museum’s 
Marketing Department on 01935 
842614 or 842619, or e-mail 
info @fleetai rarm. com 

The Sea Vixen was the Navy’s 
first swept-wing, two-seat, all- 
weather fighter and served with 
five FAA squadrons - 766, 890. 
892, 893 and 899. It was opera¬ 
tional from 1959-72. 

■ Don’t miss the Navy News 
special feature on the Sea 
Vixen in our next issue. 


The Council did. however back 
the call that the RNA take steps to 
bring about implementation of the 
Protection of Military Remains Act 
1986. It also supported a call that 
all known Naval war graves be des¬ 
ignated controlled sites within the 
meaning of the Act. 

Without Council support, 
delegates voted for con- 
trolled-site protection for 
war graves whose positions 
are not at present known, 
and that an exclusion zone 
of 100 metres be imposed 
around sea graves for 100 
years from the time of loss 
of the vessels or aircraft. 

Proposing the series of motions. 
John Kidd of Newton Abbot 
branch, said the 1986 Act had 
never been implemented due to 
logistics and finance - “but 1 do not 
see why that should stop the Act 
being invoked,” he said. “We 
should, as an Association, take a 
leading part in getting the 
Government to listen.” 

He said that, off the shores of 
the UK, 180 vessels had been lost 
through military action or accident 
- most of them British. Seventy- 
five of them had no officially 
known location - although, said 
Mr Kidd, many of them were 
known to diving groups. 

An exclusion zone around the 
sites would provide solace to the 
families of shipmates who would 
feel that some protection was 
being given to the resting places of 
their loved ones. 


Rescue hat-trick by 
air, sea - and sail 


• Yacht rescuers of 702 Squadron - (l-r) Lts Steve Crockatt, Mark 
Graham and Juliet Scott . It was one of three missions of mercy 
that Naval units on training tasks carried out in British waters with - 
in a matter of days. 


miles south of Durleston Head 
near Swanagc. The flare had come 
from a small fishing boat with five 
men on board. 

Captain of the aircraft, Lt Mark 
Graham said: “Although not in 


immediate danger, the men clearly 
needed assistance as darkness was 
falling, so I called the Coastguard 
Agency who immediately launched 
a lifeboat. 

The pilot, Lt Steve Crockatt, 


assisted by student observer Lt 
Juliet Scott, flew the Lynx at slow 
speed and remained on the scene 
for nearly an hour, reassuring the 
men in the boat. 

'Hie helicopter then helped the 
lifeboat to locate the vessel quickly 
by illuminating it. 

Six days later the Sail 
Training Association ship 
Stavros S. Niarchos had just 
arrived in Dartmouth har¬ 
bour when she was asked to 
help in the search for a 
French yacht stranded and 
out of fuel in thick fog. 

The 35 University RN Unit 
cadets on board set sail again and 
acted as spotters in the ship’s 118ft 
high rigging. Though the ship was 
the last to receive the call, and at 
11 miles distant was the furthest 
from the scene, the cadets were the 
first to snot the yacht. 

URNU cadets now regularly 
form the crew of tall ships by 
arrangement with the STA. It is 
seen by the Royal Navy as a valu¬ 
able part of their general naval 
development. 

■ HMS Monmouth’s new flag 
- page 41. 


Sea Vixen 
first flight 
jubilee 


SOME OF the Royal Navy’s oldest heli¬ 
copters are to leave the front line - for an 
upgrade which will keep them in service 
until the end of the decade. 

These three Mark 2 Sea Kings from A Flight 
849 Naval Air Squadron based at Culdrose, took 
to the skies in formation to commemorate the 
last time such an event could happen. 

The first aircraft has already been sent for 
modifications and conversion to Mark 7, and the 
Flight will not reassemble until the end of next 
year. 

The first of the Flight’s aircraft to undergo 
transformation, XV664, also happens to be one of 
the oldest production machines in the Fleet Air 


Arm. having entered service in May 1970. 

The helicopter has more than 10,000 hours on 
the clock, but once fitted with new pulse Doppler 
radar - giving it overland airborne early warning 
capability - this veteran warrior will be a useful 
asset until around 2010, by which time it will be 
about 40 years old. 

The formation flight, over Land’s End and the 
Cornish countryside, also coincided with one of 
the last flights of 849 A Flight’s Commanding 
Officer, Lt Cdr Martin Flanagan, before he leaves 
the Service. 

However, the Flight is maintaining its Celtic 
link by replacing its Irish boss with a Scot - Lt 
Cdr Mac McKenzie. 


Navy veterans 
vote for action 
on sea graves 

BRITAIN’S Naval veterans organisation has decided to back calls for greater pro¬ 
tection of maritime graves. 

Delegates at the Royal 


Naval Association annual 
conference at Clacton-on-Sca 
came out overwhelmingly in 
favour of calls for the law to 


he put into effect to prevent 
the pillage and disturbance of 
wreck sites by some commer¬ 
cial and sport divers. 

All four parts of a motion pro¬ 


posed by Newton Abbot branch of 
the RNA (seconded by Wells) were 
voted through without any dele¬ 
gate speaking against them - and 
in the face of the Association’s 
National Council lack of support 
for two of the clauses. 


Consultation move over Cavalier memorial 


VETERANS and other interested 
groups and individuals are being 
asked their views on what form a 
national World War II destroyer 
memorial should take. 

Since Britain's only surviving 
wartime destroyer. HMS Cavalier, was 
saved from the scrapyard three years 
ago there have been plans to make her 
the centre of a national destroyer 
memorial. 

Now a visitor attraction at Chatham 
Historic Dockyard, she is administered 
by the HMS Cavalier (Chatham) Trust 
which is overseeing a long-term reno¬ 
vation programme backed by the 
Heritage Lottery Fund. 

An independent Memorial Steering 
Group was set up by the Trust under 


the chairmanship of the Dean of 
Rochester, the Very Rev. Edward 
Shotter, with representatives from the 
Royal Navy, Royal Naval Association, 
the Royal British Legion and other 
groups including the HMS Cavalier 
Association. 

There has, however, been some con¬ 
troversy as to what form the memorial 
should take, and against this back¬ 
ground the steering group has issued 
a consultation paper before any deci¬ 
sion is taken on the precise location 
and form of the memorial. 

Jane Sharman, chairman of the HMS 
Cavalier Trust, said one of the main 
reasons for preserving the ship was to 
present her as a memorial to the thou¬ 
sands who lost their lives in Royal 
Navy destroyers in 1939-45. 


She said: “Both the Trustees and the 
Memorial Steering Group are very keen 
to ensure that the views of as wide a 
number of veterans and other interested 
groups or individuals as possible are 
taken into consideration at an early 
stage of this process. 

“All views expressed will be consid¬ 
ered . . . following this the Group will 
publish a short report on its conclu¬ 
sions.” 

Among the key issues as seen by 
the steering group are whether the 
memorial should also commemorate 
those who died in Commonwealth 
destroyers and in British-built ships 
manned by allies; whether a list of 
names should be compiled; and 
whether the memorial should take the 
form of a Roll of Honour, inscribed 


plaques, a work of art or sculpture, or a 
chapel of remembrance. 

Also to be considered is whether the 
memorial should be on board Cavalier, 
nearby, or elsewhere in the dockyard 
such as in one of the two surviving 
Naval chapels there. 

The Trust is hoping to obtain 
£200,000 towards the cost of the 
memorial from appeal funds and from 
the next round of Lottery funding. 

The consultation document has 
been issued widely, but anyone who 
has not received it and who wishes to 
make their views known should obtain 
it from the HMS Cavalier (Chatham) 
Trust Ltd, Admiral’s Offices, The 
Historic Dockyard, Chatham, Kent, ME4 
4TZ. Responses must be made by 
August 31. 


National Council Vice 
Chairman David White told 
the conference that the 
Council could not see how 
protection could be given to 
unknown locations. 

On the matter of exclusion 
zones, he said establishment of the 
zones was likely to take years of 
internalional negotiation and 
could delay implementation of 
those parts of the motion that the 
Council did support. 

General Secretary of the 
Association. Cap* Bob McQueen 
RN. told Navy Nnvs that the RNA 
had responded to the Govern¬ 
ment’s consultation document on 
the issue, their views being submit¬ 
ted before the closing date of last 
May 15. He said the Association’s 
response had included the sugges¬ 
tion that, at first, implementation 
of protection be trialed at a limited 
number of sites. 

■ RNA Conference - pi 8-19. 
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scores three firsts in China 


A VISIT to China by the First Sea Lord, Admiral Sir 
Nigel Essenhigh, achieved three first for the Royal 
Navy. 

His programme with the People s Liberation Army 
(Navy) took him to sea for half a day in the Luhai destroy¬ 
er Shenzen - understood to make him the first foreign 
high-ranking officer to be invited to sea in a Chinese war¬ 
ship. 

He was also the first Royal Navy officer to visit the 
Guangzhou Naval Academy - the Chinese equivalent of 
HMS Dryad - and also to see the shipyard at Huangpu. 

Admiral Essenhigh also visited the Chinese Naval 


Headquarters in Beijing and was welcomed on board the 
Jangwei ll-class frigate 564 in Zhanjiang. 

The Royal Navy’s links with the PLA Navy could be fur¬ 
ther strengthened if the Shenzen and a logistic support 
vessel, the Dongyun, visit the UK at the end of the sum¬ 
mer. 

The two warships are deploying to Europe and are plan¬ 
ning to visit three or four countries. If they do come along¬ 
side in the UK, it would be the first time a Chinese-built 
warship has made such a visit. 

• First Sea Lord Admiral Sir Nigel Essenhigh visits the 
Chinese Janwei-class frigate 564 in Zhanjiang. 




Seahawk top 
volunteer band 
trophy tally 

MUSICIANS from RN air station Culdrosc led the way at the 
Royal Navy Volunteer Band Festicval at HMS Drake. 

Eight hands, made up of both 
military and civilian personnel, 
took part, watched by a crowd of 
200 spectators - and HMS 
Seahawk took four of the ten tro¬ 
phies. 

The Bands’ departing president. 

Vice Admiral Sir Jeremy 
Blackham, was presented with a 
ceremonial drum by Capt Andy 
Henderson RM . in gratitude for 
his many years of support. 

• Drummers from HMS 
Collingwood Volunteer Band 
line up to defend their title for 
Best Drum Display 2000 - they 
lost to HMS Neptune. 


Birthday cake 
for Trafalgar 


LCHEF Jan Fiandre baked a special cake to mark the 20th 
birthday of the Devonport-based nuclear submarine HMS 
Trafalgar - cut by Sarah, wife of her Commanding Officer 
Cdr Robert Fancy, aided by MEM Lewis Taylor (18), the 
youngest member of the ship’s company. 

Over 100 people shared the celebrations, which Cdr 
Fancy said provided a welcome opportunity for families to 
ask questions and learn about the support available to them 
when the submarine was away at sea. See The Time of Your 
Lives’, page 33. 

Meanwhile the fourth Trafalgar-class boat, HMS Torbay, 
was rededicated at Devonport after a two year refit there - 
at a ceremony attended by her first CO, Rear Admiral Rob 
Strevens, now Flag Officer Submarines. 


No sign of Gulf syndrome 

A NEW report on a clinical study of 1,(KK) Gulf War veterans has found 
no evidence of a unique ‘Gulf War syndrome’. 

The findings have been published in the Journal of the Royal Army 
Medical Corps and cover the second 1,000 people to be seen under the 
Ministry of Defence’s Gulf Veterans Medical Assessment Programme. 

Of the I, IKK) who attended the programme in 1997-98, 7% were well at 
the time. Of the 204 others, the most common Gulf-related illnesses were 
psychiatric, with post-traumatic stress disorder the most common. 


RESULTS: 

Best Drum Major - HMS Northwood. 

Best Drum Display - HMS Neptune 

Best Marching Display - HMS 
Seahawk 

Best Concert Performance - HMS 
Collingwood. 

Best All Round Volunteer Band - HMS 
Seahawk. 

Best Fleet Air Arm Band - HMS 
Seahawk 

Best Soloist - HMS Neptune 

Runner up Concert Performance - 
HMS Seahawk 

Runner up Best All Round Volunteer 
Band - HMS Collingwood. 

True Spirit of the Festival - HMS 
Neptuine 

Second place in the Best Drum Major 
category went to PC Colin Dance from 
HMS Drake 


DEADLINE for the Plain 
English Campaign’s 
Inside Write Awards 2001 
is September 14. 

Articles and journals 
produced by members of 
the Armed Forces and 
MOD Civil Servants with¬ 
in 12 months of the clos¬ 
ing date are eligible. Send 
to OMD17, 2nd Floor 
OPA(B3), St Giles Court, 
1-13 St Giles High Street, 
London, WC2H 8LD. 


WITH the spray hardly cleared from the detonation of three huge bombs off the 
Essex coast, the Southern Diving Unit 2 (SDU2) team was called into action 
again only days after Navy News went to press, this time to deal with two unex¬ 
ploded mines off Whitstable. 


As reported in July’s issue 
members of SDU2 dealt with 
three 2,(MX)lb devices in two 
weeks - two German para¬ 
chute mines and an American 
bomb, brought up in the nets 
of two fishing vessels. 

Thousands of holidaymakers 
crowded on to the beach and pier 
at Southend to watch as one of 
the mines was detonated. 

At the time. CPO(D) Cliff 
Richardson said: “It’s been a long 
time since wc have had to deal 
with a 2,0001b bomb, so to find 
two such massive bombs in one 
week - and another in the week 
before that - is very, very unusu¬ 
al. 

Now the divers have been back 
to the East Coast, blowing up two 
more 2,0001b German mines 


uncovered two miles apart on the 
seabed off Whitstable in Kent by 
archaeologists. 

Lt Graham Wilson, who heads 
the unit, said: “The explosions 
sent plumes of water about 300ft 
in the air. and the vibrations 
would have almost certainly been 
felt in Whitstable and Herne Bay. 

“We had to be very care¬ 
ful with these mines. They 
were still live. The con¬ 
struction was very, very 
good, and you only needed 
one slip of the hand to 
make them go off. They 
were very sensitive. 

“The GC mines were some of 
the largest mines used during the 
war. Each one is about the same 
weight as a Mini.” 

SDU2 is based at HMS 
Excellent, on Horsca Island in 
Portsmouth Harbour, and has 
been called into action more than 
100 times in the past six months, 
dealing with explosives. Last year 
the teams were needed at 228 
separate incidents. 


Two more massive blasts from the past 


Mines 'needed 
only one slip' 
to set them off 
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• (Below) HMS Lancaster turns away from the USS Constellation during a patrol in the Gulf. 


HMS LANCASTER has finished her stint in the Gulf, and received a glow¬ 
ing send-off from the American admiral in command of naval forces. 


The Type 23 frigate has 
spent four months on Armilla 
rarol, stopping illegal ship¬ 
ments of oil and other goods to 
Iraq under UN sanctions. 

After her final patrol, the frigate 
made a steam-past of LJSS Con¬ 
stellation, the American flagship. 

In a signal to the RN ship. 
Admiral Terrance Etnyrc - the 
man commanding the internation¬ 
al naval force in the Gulf - said: 
“The only people happy to see 
HMS Lancaster leave the Arabian 
Gulf arc the UN sanctions evaders. 

“The Constellation battle group 
has grown accustomed to seeing 
the Royal Naw posted at the front 
of the fray, upholding the tradition 
of British frigates sailing in the van 
of the Fleet. 

The giant American carrier was 
command ship during Lancaster’s 
last two patrols on maritime inter¬ 
diction operations - checking and 

• (Right) Sunny, HMS 
Lancaster’s African Grey par¬ 
rot, catches up with news from 
the rest of the Fleet. Sunny is 
renowned for her verbal reper¬ 
toire, from TV comedy catch- 
phrases to ripe profanities - 
but she was on her best behav¬ 
iour during the visit of 
CINCFLEET Admiral Sir Alan 
West, letting slip just one mild 
expletive. 


boarding ships suspected of break¬ 
ing the UN embargo. 

During her four months in the 
Gulf, Lancaster boarded almost 30 
vessels, five of which were found to 
have illegal cargoes of oil. 

Between patrols the ship made 
several port visits in the United 
Arab Emirates, Oman. Saudi 
Arabia, Qatar, Kuwait and 
Bahrain, while Dubai became 
something of a second home for 
the ship’s company. 

The ship fitted in sporting fix¬ 
tures against local opposition, and 
C-in-C Fleet Admiral Sir Alan 
West paid a call during the latter 


stages of her deployment. 

Adjustments were needed to the 
configuration of her air-condition¬ 
ing system early in the deployment 
to make conditions more comfort¬ 
able for those on board as the day¬ 
time temperature soared well past 
40C. Engineers will be studying her 
experiences on her return to 
Portsmouth, where she was due 
home as Navy News went to press. 

Her role in the Middle East has 
been assumed by her Devonport 
sister HMS Northumberland, 
which sailed from the West 
Country in May. 


ADRIAN HALLCHURCH reports on the 
deployment of HMS Lancaster to the Middle East. 


plaudits in Gulf 
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Nieuport Scout 


ONE OF the two Victoria Crosses awarded 
to Royal Navy airmen in World War I was 
gained by the pilot of a Nieuport Scout. 

The aircraft appeared in progressive marks 
through most of the war, but it was relatively 
early in the conflict - in the Dardanelles cam¬ 
paign in 1915 - that Squadron Cdr Richard Bell 
Davies accomplished a feat which brought him 
Britain’s highest award for valour. 

Flying an 80hp Nieuport 11, Cdr Bell Davies 
was on a mission to bomb a Turkish railhead in 
Thrace on November 19. With him was Flight 
S/Lt Gilbert Smylie flying a Henri Farman (pro¬ 
filed in No 53 in our series). 

Smylie's aircraft was brought down by 
ground fire, but he managed to force-land it 
without injury to himself. Davies circled the 
site and landed to pick up Smylie in his single¬ 
seat aircraft, taking off again in 150yds. 

Smylie was awarded the DFC, but Bell 
Davies got the VC “for a feat of airmanship that 
can seldom have been equalled for skill and 
gallantry”. 


The Nieuport Scout was also the mount of 
other VC winners, including aces Billy Bishop 
and Albert Ball, as well as the French aces 
Navarre and Nungesser. 

Apart from No 3 Wing in the Dardanelles, all 
the Navy’s eight squadrons equipped with 
Nieuports fought with distinction on the 
Western Front - including the Somme cam¬ 
paign in 1916. By then the RNAS was flying 
Type 17s powered by HOhp Le Rhone engines 
giving a maximum speed of 107mph, while 
later models included the Type 24 (HOmph). 

In 1917 the RNAS’s Nieuports were replaced 
by Sopwith Pups and Triplanes. 

Climb rate of the Type 17 was 5.5 minutes to 
6,500ft, endurance was two hours and service 
ceiling 17,400ft. 

The aircraft was armed with a Vickers gun 
mounted over the engine and synchronised to 
fire through the propeller, and a fixed Lewis 
gun on the top wing firing outside the airscrew 
arc. Four Le Prieur rockets - for dealing with 
enemy observation balloons and Zeppelins - 
could also be carried on each wing strut. 


• HMS Argyll ploughs through a heavy sea. 
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Facts and 
figures 


Class: Type 23 frigate 
Pennant number: F231 
Builder: Yarrows, Glasgow 
Launched: April 8. 1989 
Commissioned: May 31, 1991 
Displacement: 4,085 tonnes fully 
loaded 

Length: 133 metres 
Beam: 16.2 metres 
Draught: 7.3 metres 
Speed: 29 knots 
Complement: 180 (13 officers) 
Main machinery: CODLAG 
(combined diesel electric and gas 
turbine): 2 Rolls-Royce Spey 
SMI A gas turbines; 4 Paxman 
12CM diesels; 2 GEC motors 
Weapons: Harpoon anti-ship 
missiles; Vertical-launch Seawolf 
surface to air missiles; Vickers Mk 
8 4.5in gun; Stingray torpedoes; 
30mm cannon; machine guns 
Sensors: Air/surface search: 
Radar Type 996, Radar Type 
1010/ 1011; Navigation: Type 
1007/ 1008; Sonar 2050, Sonar 
2031 

Aircraft: One Lynx 
Affiliations: Duke of Argyll; Lady 
Levene of Portsoken; Safeway 
Group pic; The Argyll and 
Sutherland Highlanders; Kelly 
College, Tavistock; Argyll and 
Bute District Council; Worshipful 
Company of Paviors; Plymouth 
Argyle Football Club; Royal Naval 
Club, Argyll; Dollar Academy; 
High School of Glasgow; 47 Sqn 
RAF; TS Argyll Irvine and District 
Sea Cadets, City of London Sea 
Cadets; Mrs M. Scott; Argyll 
Ward, Derriford Hospital; HMS 
Vivid - New Entry Division 


BATTLE 

HONOUR 


Passero.1718 
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Duke takes 
the honours 


THE DASHING Duke, HMS 
Argyll, has been no stranger to 
high-profile events and hon¬ 
ours over the past year or two. 

Most recently, the Duke-class 
frigate was bestowed with the 
Freedom of Argyll and Bute, in a 
ceremony attended by a host of 
dignitaries, including the Duke of 
Argyll (see July's Navy News). 

But the preceding months have 
shown the frigate at her best, illustrat¬ 
ed by her stint in Sierra Leone, where 
she played a key role in the successful 
rescue mission to release the British 
troops held captive by the renegade 
West Side Boys. 

The work carried out in supporting 
the ship’s Flight throughout this peri¬ 
od has resulted in the frigate being 
awarded the Sopwith Trophy, which 
was due to be presented to the ship by 
Commodore Naval Aviation as Navy 
News went to press. 

Since returning from the coast of 
West Africa, Argyll has used her tenth 
anniversary year to renew links with 
her many affiliations, some of whom 
took the opportunity to visit ‘their* 
ship. 

Her ship’s company have also had 
an active social and sporting pro¬ 
gramme, with successes including the 
Plymouth Command swimming com¬ 
petition. 

The Type 23 frigate is now prepar¬ 
ing for the rigours of operational sea 


training in the autumn before she 
deploys next year for the Atlantic 
Patrol Task (North). 

Argyll is the third ship to bear the 
name in the Royal Navy, and both the 
present frigate’s predecessors had 
noteworthy careers. 

The origins of the first ship - a 50- 
gun frigate named Argyle - are in 
some doubt. She may have started life 
as the 1650 ship President, which was 
renamed Bonaventurc in the 1660s 
and was said to have been broken up 
in 1711. but could have been rebuilt as 
the Bonaventurc of 1711. This 
Bonaventurc became Argyle in 1715. 

It was this ship which won 
the name’s sole Battle Honour, 
gained at the Battle of Passero 
off the coast of Spain in 1718 
when she played an important 
part in the capture and sinking 
of a number of vessels. 

The ship was rebuilt again in 1722, 
gaining 60 tons, and she soldiered on 
until the end of 1748 when she was 
sunk as a breakwater at Harwich. 

The second Argyll was an armoured 
cruiser of 10,850 tons, built by Scotts 
and launched in 1904. 

I ler war service ended with her loss 
when she ran aground on the Bell 
Rock on the Firth of Tay in 1915. 

When the present Argyll was 
launched in 1989, she was the third of 
the class to take to the water, but the 
second to commission, beating HMS 
Marlborough by a fortnight. 
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Letters 








s'l'm? 


Going not 
so strong 

I WAS most interested in the 
letter about HTMS Phosamtom 
(cx-HMS Minstrel) now in 
service with the Royal Thai Navy 
and possibly to decommission in 
two years time. 

This vessel must be one of the 
few World War II British 
minesweepers still afloat and it 
would be very rewarding if funds 
could be found to enable the ship 
to be repurchased from the Thai 
Government at the end of her 
service instead of allowing her to 
be sc r a pped 

With restoration to her World 
War II condition the ship would 
be a lasting memorial to all those 
who served in minesweepers 
during the war. 

It would also complement 
HMS Cavalier which was so 
nearly lost to the nation. Can we 
hope for another miracle? - P. B. 
Bristow, Brighton. 

VISITING Chatham I was 
saddened and depressed by the 
state of HMS Cavalier. 

What is supposedly a standing 
monument to the 130,(KK) brave 
destroyermen who lost their lives 
in the last war is actually a rapidly 
rusting hulk that would be an 
embarrassment hidden up the 
wrong end of the trot. 

This is by no means a criticism 
of the Cavalier Association - they 
are doing their utmost to preserve 
the ship, but it is painfully obvious 
that they arc fighting a losing 
battle against corrosion and 
general apathy. 

And this is a popular attraction 
-1 queued for over 40 minutes to 
get on board. 

Surely nobody p^ould begrudge 
a few million of Lottery funds to 
get the ship painted the correct 
colour, replace the scuttles and 
generally turn the ship into what 
it is supposed to be. - S. Hagger, 
Banbury, Oxon. 

A Memorial Steering Group 
including representatives of the 
Royal Navy, the Royal Naval 
Association, the Royal British 
Legion and the Eighth Destroyer 
Association has been formed to 
help point the way for HMS 
Cavaliers future development 
(see page 2). - Ed. 
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AWf W-? 'fUeit&ENmH A UJN& 
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fcAi urn as blmiu'a sm*- 


Yp<! UXKCH 

nee w? 


from the 


beginning 


I WAS most interested to see the picture of the Fairey 11 IB carrier-borne reconnaissance 
aircraft which operated with the Grand Fleet in World War I (June issue). 


The picture shows eight or 
so members of, presumably, 
the Royal Naval Air Service 
and, an enlargement confirms, 
two Sea Scouts in the centre 
below the roundel on the 
fuselage* 

From the information supplied 
the picture would appear to be 
circa 1918-19. From the black caps 
worn it would appear to be winter 
time. 

I am currently writing a history 
of the Sea Scout Branch of the 
Scout Association. Sea Scouts 
were founded in 1910 and 
performed auxiliary coast watch 
duties in World War I. At least one 
Sea Scout took part in the 
evacuation of Dunkirk in World 
War 11 and Sea Scouting is very 
much alive today. 

I would be most interested in 
trying to identify the two in the 
picture who, if still alive today, 
WOUld be m their ninelies. Equally 
important to my research, if any 
readers have been Sea Scouts or 
have knowledge and would like to 
share experiences and 
reminiscences to be included in 
the book, they may contact me at 
44 Kettering Street, Strcatham, 
London SW16 6PZ. - R. Masini, 
4th Strcatham Sea Scouts. 


muddle 


WITH reference to the letter 
submitted by D.H.R. White in the 
June 2001 edition of Navy News. 1 
would like to bring to his notice 
the award of the MERCANTILE 
MARINE WAR MEDAL 1914- 
1918, upon which can be found the 
following wording on the exergus 
of the medal . . . ‘For War Service 
Merccntile Marine 1914-1918’. 

In view of the strict vetting 
procedure before a medal is finally 
issued and the fact that all designs 

would have been submitted for the 
approval of King George V; 
himself a noted sailor, albeit Royal 
Navy, I cannot accept D.H.R. 
White’s explanation that 
‘Mercantile Marine’ merely 
referredd to a trade, not a service. 
- R Lovell. Ex RAF 
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Sea Scouts 


Sad, sad tale 
of Gregory, 
the Maltese 
budgerigar 


HAVING read the article about sea dogs, cats, bears etc in the 
June issue, it brought back memories of our much loved budgie 
Gregory we had in our mess in HMS Delight. 


Some of Greg s life had been 
wasted away in the Stokers Grot 
before he came to us. He was 
bought, or pnx'ured. in Malta and 
his original colour was a lovely 
blue. Alas, after a short period of 
time a great change took place. His 
lovely blue colour was seen to 
disappear, being replaced by what 
can only be described as a dirty 
stone greyish, and he also 
developed some sort of disease 
which robbed him of half his 
feathers. 

When the idea arose that he 
might pass his disease to one of the 
stokers, and possibly throughout 
the Engineering Branch, panic 
ruled the Stokers Grot. A council 
was called for and this decided that 
the disease-ridden fowl must be 
got rid of, either by ditching it over 
the side or. better still, by dumping 
it on their sworn enemy, the 
Seaman Branch, in the hope that 
they would get the disease, thus 
paralysing the First Lieutenant's 
upper deck programme and 
leaving the stokers the much- 
worked-for ambition of seeing the 
upper deck knee-deep in soot. 

The latter choice was 
unanimously agreed upon and, 17 
Mess being a kind-hearted shower, 
it fell to us to take charge of 
Gregory. 

Officially “Broc” Brcarley was 
the guardian of Greg, hut each of 
us regarded himself as part owner, 
i be nigh general efficiency ftw 
which 17 Mess was famous swung 
into action for Operation Gregory. 
Broc had the honour of giving him 
his first hath and dousing him with 
linseed oil. a method we had been 
told would not fail. 

This being successful, next came 
the “hanging up to dry” phase and 
for this wc called in Jan Hardman’s 
assistance. As wc should have 
known, this proved fatal, or nearly 
SO. as Jan dropped the eage with 
Greg inside it from a great height, 
namely X gun deck, and after 
bouncing a few times on the 
quarterdeck it came to rest in the 
scuppers, with poor Greg looking 
more like a half-plucked sparrow 


than a budgie. 

Through all this our Greg 
survived and his cage was hung 
above Broc's bunk along with a 
card stating “Do not touch. Under 
medical surveillance”. 

Greg’s wings had been cut 
previous to coming to 17 Mess and 
thus deprived of nis natural habit 
of flying he became very tame. As 
his health improved he often had a 
go at flying, though, always ending 
up in a heap on the deck and on 
one occasion in a plate of pot mess, 
this being proclaimed the only pot 
mess we ever had fresh meat in! 

He was duly victualled for his 
tot, his tot glass being a dessert 
spoon alongside the rum fanny, 
truly a place of honour, and he was 
the only member of the mess who 
could brag that Jock Mullan had 
given him a wet of his tot. 

Tragedy struck in Iceland. 
Gregory’ was taken ill and although 
we tried to entice him with all his 
favourite foods, he would not cat. 
He just cowered in the corner of 
his cage and would not even drink 
his tot, surely a strange illness. 

Even Doc Williams had a go at 
making him some weird stuff, but 
to no avail. Daily he became worse 
and at 2115 on Tuesday, May 10, 
1960, while being nursed by Dan 
Archer, he gave a faint little chirp, 
lay down in Dan’s hand and passed 
away. 

All the mess were stricken with 
grief - indeed all the ship felt his 
loss. He was given a decent funeral 
attended by the Watch-on-Deck 
and even by a few stokers who. on 
a given signal, doffed their lids and 
hung their heads. 

Gregory was dropped over the 
side in his cage and slowly sank 
beneath the waves, out of our lives, 
but not out of our memories. 

If anyone who served in HMS 
Delight during this period reads 
this, love to hear from you on 
01978 821780. - L. J. “Taft” 
Edwards. Wrexham. 

• MALTESE BUDGIE: HMS 
Delight at Gregory's original 
home. 
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Fiji survivors 
say thanks (or 
the memory 


FOR some weeks before the commemoration of the 60th anniver¬ 
sary of the Battle of Crete (July issue) I had been in contact with 
the Navy at MOD and with Commodore Milne, our Defence 
Attache in Athens, with a view to placing a wreath over the site 
where HMS Fiji was sunk with the loss of 233 men. 

The Captain of HMS Richmond agreed to take the wreath - and 
I later learned he replanned his programme to divert to the site, 
had an Order of Service composed, cleared Lower Deck and 
carried out a full ceremony of lowering the wreath into the sea. 

As Commodore Milne wrote in one of his letters, it was a 
moment when the modern day sailor had the opportunity to pay 
homage to those who fought for their freedom 60 years before, 
and we of the last Fiji survivors extend our most humble thanks 
to him and to Cdr Adams and his ship's company for sharing our 
mourning. 

Richmond will be in our thoughts and we wish her all the best 
for the remainder of her deployment. - F. Agass, Ringwood, 

Hants 
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That was 
my duck! 


U-boat man 
saw his own 
tombstone 

HAVING read with interest what was written of HMSML 
Gleaner and her predecessors (July issue) I submit a few details 
relating to a “Gleaner action” which was not mentioned in the 
article. 


During the night of February 12, 
1942. HMS Gleaner, on patrol in 
the southern sector of the Firth of 
C lyde, sighted the surfaced Type 
VII A. U33. She attacked and suc¬ 
ceeded in damaging her adversary 
to the extent that the U-boat? 
commanding officer. Kapitanleut- 
nant von Drcsky, was forced to 
surface. 

Confronted by the certainty of 
being destroyed by Gleaner if he 
were to attempt escape, von 
Drcsky then ordered the scuttling 
of his command. He lost his life in 
the ensuing abandonment of the 
U-boat. 

Hans-Wilhclm von Drcsky is 
better remembered for his chivalry 
in his dealings with the survivors of 
sunken ships than for his success as 
a destroyer of ships and appropri¬ 
ate recognition of his conduct in 
this context is to be found in 
Bernard Edwards’ book The 
Merchant Navy (iocs to War. 

Von Drcsky was one of 25 who 
lost their lives that night, but 
according to Paul Kemp in his 
book U-boats Destroyed . 17 of 
U33’s complement were saved, no 
doubt thanks to Gleaner, whose 
excellent work as sentinel and sav¬ 
iour was to have a curious sequel. 

In the mid 1950s a Glasgow 
newspaper ran a serial article on 
the sinking of the U-boat which 
had dared to penetrate the 


defences of the Clyde. It was illus¬ 
trated with a photograph of a few 
of the headstones of U33's dead, 
interred in Scottish soil - which 
shocked a certain Dumfriesshire 
farm worker who saw his own 
name on one of them. 

The newspaper was quick to 
publish a correction, together with 
a photograph of a family group. 
The lather of the family, it said, 
was very much alive and happily 
domiciled in Scotland. I Ic was one 
of the U33 survivors who had been 
hauled out of the sea on that win¬ 
ter night, probably by Gleaner. 

Interesting to read that 
IIMSML Gleaner is now to survey 
the waters of the Clyde where, 
long ago. her predecessor main¬ 
tained her exemplary watch. J. 
S. Mark, Oakham, Rutland. 


MAY I set the record straight 
about the iron Duck' souvenirs 
for officers leaving HMS Iron 
Duke, as reported in the June 
issue? 

Every Spring there is a Duck 
Derby* held by the Lions Club on 
the Thames here at Maidenhead, 
for which TS Iron Duke has the 
task of releasing and then collect¬ 
ing several thousand small plastic 
ducks. 

Some years ago a visiting Royal 
Navy officer made a disparaging 
remark about our affiliated ship. 
HMS Iron Duke. This triggered 
something in my admitedly 
warped mind, and I had a moult! 
made from one of the plastic 
ducks, and had two cast iron 
copies made which I mounted on 
small wooden bases. 

One of these was presented to 
the wardroom on board HMS 
Iron Duke during our next visit. 
The second one lives in the ward¬ 
room at this unit. 

The idea was to be able to say 
“no, that is an iron duck, this is 
the Iron Duke" whenever the 
remark came up again. 

I enclose a photograph of the 
original twins before they were 
separated. My wife and daughter 
were quite upset that I was not 
credited with the original idea! 

Lt M.Prince. RNR. TS Iron 
Duke. Maidenhead. Bucks. 
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Music for 
all tastes 
at Pompey 
Festival 

MAIN stage entertainments 
for the International Festival 
of the Sea at Portsmouth on 
August 24-27 were announced 
as Navy News went to press. 

Nightly concerts will start at 
7p.m. followed hy son ct lumicrc. 
water fountains and visual special 
effects. 

■ Friday: BBC' Concert Orch¬ 
estra and Jane McDonald (singer 
and presenter of BBC' TV’s ‘Star 
for a Night), singer Jeff Hooper to 
he broadcast live on BBC Radio 2 
-compere Ken Bruce. 

■ Saturday. Spandau Ballet and 
Hot Chocolate (formerly known 
as) with a supporting hand. 

■ Sunday: Band of the Royal 
Marines with Kate Adie as com¬ 
pere and other special guests. 

■ Monday: All at Sea’ - the 
variety performance of the festi¬ 
val. including a major son et 
lumiere and a possible pyrotechnic 
plus a floodlit Beat Retreat with 
the Royal Marines. 

Fifty musical acts have been 
booked for the Kings Stairs and 
Marlborough stages - including 
Celtic and Irish. Ghanaian drum¬ 
ming, reggae and African roots, 
Cajun, Gypsy and Romanian, 
samba, Jewish festival music, salsa. 
European roots, steel bands, soul, 
jazz and brass. 

Thirty shanty, folk and tradi¬ 
tional bands are also booked for 
these stages, as well as for the ded¬ 
icated Shanty stage. 

In addition. 20 roaming bands 
and other music not programmed 
to a stage performance - including 
members of the Royal Naval 
Pipers Society - will be featured. 

Tel 02392 725000 for further 
details. 


LIVERPOOL’S BURNING: NAVY FIREFIGHTERS IN ACTION 



• INTO THE BREACH: Royal Navy firefighters from RN air 
station Culdrose move to tackle a house fire from the inside . 
to stop it spreading through the loft space to neighbouring 
properties. - Picture: PCHPHOT) Graham Meggiti 


□ From page one 

which could have exploded at any time. 

“We withdrew behind a wall and switched 
from fighting the fire to cooling the cylinder,” 
he said. “Then the Fire Rescue Team (special¬ 
ist firefighters drawn from the Fleet Air Arm 
and RAF) used thermal imaging to check 
whether the bottle had any hot-spots that 
could make it unstable. 

“When we got the all-clear we put the cylin¬ 
der in a dustbin full of water to cool it fully, and 
got on with extinguishing the fire.*’ 

Nerve centre of the operation - codenamed 
Fresco - is at Merseyside police HQ where 
members of all three Armed Services were 
working with the police, non-striking fire offi¬ 
cers, Defence Fire Service officers and ambu¬ 
lance personnel. 

From there the firefighters were being 
deployed to meet each emergency, the police 
guiding the fire engines to the scenes. 

The largest group of Navy personnel is 
based at the new RNR training centre in 
Liverpool, HMS Eaglet. Working 12-hour 
watches to man the Green Goddesses around 
the clock, sailors drafted from all parts of the 
country worked alongside Army drivers and 
the Fire Rescue Teams. 


The rescue teams were present to deal with 
unforeseen difficulties such as the gas cylin¬ 
der incident, or to act if there was a need to 
enter a burning building to save life. 

Unlike the regular Fire Service who work 
with the latest equipment, the Armed Forces in 
Liverpool have the 50-year-old Green 
Goddesses whose effective speed is below 
40mph. 

Paying tribute to the work of the Forces, 
Chief Fire Officer Malcolm Saunders said that 
the first 24 hours of Operation Fresco would 
have tested any fire service. Assistant 
Divisional Officer Ashley Lineham said every¬ 
one was working together well: “I think the 
lads are doing brilliantly considering the age 
of the equipment.” 

Chairman of Merseyside Fire Authority, 
Peter Dowd said: “I can only pay tribute to the 
men and women of the Armed Forces who 
together with our own personnel have worked 
so hard to ensure that despite some of the 
highest-ever levels of fire calls, nobody has 
been seriously injured from fire.” 

Praise came too from Armed Forces Minister 
Adam Ingram: “They have risen to the chal¬ 
lenge with typical courage and professional¬ 
ism.” he said. 


‘They have risen to the challenge with 
typical courage and professionalism. ’ 



• EMERGENCY COVER: Naval Airmen Rob Cork and Dale Bickford are briefed by PO Paul 
Ludlam before entering the burning house. - Picture po(Phot) Graham Meggiti 


Royal Marines 
‘more integrated 
than ever since 
World War II’ 

THE RENAMED F-Icct Prot¬ 
ection Group Royal Marines 
(FPGRM) has officially 
marched in to HM Naval Base 
Clyde, where they formed up 
outside their new headquarters 
block - Gibraltar Building. 

C-in-C Flecl Admiral Sir Alan 
West took the salute and unveiled 
a plaque to mark the event. 1 le was 
accompanied by Flag Officer 
Scotland. Northern England and 
Northern Ireland. Rear Admiral 
Derek Anthony. 

Said Admiral West: “The Royal 
Marines are more integrated in the 
Roval Naw now than at any stage 
since World War II. 

“The Fleet Protection Group 
are playing an increasingly impor¬ 
tant role supporting deployed 
British forces around the world, 
and it should never be underesti¬ 
mated how valued you are by the 
Fleet.” 

He went on to tour Gibraltar 
Building, which for the first time 
houses all sub-units and headquar¬ 
ters in one purpose-built centre. 

The ceremony marked another 
milestone in the switch from 
Comacchio Group RM to FPGRM 
- the unit has moved to Faslane 
from RM Condor in Arbroath and 
the 224 ranks on parade represent¬ 
ed around half the Group’s current 
strength. 



• PROTECTIVE FORCE: C-/n-C Fleet Admiral Sir Alan West 
inspects the renamed Fleet Protection Group Royal Marines at its 
new home at Faslane . 


The rest arc currently providing 
security to forces and establish¬ 
ments at home and abroad. 
Personnel forming the Fleet 
Standby Rifle Troop arc also 
deployed to South America, the 
Middle East and Sierra Leone. 


FPGRM have inherited the tra¬ 
ditions of the now-disbanded 43 
RM ('do from Comacchio Group 
and the Commando Colours are 
proudly displayed in Gibraltar 
Building. 


Improved 
rifle trials 
build on 
reliability 

INITIAL results from trials of 
modified SA80 weapon sys¬ 
tems are said to be “very 
encouraging.” 

The SA80 system - rifle and 
light support weapon (ESW) - is 
the mainstay of British Armed 
Forces and had been widely criti¬ 
cised for being unreliable. 

Now, to improve its reliability 
and lengthen its service life, a 
modification programme has been 
initiated which will start later this 
year. 

Before the modified weapons 
are brought into active service, the 
SAXO system will have undergone 
trials far more rigorous than those 
specified when it was originally 
introduced. 

Based on typical battlefield mis¬ 
sion scenarios covering Arctic, 
jungle, desert and temperate con¬ 
ditions. the new version of the rifle 
will have to prove itself by firing 
150 rounds, including single shots, 
rapid fire and hursts, in just over 
eight minutes, compared to 120 
rounds in 24 hours under the old 
benchmark, while the LSW will 
achieve %() rounds in 3<> minutes 
instead of 8(H) rounds in 24 hours. 

An MOD spokesman said: 
“Although it is tiK) early to draw 
any final conclusions, the initial 
results are very encouraging. 
Everyone who has been involved 
in the trials programme has been 
impressed with the modified 
weapon’s reliability.” 

Heckler and Koch have been 
awarded the contract and the first 
modified weapons are expected to 
be issued around February next 
year. Modifications include new 
firing pins, gas cylinders, maga¬ 
zines and breechblocks, with the 
LSW getting a new barrel as well. 



• TOPPING UP: HMS Glasgow takes part in a replenishment at 
sea (RAS) with RFA Black Rover in the South Atlantic. 


Glasgow remembers 
Falklands conflict 

DIVERS from HMS Glasgow have replaced the White Ensign on 
the wreck of HMS Antelope off the Falklands. 

Lt ( dr Martin Mackey led a seven-man team to locate the site of the 
sunken frigate in San Carlos Water. Prayers were said in remembrance of 
those who lost their lives recapturing the Falkland Islands in 1982 and the 
team also presented a new Union Jack to the curator of the war cemetery 
in San Carlos. 

Two men were killed in HMS Antelope on May 23, 1982. As the Type 
21 frigate sailed through Falkland Sound, south of Fanning Island, she 
was hit by two 1,0001b bombs. They failed to explode, but one man was 
killed by the impact and another died when one of the bombs exploded as 
disposal experts worked on it later. 

The fire that followed forced the ship’s company to abandon ship and 
minutes later weapons magazines exploded. 

HMS Glasgow also played a prominent role during the falklands con¬ 
flict and had an amazing escape. On May 12, while she was on picket duty 
in advance of the main Task Group, a bomb hit her broadside, but passed 
straight through the ship without exploding. There were no casualties. 

The Type 42 destroyer is on a six-month deployment known as Atlantic 
Patrol Tasking (South). She spent ten weeks patrolling off Freetown, 
Sierra Leone, in support of the UK training programme for Government 
troops fighting rebel forces - and is due to return there after patrols 
around the Falkland Islands and South Georgia. 
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• The Duke of York arrives on board USS Coronado with Lt Cdr 
Sean Brady in San Diego 


Duke supports 
Navy business 
Stateside 


Putting Fleet First - why we’ll still be: 


THE BEST - 

BUCK FOR 
BUCK, SIZE 
FOR SIZE* 



• “We have Armed Forces that are increasingly 
shaped to meet what we want them for ” - Deputy 
C-in-C Fleet Vice Admiral Jonathon Band 


THE DUKE of York has met a group of Royal Navy officers 
in the United States who represent the UK Armed Forces to 
their American colleagues 


The Duke, who was visiting 
San Diego in California to pro¬ 
mote British industry, took lunch 
with the Commander Third 
Fleet, Vice Admiral Mike 
Bucchi, and eight British officers, 
whose wide spectrum of skills 
provides support and insight for 
their hosts. 

Lunch was held on hoard USS 
Coronado, converted in 1997 
from an amphibious assault ship 
into one of the US Navy s 
Command and Control ships 
based in each of the major Fleet 
Command areas. 


Last October the Coronado 
became the only ship to be desig¬ 
nated as a Sea Based Battle Lab. 
being used for experimental pur¬ 
poses to rapidly prototype new 
euuipmcnt and Fleet tactics to 
allow them to be honed for Fleet 
operational use much more 
quickly than was the case. 

The visit was organised by UK 
Exchange Officer Lt Cdr Scan 
Brady - one of several exchange 
or liaison staff with the Fleet, 
representing countries such as 
Japan, Australia. Chile and Peru. 



Come to an understanding 

CAPT Dick Twitchen, RN, Director of the Maritime 
Warfare Centre (DMWC) and Capt Scott van Buskirk, 
USN, Commander Submarine Development Squadron 12 
(CSDS 12) cemented the already strong links between 
the two organisations by signing a new Information 
Exchange Memorandum of Understanding. 

The relationship between the RN and the USN subma¬ 
rine tactical development communities has existed for 
over 50 years. The RN element is centred in the 
Submarine Division at MWC while the USN has a 
squadron of six submarines dedicated to tactical devel¬ 
opment at Groton, Connecticut. 


LAST month Fleet First, the proposal to 
reorganise the Royal Navy’s Fleet 
Headquarters and to collocate the major 
part of it at Whale Island, Portsmouth, 
received Ministerial approval. 

As reported in our May issue, staff from the 
Northwood HQ in Middlesex and RN air station 
Yeovilton who deal with training, warfare 
requirements, engineering and sustainability 
and programming and resource management 
for the front line, will join Fleet personnel 
already in Portsmouth in a schedule that should 
be complete by September 2003. 


There will be no more Type Commands and 
ship/submarine squadrons - instead a “Fleet 
Waterfront” organisation will operate from 
Portsmouth, Devonport and Faslane/Rosyth to 
support the ships and manage seagoing per- 
sonnel.There will be an enhanced “cradle to 
grave” training role for Flag Officer Sea Training 
and a second 2-star Battlestaff - COMUKAM- 
PHIBFOR - commanded by a Royal Marine offi¬ 
cer. 

Deputy Commander-in-Chief Fleet Vice 
Admiral Jonathon Band told Jim Allaway the 
pressures for change were overwhelming: 


T he structure we have at the 
moment, while it has been 
excellent, has outlived its time. 
The Navy now is a very much 
more joined-up outfit in terms 
of putting the right sort of units together 
for deployments both in the joint area and 
into NATO - and basically the infrastruc¬ 
ture of the old Type Commands is some¬ 
thing that is no longer appropriate to the 
Fleet, either in size or shape. What we’re 
going to do with Fleet First is matched to 
the needs of today’s and tomorrow's Navy. 

“Until the Strategic Defence Review, the 
Navy was responsible for operations, manpower 
and support - and then the support leg became 
part of the Defence Logistics Organisation. And 
so, increasingly, the Fleet staff now no longer 
have their hand directly on the lever - as we do 
in managing operations where we can send ship 
A to point B, ship Y to the Caribbean or wher¬ 
ever we need. In the support area what we are 
doing is marking someone else's work in support 
of us. 

“And so it is very important that our own sup¬ 
port people are able to make sure that the DLO 
is delivering what we want - that we are getting 
what the deal says we should. Fleet First will 
help us to do that. Likewise, when we’re talking 
about the future Navy - for example, what the 
new carrier will do, what the new amphibious 
ships will do - we are now formally part of the 
process that informs London what the opera¬ 
tional capability should be in the future. 

“The Navy, in my opinion, has rather taken 
issues like sustainability for granted - because 
other people did it for us. Fm talking about the 
real problems of deploying ships worldwide on 
operations and how we make sure they get the 
fuel, support, rations and so on. We used to rely 
almost entirely on the RFA. Well, now it may 
well be that we are in a NATO force or a 


European force where we have to share sustain¬ 
ability routes - we've just got to be slightly clev¬ 
erer at it. Again, the new Fleet HO arrange¬ 
ments will help us to do the job better. 

“Whilst there is a need for change. I think 
we’re still the market leaders. I'm absolutely 
convinced we are the best international navy in 
the world - certainly buck for buck, and size for 
Size, In a long way. And frankly. most of the 
other navies of the world, with the exception of 
the Americans, maybe, who are on an altogether 
different scale, would look to us as being the 
expeditionary experts. 

“Carrying out operations where most 
of them are now thousands rather than 
hundreds of miles away is demanding 
and our staff must reflect where the new 
pressure points are. 

“What exactly is it that still makes us leaders 
in the field? I think two things. Essentially, our 
force structure is organised to provide an ele¬ 
ment of our armed forces at high readiness, with 
ships prepared, crews trained, ammunition on 
board, and the ability to get there and sustain a 
long-running operation. That, to a certain 
extent, has always been inherently available in 
the Navy, which has always had. either formally 
or not, a world-class focus. 

“Also, when we look at an operation or an 
exercise or other commitment, we think about it 
in a deeper fashion and scale it accordingly. 
Some of that is our heritage - but some of it is 
down to the fact that we do have Armed Forces 
that are increasingly shaped to meet what we 
want them for. 

“For instance, look at the difference in how 
we deploy a carrier now to how we did it 20 years 
ago. Or how the role of the submarine has 
changed from prowling about off Norway to 
delivering Tomahawk Land Attack Missiles 
wherever they are required, from hundreds of 
miles over the horizon. 

“We have conducted 12 operations at short 


notice over the past 12 months - so there is no 
question about us being ‘fit to fight*. But we’ve 
only got a certain number of hulls, only a certain 
amount of manpower, fuel and so on. So it’s a 
question of optimising use of what we’ve got - 
and I’m not complacent about that. There are 
some areas, either in sustainability terms or in 
equipment or in numbers of people where the 
situation could be easier. 

“Having to move individuals from one ship to 
another to meet the requirement at short notice 
is not something that we do lightly. But if your 
Type 23 frigate on Armilla Patrol is doing board¬ 
ing operations in the Gulf, then you don’t do 
that lightly manned - and you have to take in the 
slack somewhere else. Though I don't underesti¬ 
mate for one second the effect it has on the indi¬ 
viduals concerned - we'd prefer to have a few 
more people to go around. 

I am certain this new Fleet First approach 
will improve that situation. By drawing 
our talents together, I believe we can 
address the points of pressure as required 
- by making the mine countermeasures 
warfare officer sit next to the surface warfare 
officer and the submarine warfare officer in the 
same office, we will get a synergy of intellectual 
capability. And this will be reflected across every 
area of the HO. 

“It is important for people to realise that this 
is a big change in approach and culture - and 
that is why I think it was right to do most of it as 
one programme, because otherwise the period 
of upset would have been greater. 

“We are not in a world that is standing still. I 
think Fleet First will help in the change process 
- although it is a change in itself - because it is 
actually going to configure us in a way that will 
enable us to deploy our intellectual ability in the 
Fleet staff in a more modern way. 

“So that when the next challenge comes along 
we will have that extra capacity to deal with it.*’ 
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People in the News 




• The Wardroom Mess 
Manager at HMS Neptune , WO 
AI Green , has been named as 
an MBE in the Queen s 
Birthday Honours. Al, who has 
served 24 years and is due to 
leave the Navy next year, has 
seen plenty of the world, 
including the Falklands three 
times and Gibraltar, where he 
was House Manager for the 
Governor. 


Lone 

lost 

A FORMER Royal Marine 
Commando is planning to 
undertake an arduous pil¬ 
grimage through the Far 
East to pay tribute to the 
war dead, and wants to hear 
from families and organisa¬ 
tions who would like him to 
cariv a memento with him. 

Bill Jenkins - the Lone Piper 
- set out ten years ago to pay 
homage to the “forgotten 
graves” of Indian soldiers who 
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Name:...Age: 

Address:. 



Tel. No.: 


FIONA, THOUGHTFUL, kind 
hearted, generous honest, open 
minded, caring. Box Aug 1 
CARRIE. SEEKS fun loving, 
genuine male. Navy/Marines. Welsh 
maybe? Box Aug 2 
SHARON, 23. Petite single mum. 
would like penfriends with G.S.O.H. 
Box Au|* 3 

GRACE, 42. Slim sophisticated 
country lady. Seeks serving/former 
Royal Marine to corrcspond/mecl 
w ith Box Aug 4 

SYLVIA 19. Blonde/blue. Seeks 
penpal for friendship or relationship. 
Box Aug 5 

MARINE PAUL, Route 66 
Portsmouth. I would like 2CU again. 
Please contact Sam. Box Aug 6 
SNCO (FEMALE). Interests. 
Classic Cars. FI. Fast Show. Pubs. 
Would like to write to and meet 
similar people in the Portsmouth 
area. Box Aug 7 

INDEPENDENT professional 
single mum. WLTM honest person 
30-38. Friendship, poss relationship. 

Box Aur 8 

BUBBLY SINGLE female. 40. 
from Plymouth. Seeks big genuine 
guy to correspond with A.L A. 

Box Aur 9 

AHOY THERE. Feeling homesick 
lads? Then write to me Chris. 

Box Aur 10 

HAPPY, FAIR, English outdoors 
Lady. middle years. Seeks 
penfriends. all ranks. Recent photo 
please. Box Aur 11 
5FT TALL. Brown hair, blue eyes, 
no heartbreakers. Genuine replies 
G.S.O.H. Box Aur 12 
ELEANOR 23. Would like to meet 
Sailor penfrends of similar ages for 
friendship. Interests. Cinema, 
Swimming. Box Aur 13 
EX/WRNS 63. Seeks Ex-Naval 
company. Midlands. Share days 
together. G.S.O.H. Box Aur 14 
JENNY 21, PETITE, fit, blond, 
Exeter, G.S.O.H. Seeks caring fit 
guy for friendship/reiationship. 
Box Aur 15 


EX-NURSE. Now Medical 
Secretary, Attractive 31. from 
Somerset. W.L.T.M. Man in 
Uniform for friendship/Romance. 

Box Aur 16 

FIONA 33, Dark hair, 5*1” 
G.S.O.H., Exeter. Seeks genuine 
guy for friendship/reiationship. 

Box Aur 17 

LILIAN 42, G.S.O.H Would like 
Sailor/Marine for friendship/ 
relationship Box Aur 18 


PERSONAL 


ASHLEIGH, AGE 34, CARING 
AND LOVING. Part-time writer. 
Hobbies: Cross-stitch, Astronomy. 
Psychology. Cycling. Seeking a 
loving and caring guy for a serious 
loving relationship. Please send a 
photo with you reply. Box NN003 

REQUIRED! BESPOKE 
NAVAL OFFICER for attractive 
professional lady (30*s) with dark 
brown hair and eyes. At ease in jeans 
or mess dress for fun times 
and summer romance/eourtship. 
Box NN002 

PENPAL MAC for adults, choose 
yourself a new penfriend from over 
5(H) photos. APPROVAL copy from 
MATCHMAKER, (A 10) Chorley 
PR7 4BS, or ring 01257 480155 
l24hours) 


NOTICE 

All advertisements submitted for entry 
into the Navy News Penfriend 
Column are suhjeeled to copy 
approval Navy News reserves the 
right to make any amendments which 
it considers necessary iw to edit copy 
which is in excess of the number of 
words paid for. 

Please note: We can lake no 
responsibility for ihe nature or source 
of the replies received. 

You must be over IH to advertise in 
this column. 


piper to lament 
graves' of war 



• IVO Steve Rogers with Brazilian Naval Attache Capt Roger 
Turner at the newly-tidied grave of Lt Cdr Gordon at a civilian 
cemetery in Recife. 


Battle victim sets 
Steve a challenge 


died in Greece. 

Bill (67) was struck hy the fact 
that 357 young Indians were 
buried in Monistir Road Indian 
cemetery, Salonica, and he vowed 
he would try to find out as much as 
he could about their backgrounds. 

But his efforts to learn more 
about one particular soldier met 
with failure, and Bill, who lives in 
Liverpool, determined to travel to 
India to lay a wreath in Delhi and 
pay his respects. 

But as he researched his trip, he 
discovered many similarly ‘‘forgot¬ 
ten” graves in India. 

“I began to ask questions such 
as why is there a single gunner 
buried alone in Darjeeling? Who 
was Pte Mackie, and why was a 
special monument erected in Delhi 
War Cemetery? Why is there a 
solitary war grave in New Delhi 
Jewish Cemetery?” Bill said. 

He decided that his journey to 
India should include all recorded 
and lost Commonwealth War 
Graves - and his remit widened as 
research uncovered evidence of 
Servicemen from Pakistan and 
Bangladesh who also fought and 
died abroad for the Allied cause. 

Bill hopes to travel to 
those countries as well, and 
has identified some 30 
locations, including Kirkee 
War Cemetery near Mumbai 
(Bombay), which has 95 RN 
graves, ten of whom served 
in HMS Dalhousie. 

He also plans a 400-mile detour 
to Jamnagar, where the grave of 
27-ycar-old S/Lt Allan Clarke, of 
the Dalhousie, has been declared 
beyond maintenance. The grave 
lies in the grounds of the Jamnagar 
Catholic Church compound. 

“To know that this young man 
had been ‘abandoned’ and not to 
do anything about it would make 
the rest of my pilgrimage a mock¬ 
ery,” Bill told Navy News. 

“S/Lt Clarke travelled half-way 
round ihe world to lay down his 
life. Can I not manage 400 miles to 
say, with genuine sincerity, *We will 
remember them*? 

“And if I can gel one local fami¬ 
ly to look after the grave, then it 
will all have been worthwhile.” 

Bill will carry with him small 
emblems, such as poppies and pen¬ 
nants. on behalf of groups such as 
the Jewish cx-Scrvicc Association, 
the Gurkhas and the Royal 
Marines, and is happy to carry fur¬ 
ther tokens on behalf of associa¬ 
tions or relatives - so long as they 
are small and easily carried. 

The journey should start at the 
end of October, and Bill, who 
served with 42 Commando in the 
early 1950s, plans to wear his uni¬ 
form and play his pipes in tribute 
to his unknown Indian soldiers of 
Greece on November 11 at 1 lam. 


A ROYAL Navy senior rate who 
admits to being a gravespot- 
ter’ has volunteered to help 
organise the pallbearer party 
for the body of the unknown 
RN Division sailor discovered 
with the Grimsby Pals at Arras 
(see July Navy News). 

WO Steve Rogers first took 
an interest in war graves when 
he found out about his great- 
great uncle who was buried in 
Belgium during World War I. 

“At the cemetery there were 
four other Rogerses buried, 
and I wondered if they were 
family members,” he said. 

“Then I started to look at how 
many others named Rogers 
were involved in the war." 

He contacted the Common¬ 
wealth War Graves Commis¬ 
sion in the early 1990s, and dis¬ 
covered there were more than 
1,200 casualties called Rogers. 

“I decided at that point I 
would try to visit all the Rogers 
graves I could, which would 
help with my genealogical 
research as well,” he said. 

The result so far is impres¬ 
sive - 26 volumes with some 


900 photographs of individual 
graves or names on memori¬ 
als, with details of the the cir¬ 
cumstances of the death. 
Information is also passed on 
to other researchers. 

“Being in the Navy means I 
get to places like Gallipoli," he 
said. 

“Whenever I have been on a 
ship, I organise visits to 
Commonwealth war graves, 
and if necessary the party will 
clean up the graves, though 
generally speaking they are 
very well looked after. 

“It is surprising how many 
people on board ship are inter¬ 
ested in doing this.” 

Steve was instrumental in 
laying a wreath for the dead 
from Graf Spee in Montevideo 
when HMS Edinburgh visited in 
1998, having already paid 
homage to RN victims of the 
Battle of the River Plate. 

Anyone interested in the 
subject, or seeking informa¬ 
tion. should contact Steve on 
9380 25357, or at ASWEO to 
D3, D3 Squadron Staff, HM 
Naval Base, Portsmouth. 
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• POWTR Vicki Norton. 

RN athlete 
is deemed 
best in the 
Services 

A ROYAL Navy athlete has 
been named Combined 
Services Sportswoman of the 
Year - the highest sporting 
honour in the Armed Forces. 

POWTR Vicki Norton, current¬ 
ly at MOD Ensleigh, has repre¬ 
sented the Navy at swimming, the 
marathon, cross country, track and 
field, and she also wields a mean 
tennis racket. 

But it is in the new 
Olympic sport of triathlon 
that Vicki really shines. She 
has dominated the inter- 
Services for a number of 
years, and won the most 
recent championship by 
more than two minutes. 

She also stars for England at 
national level at both duathlon 
and triathlon, and in the presti¬ 
gious Saucony 220 scries she fin¬ 
ished second overall. 

Vicki then went one better in 
the British Triathlon Associations 
Grand Prix series where, in six 
races over the Olympic distance 
events, she comfortably took top 
spot. 

Vicki was presented with her 
award - a poignard from 
Wilkinson Sword - by the Minister 
for Armed Forces, John Spcllar. 

Sick bay 
double 

CONFUSION is a distinct possi¬ 
bility in the sick hay of HMS 
Lancaster with the medical team 
sharing the same name. 

LMA Phil Coates joined the 
Portsmouth-based Type 23 frigate 
in early April - to be joined ten 
days later by Surg Lt Phil Coates. 

“When I saw that I would be 
working with another Phil Coates, 
there was a fair amount of sur¬ 
prise,” said the 27-ycar-old doctor. 

“We arc not sure whether we 
arc related, hut I don’t think so.” 

The two men come from oppo¬ 
site ends of the country, with 24- 
year-old LMA Coates hailing from 
Sunderland and Surg Lt Coates 
coming from Amersham in 
Buckinghamshire. 



Base commander honours staff efforts 


THE UNSUNG heroes of 
Portsmouth Naval Base are 
taking their turn in the spot¬ 
light, thanks to the Base 
Commander. Commodore 
Paul Boissicr. 

Commodore Boissicr has insti¬ 
gated two annual commendations 
for highly-recommended individu¬ 
als, one Naval and one civilian. 

In addition, special commenda¬ 
tions will be made to others who 
make significant contributions to 
the base. 

The first serving sailor to be 
commended was WO Bobby Fung, 
the Deputy Area Recreational 
Officer, described as “an out and 
out professional”. 

In his citation, Commodore 
Boissicr notes the impact made hy 
WO Fung in the year since he 



• WO Bobby Fung. 


arrived, and the significant 
improvement made in the service 
provided to the Fleet. 

The first civilian to receive a 
commendation was Kevin Shaw, 
the officer in charge of the returns. 



• Kevin Shaw. 


surveyors, handling support and 
specialist packing teams, who has 
displayed leadership and dedica¬ 
tion in a wide range of projects and 
initiatives, on occasions with 
reduced resources available. 


Two special commendations 
were made to groups of staff. 

The Port Control Assistants arc 
part of the team promoting safety 
in Portsmouth Harbour and the 
Eastern Solent, showing great 
commitment to maintaining the 
highest standards, according to 
Commodore Boissicr. 

Also recognised for their perfor¬ 
mance was the Disposal and 
Reserve Ships Organisation - a 
small team which “has cheerfully 
and enthusiastically worked long 
hours, often in very unpleasant 
weather, and over many weekends 
in order to meet timescales...” 

The team prepares ships, includ¬ 
ing RFA Olna and HMS Beaver, 
for disposal and tow, as well as 
managing other vessels awaiting 
disposal. 
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RAC membership from £29 
plus free Joint Cover 

Offer ends 31.08.01 


Ian given 
ideal gift 
on a plate 

WHEN Cdr Ian Peel’s ticket 
number was called at the end 
of a raffle at Victory Building 
in Portsmouth, he thought he 
had won a modest box of 
sweets. 

But the raffle, at a lunch-timc 
barbecue, had been rigged - and 
the retired officer was presented 
with a personalised numberplate 
bought for him as a retirement 
gift. 

The plate - R0I OMOB - signi¬ 
fies his current Civil Service rank 
(ROl) and the section he ran 
(OMOB - Officers Mobilisation) 
for ten years on the staff of the 
Second Sea Lord. 

As well as the appointment of 
officers recalled to service in time 
of war and crisis (including the 
Gulf War and the former 
Yugoslavia), Ian also ran the 
organisation responsible for 
appointing reservists and employ¬ 
ment of officers recalled under the 
Navy's new Full Time Reserve 
Service programme. 

It was the 150 officers serving 
under this latter scheme who 
donated the numberplate. 

Ian has served the Royal Navy 
for a total of 38 years, and follow¬ 
ing a two-month holiday in 
Australia and the Far East will 
become heavily involved in church 
matters in the Pctcrsficld area of 
Hampshire. 


• Fit Lt John Jackson (left) and Lt Craig Finch. 

Trainers take honours 

TWO INSTRUCTORS from the Armed Forces’ Central Flying 
School (Helicopter) Squadron have taken the top honours at 
the British Helicopter Championships. 

Fit Lt John Jackson (RAF) and Lt Craig Finch RN. 
achieved top four placings in a Squirrel over the two-day 
competition, proving their worth in a range of disciplines 
including navigation, precision flying and slalom. 

Their combined results put them ahead of 24 other civil¬ 
ian and military teams, including reigning champions the 
Army Air Corps. 

Sqn Ldr Bunny James, Commanding Officer of the 
squadron at RAF Shawbury, said: “A result like this is a true 
indication of the abilities of the staff here. It is terrific that they 
have lived up to our unit’s motto, a tradition of excellence’.’’ 


TYPE 21 

Replica model in 1:700th scale 

Models, which measure 6.5” long, arc hand cast in white metal, hand painted, 
mounted on a wooden plinth 9” x 2” complete with brass nameplate. 
Available as built (photo), or with exocet, please specify when ordering. 
HMS Amazon, Antelope, Active, Ambuscade, Arrow, Alacrity, Ardent, Avenger 


To order your model send your name, address and 
ch osen model) along with your cheque or credit card details (visa/mastercard) to: 

Angela Bowler, SKYTREX LTD, Park House, 25 Park Road, Ix>ughborough, 
Leicestershire. LEI 1 3ED Tel: 01509 233298 Fax: 01509 210336 
^ Email:slmrexltdffcompuservc.com i*i iam ai.uw jh ihvs pi l ivi kv ^ 


Lemon switches to 
a yellow motorcycle 


Banjo scoots 
to Lands End 

SENIOR rate Ian ‘Banjo* West 
has made an epic journey from 
Scotland to Lands End at the 
sedate speed of 8mph. 

Banjo (46) made the trip, from 
his base at HMS Neptune, by 
microscooter, collecting money for 
Parklands School in Helensburgh 
along the way. 

The chief petty officer, current¬ 
ly Chief Caterer in the Main Mess 
at Neptune, managed to complete 
his 752-mile trip a day ahead of 
schedule, averaging 9() miles a day. 
Ilis support vehicle was driven hy 
civilian storeman Jim Clarke. 


Following in Mum’s footsteps 


• Peter Hutchings. 

Executive of the East Anglian 
Ambulance Service, said: “This 
award is a great accolade for Peter 
personally, and for the service. 

“I congratulate him on behalf of 
everyone in the ambulance service. 
I have read his submission and it 
shows great attention to detail, 
accuracy and humility.” 

Peter, who qualified as a para¬ 
medic in March last year, takes a 
team leader development course 
next month. 


• Former CPO Lemon Kerr in 
his new role with the AA. 


FORMER Chief Petty Officer 
‘Lemon’ Kerr has swapped the 
blue of the Royal Navy for the yel¬ 
low of the AA. 

Lemon - known to some as 
Tony - was a sonar specialist, and 
spent 22 in the Service. 

And the 42-year-old’s experi¬ 
ence through tne years, and an 
interest in cars and bikes, stood 
him in good stead for his new role 
as an AA patrolman. 

Lemon served in HM ships 
Sirius, Naiad, Montrose and 
Liverpool, among others, and saw 
service in the Falklands. 

He trained with the AA as part 
of a resettlement course while still 
in the Navy, and was offered a joh 
on the strength of his ability. 

Shift worlc permitting. Lemon 
also lends a hand at the historic 
dockyard in his home town of 
Chatham. 


COLLETTE Richard s career in 
the Royal Naval Reserve obviously 
had an effect on her family - her 
second son has just joined the 
Naval Service. 

Collette has been a member of 
the RNR for 23 years, and is in the 
Communications Branch. She is 
currently an instructor to the New 
Entry recruits at HMS Raleigh. 

And it was at the Torpoint 
establishment that her younger 
son, OM David Wcmyss, complet¬ 
ed his basic training, allowing his 
mum to take a special interest in 
the passing out parade. 

Collette’s other son, Kevin, 
joined the RM Commandos just 
over two years ago. 

Collette said: “I am thrilled and 
very proud of my two sons. They 
have both done exceptionally well, 
and have fantastic careers ahead 
of them.” 


• Proud mum Chief Petty Officer Collette Richard with sons David 
(left) and Kevin. 


FORMER Petty Officer Peter 
Hutchings has proved a great 
success in his second career. 

Because Peter (39), who left the 
Royal Navy five years ago, has 
earned the accolade Ambulance 
Service Paramedic of the Year. 


The award was given to Peter as 
a result of his study into a fatal 
road accident, where a total of 67 
people - from bystanders who wit¬ 
nessed the original crash to hospi¬ 
tal porters and cleaners - had an 
important part to play in attempt¬ 
ing to save the life of a man. 

“I’m more than chuffed, but I 
didn’t write it to show off my skills. 
It was more of a fact-finding thing 
to prove how many people are 
involved cither directly or indirect¬ 
ly in saving a life.” said Peter, who 
is now based at an ambulance sta¬ 
tion in Ely, East Anglia. 

Peter spent 18 years in the Navy, 
taking voluntary redundancy as a 
PO Communications Yeoman, 
having served in HM ships Sirius. 
Ariadne, Invincible and 
Westminster, as well as ashore at 
Gibraltar and Hong Kong. 

On leaving the Navy he contact¬ 
ed more than 40 ambulance ser¬ 
vices, and it was the East Anglian 
division which responded first. 

Dr Chris Carney, Chief 


Retired captain joins Green Army 


A DEVOTED football fan who 
retired from the Royal Navy 
after a career spanning 36 
years has landed his dream 
job. 

Capt David Tall, who left the 
Service in May, has been 
appointed chief executive of 
Plymouth Argyle Football 
Club. 

A distinguished sub¬ 
mariner, Capt Tail’s last Royal 


Navy appointment was as 
Captain Base Personnel at 
Devonport Naval Base, where 
he was responsible for a 
range of personnel services 
to the Navy community and to 
the civilian workforce. 

His love of sport was well- 
known - before retirement he 
was chairman of the RN 
Football Association, and is a 
lifelong supporter of 


Plymouth Argyle, known in 
the city as the Greens 
because of the colour of their 
shirts. 

Capt Tall, who lives near 
Dartmoor, said: “To coin a 
phrase, it’s a dream come 
true. Very few people get the 
opportunity to leave a job 
they’ve loved for 36 years to 
go to another equally reward¬ 
ing.” 


accolade 


Peter wins 


paramedic 
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Draftv 




Go for individual 
treatment over 
career questions 


And when you’ve taken command of this frigate . 
courses you'd like to do?' 



any 


SEWILLS IN ASSOCIATION WITH HMS ARK ROYAL P0000LY PRESENTS 


be Admiral's Deskpiece 

24 ct told Plated 






OT getting on as fast as you want? Stuck in a rut with little prospect of 
promotion? What you need is information, advice, a pointer to who can 
give the right answers, where the rules are written down and what hap¬ 
pens next. A whole range of questions with no easy answers? Wrong. Ratings 
Career Management is the answer. 

It’s all about how you get 
treated as an individual and 
find the answers to your partic¬ 
ular problems. 

There are some good places to 
start, such as your Divisional 
Officer or the ship’s office, as well 
as the waterfront Drafting and 
Career Management Liaison 
Officer (DCMLO). But what is it 
that you really want to know? 

There arc people in Centurion 
Building working for Staff 
Commander Naval Drafting 
Directorate, who have little to do 
with drafting, but whose day is 
spent in support of ratings. 

They work on promotion and 
advancement, information systems, 
maternity issues. Reservist and 
full-time Reserve service issues. 
They make sure draft orders are 
sent to the correct units, maintain 
next-of-kin details, and book 
courses - especially important ones 
such as BSSC, ISSC and leader¬ 
ship. 

They answer representations 
and complaints and ensure rules 
are applied equally. In short, they 
provide Ratings Career Manage¬ 
ment, and they care about you, the 
individual, and your needs. 

They are the support teams who 
provide the oil in the drafting 
machine for RN and RM person¬ 
nel, and ensure your requirements 
arc met, actioned and recorded. 

Last year they despatched 
256,000 drafting orders, booked 
over 5,600 to ISSC or BSSC and 
2,250 ratings to leadership courses, 
organised and checked 14,500 pro¬ 
motion dossiers, and received over 
85,000 phone calls. That’s a very 
large volume of work by any stan¬ 
dards, so bear with them when the 
odd error creeps in. 

Enough about them. What 
about you? (Since their sole pur¬ 
pose in the Naval Drafting 
Directorate is to provide a service 
for you). The benefit is in attempt¬ 
ing to treat each of you as an indi¬ 
vidual, understand and meet your 
needs and allow you to make deci¬ 
sions on where, when and how 
quickly you want your career to 
progress while taking your family 
needs into account. 

Achieving a ‘work-life’ balance is 
one of the most important aspects 
of Ratings Career Management. 
The Staff Commander’s team 
strive to sort out conflicting Service 


This stunning hexagonal deskpiece 
will make a feature of any desktop. 

A unique and* functional 
accoutrement whether for yourself 
or as a special presentation gift. 

The classic white dial features 
Roman numerals and baton hands. 

SMie 

Precision quartz movement in 
ships gimbal rings mounting. 

24ct gold plated with 
bevelled crystal glass cover. 

O/ 

Reassuringly heavy Solid Brass 
quality' construction. 

Velvet presentation case with silk lining. 


FREE brass plate 

suitable for engraving a 
presentation message 


E15D 


Deskpiece in 
presentation 
case. 


HMS Ark Royal WWT1 relied upon Se wills 
Chronometer 39409 for precision navigation 



ONLY AVAILABLE FROM SEWILLS 
YOU NEED SEND NO MONEY NOW 


To reserve your Ark Royal Admirals Deskpiece 

CALL SEWILLS DIRECT ON 

0151 708 54321S 

Lines open Mon - Fri 9.00am - 5.00pm and Sat 10.00am - 4.00pm 
Answcrphonc outside these hours 

Or complete and fax/post the coupon opposite. 

Fax on 0151 708 6777 or post to: 

Sewills, FREEPOST LV 7185, 

PO Box 251, Liverpool L69 3BR. 

VISIT OUR WEB SITE AT : WWW.Sewills.COITl 


I wish to reserve my Ark Royal Admirals Deskpiece. 

1 understand that I need send no money now and that I will be invoiced for 
| £ 150 on acceptance of my order. 

PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY (+£5 Packing Insurance & Delivery) 

Mr/Mrs/Ms/Miss_ " , '' 1 Uk V _ 

Address__ 


Postcode 


A 


To help us facilitate delivery please ensure that you enter your telephone number 

daytime_evening_ 


You may return your Admirals Desk piece within 7 day's of receipt 
for any reason and have fiill refund or replacement [ 


war. Ha) 


CPOAEA(M) with 4 Regt AAC in 
Lynx. AMG workshops at Wattisham. 
Ipswich. Suflolk for 24 months from May 
2 Sea service 

POAEM(M) with 1 Regt AAC in Lynx 
AAC workshops at Guttersloh. 
Germany, from Dec. 2 for 18 months 
(single or unaccompanied) or 30 
months (accompanied! Shore service 

Any AB or LH with DNR, RCHQ 
North at HMS Caledonia. Rosyth. as 
LGVC driver for 24 months from Feb 2. 
Shore service. 

MEM1 for MEMOC billet in HMS 
Roebuck (Devonport-based survey 
ship) for 30 months from Jan. 2. Sea bil¬ 
let 

MEM1 for MEMOC billet in HMS 
Ramsey (Portsmouth minehunter) for 
30 months from Jan. 2. Sea billet. 

MEM1 for MEMOC billet in HMS 
Aldemev (Portsmouth fishery protection 
vessel) for 21 months from Jan 2 Sea 
billet. 


and personal issues to your advan¬ 
tage. There must be a balance 
against the needs of the Service 
and operational capability. 
Nevertheless, there are probably 
many ways in which they could 
assist you to be where you want, 
doing the job you’ve been trained 
to do, getting the right experience 
for promotion and preparing you 
for a career when you leave. 

It’s not all about today, either. 
Commodore Naval Drafting is try¬ 
ing to make branch transfers more 
user-friendly, providing a means to 
de-conflict sea service for parents 
with dependant children, and to 
streamline the selective promotion 
procedure to allow individuals to 
make the most of their opportuni¬ 
ties and potential. 

There is a huge amount of infor¬ 
mation available in pamphlets and 
magazines, such as the Naval 
Manning Agency Digest , the recent 
Second Sea Lord’s DO Handbook , 
and the Director Naval Service 
Conditions Briefing Notes. There 
are also Placard , People Matters 
and, of course, Navy News. 

There’s plenty of information on 
the websites, such as the Internet 
and MOD Intranet with its Jobs 
List (see below). 

How can it be made any easier? 
Go to your nearest DCMLO for 
the information you want. They 
don’t just provide drafting advice, 
they help with all the above issues 
and are receptive to ideas. 

If they don’t know the answer 
they will find someone (in 
Centurion Building) who does. 
Whatever else goes on in the 
future, it will involve Ratings 
Career Management. So don’t get 
left behind - help us to help you 
sort out your career and your life. 


Jobs list on the Web 


RN and RM drafts and appoint¬ 
ments are now on MODWEB, 
the Second Sea Lord’s Intranet 
and Chots, the RN/RM Jobs 
List being launched by the 
Naval Manning Agency in con¬ 
junction with the Topmast pro¬ 
gramme on April 1. 

MAA Sue Morgan of the 
Topmast team said: “The pri¬ 
mary aim of the Jobs List is to 
give people access to Informa¬ 
tion in a new way. This will help 
them decide on future career 
moves.” 

The Jobs List tells people 
where all the billets and 
appointments are for their 


branch, and is part of the sup¬ 
port for the introduction of 
Topmast. 

To browse the user-friendly 
web page, click on 2SL Web, 
Key Issues, then on RN Jobs 
List. Information includes rank, 
branch, unit, job title, location 
and base ports. 

Once people have seen what 
is available they can use it as 
the basis for discussion with 
their Divisional Officer or by 
making an appointment with 
their nearest Drafting and 
Careers Management Liaison 
Officer. And DOs can access 
the site for info on their role. 
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Army of teenagers descends upon Norton Manor I Survey 





ship's 

Senegal 

soccer 

shocker 


Is this you? 

DEBT PROBLEMS 

Client A is in the Forces. His Financial difficulties 
arose because of a series of unfortunate events 
over a period of a few years. Together with his 
partner he took out a mortgage to purchase a 
property and also various loans to pay for the 
deposit and furnish their new home. 
Unfortunately, the relationship was not long-lived 
and he was left with all the liabilities but only 
one income to service them. In order to survive 
he lived on credit cards and consolidated her 
borrowings with further loans. Eventually the 
situation became impossible and he turned to 
FCL for help 


DEBT SOLUTIONS 

By this time, the total value of his unsecured 
creditors, i.e not including the mortgage and HP 
payments was around £21,000 We assessed his 
full financial situation and established that his 
monthly disposable income (i.e money left after 
paying the mortgage, household bills and living 
expenses) was £185. FCL were able to assist this 
client by preparing proposals to the clients 
creditors offering this monthly sum over a 
period of 5 years in full and final settlement of 
all his unsecured liabilities. This offer, of around 
50% of the total debt was accepted by the 
maiority of the Creditors and became legally 
binding on them all. As you can imagine this was 
a relief to the client who now felt able to make 
a fresh start in his life. 


FCL 


CALL US NOW FOR FREE, 
CONFIDENTIAL DEBT ADVICE 


FREEPHONE 0800 716239 


Tall tales of 
submarines 


DIRECTOR of the RN 
Submarine Museum Cdr Jeff 
Tall will give a talk at the 
Imperial War Museum on One 
Hundred Years of Royal Navy 
Submarines’ on August 8 at 
2p.m. Free seats may be 
booked on 020 7416 5499. 


Forget the nappies - we've 
got wheels to change... 


SERVICE wives in Plymstock are 
trying their hand at car mainte¬ 
nance following a fateful decision 
at a weekly coffee morning not to 
be left helpless when the men are 
at sea and the car might as well 
be. 

Under the guiding eye of 
MEM Simon Jones from HMS 
Drake's car club, the wives have 
gained a natural grasp on the 
basics, including how to change 
a wheel and check the oil and 
water. 

Some of the wives have inflict¬ 
ed a ghastly blow to their hus¬ 
bands' pride by becoming more 
competent than them at what was 
traditionally ‘a man’s job' claims 
Caro Clark (pictured right) who 
says: “If anything went wrong 
with the car we both wouldn’t 
have a clue.” 

The idea was turned into action 
when MAA Jane Stroh, Naval 
Provost Marshal’s community 
liaison officer, approached HMS 
Drake’s car club who happily 
sent a representative to pass the 
tricks of the trade on to the will¬ 
ing wives. 


DEVON PORT-based 
Hydrographic survey ship, HMS 
Beagle let loose her football team 
against the Senegalese Naw 
whilst in port in Senegal's capital. 
Dakar. 

In true Einglish sporting fashion 
the Beagle’s team were party to a 
healthy 3-1 slaughtering. 
Unfortunately, though, they 
weren’t the ones doing the slaugh¬ 
tering. 

With the formidable Senegalese 
Navy shooting ahead in the first 
half with a comfortable two goals 
things were looking decidedly 
bleak for the Beagle's squad. 

Maybe this gave them an extra 
boost in the second half when they 
started to hold their own against 
the Senegalese, but alas, it was not 
to be and the game ended in a con¬ 
clusive 3-1 score in favour of the 
home team. 

Previously in their Dakar stay 
they met with their US Navy coun¬ 
terpart. USS Littlchales and each 
gave the other tours of ship. 

Later HMS Beagle moved back 
to Sierra Leone for her third and 
final survey period, maintaining 
the Royal Navy presence in sup¬ 
port of the Sierra Leone govern¬ 
ment and carrying out hydro- 
graphic surveys in and around 
Freetown. 

Beagle arrived home at 
Plymouth last month and deploys 
again at the end of August - her 
final year in commission proving 
to be one of her busiest. 


• LEARNING THE ROPES: Devonshire teenagers tackle the Royal Marines assault course at Norton 
Manor. 


Matt Fox, also a sufferer, escorted 
him through the activities for the 
day and explained how he had 
overcome his own difficulties. 


Learning 
Marine 
life the 
hard way 


40 COMMANDO found itself swamped with 
teenagers when over 200 pupils from local schools 
joined forces with them to enjoy an action-packed 
day of climbing, crawling and abseiling at the gru¬ 
elling RM assault course at Norton Manor. 


Pupils from Queen’s 

College, the Castle, 
Ladymcad, Bishop Fox’s and 
Taunton schools met with the 
Royal Marines at Norton 
Manor to. with their help and 
expertise, tackle the gruelling 
assault course set up for 
Marine training. 

The students, aged mainly 
between 15 and 17. hopped eager¬ 
ly beneath the guiding wing of 
Major Spike Kelly and a squad of 
highly trained Marines to take part 
in a hugely successful day where 
pupils gained a wealth of knowl¬ 
edge and skills during a brief taster 
of life as a Royal Marine. 

The pupils used and developed 
strategy, team-work, leadership 
skills and initiative as they worked 
themselves and their friends 
through a variety of mentally and 
physically testing tasks, including a 
simulated minefield, underground 
tunnels and sheer 40ft drops. 

To aid them across these obsta¬ 
cles the pupils used hi-tech instru¬ 
ments such as mine probes and 
surveillance equipment - though at 
the end of the day it mattered not 
how much technology they used, 
what really got them through the 
course was sheer grit and determi¬ 


nation. 

Intended as an informal fun 
taster of Marine life, the day was 
most certainly a success, with 
Royal Marines giving up their 
spare time to teach the pupils 
about various aspects of theirjobs, 
including first-aid, camouflage, 
weaponry and communications. 

Castle School teacher 
Chris Howe said it was “a 
fantastic day for the chil¬ 
dren to learn about the 
Marines but also about 
team-work - although it was 
very wet” 

St John Cox, a teacher at 
Ladymcad school, added: ‘The 
day was immensely enjoyable 
despite the appaling weather. We 
are very grateful to the Marines for 
their time and help, they were real¬ 
ly enthusiastic and related well to 
the students.” 

T he youngest pupil present on 
the day, 11-year-old George Pile, 
benefited particularly from the 
experience, having always wanted 
to join the Services but having had 
reservations as to wether or not his 
dyslexia would prevent him from 
doing so. 

His worry was solved when Mne 
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DEBT PROBLEMS? 

Are your outgoings more than your income? 

Are your creditors threatening you with: A charging order. 
Court summons, Solicitors, Bailiffs, Attachment of earnings. 

If you can answer yes to any of the above, then contact us 
now for free and confidential advice that gets results. 

Telephone our professionals on 01329 515532 

WELLBEING SERVICES 

t*Km hum. i»nri m»i htiovn in imm\ iihai.s a\i> lwiiiiln 
WWW.WIXLBHNCiSraVICES CO UK 


10% off 

Our Motor Insurance 

If you insure two vehicles with us* 

Call into your local branch of NAAFI 
Financial or call us on: 

00800 76 76 77 77 

Frt*: from UK & Germany / HA Jut . \ 

+44 1603 205 209 \nmn£M/ 

Rest of the world ^-^ 

www.naafi-fmancial.com Off main policy only 


FORCES 

EX-SERVICE PERSONNEL 


WOUNDS? DISEASES? INJURIES? 
CAUSED BY SERVICE? 

also 

INDUSTRIAL INJURIES, DISEASE AND 
PERSONAL ACCIDENT CLAIMS 

You may be entitled to 


COMPENSATION 


CALL THE CLAIMS SPECIALISTS!!! 

CALL FREEPHONE 
0500 22 20 22 NOW!!! 

THORN COMPENSATION SERVICES LTD • MARSH HOUSE 
92A MARSHLAND ROAD • MOORENDS • DONCASTER DN8 4SZ 


"Separating, Bereaved or 
Acquiring/Selling Property?" 
"Need Help and Legal Advice?" 

If you're in the ForC6S there's a fast way to make 
contact with a solicitor who'll speak your language. 
The Forces Legal Network is a national group of 
established, independent solicitors who all provide: 

• FREE 30 minute initial diagnostic interviews 

• Staff with experience of service problems 

• Legal Aid and "No Win-No Fee" accident claims 

• 24 hour emergency legal cover 

• A full range of quality assured legal services 


Monevwise 

Your choices over the 



4 And avoid sailors - this says they could be holding stakes!' 


• Competitive fees 



The Forces Legal Network 


One call puts you in 
touch with confidential 
advice on any service 
or family legal matter. 

email: @forceslaw.demon.co.uk 

FORCES LAW HELPLINE: 

0845 6011260 


B Y LAW, the Ministry 
of Defence as an 
employer has to 
designate a stakeholder 
pension scheme, and 
work is now going on to 
choose a commercial 
supplier. 

The new arrangements will 
not affect in any way Service 
people’s entitlements under 
the Armed Forces Pension 
Scheme, but it will present 
them with a series of choices 
should they wish to take advan¬ 
tage of the stakeholder set-up. 

Stakeholder pensions are flexi¬ 
ble, low-cost, personal pensions. 
Contributions arc invested in a 
fund which is eventually used to 
buy a pension and can be of any 
amount up to a set limit - currently 
£3,600 a year gross. 

As the scheme came into 
effect on April 1, payments 
can be made into a stake¬ 
holder pension now. 

Any member of the Armed 
Forces, whether or not their 
employment is covered hy an exist¬ 
ing pension arrangement, such as 
the Armed Forces Pension 
Scheme, is eligible to contribute to 
a stakeholder pension provided 
their annual earnings are below a 
set limit - currently £30.000 gross. 


ANYONE trying to run a 
household will know that 
there are times when there 
is not enough money to go 
around. 

When trying to juggle the 
accounts and deciding which 
bills to pay and which to delay, 
you must remember that some 
debts are more important than 
others. 

Always pay priority creditors 
first - such as mortgage, rent, 

? as, electricity, water, Council 
ax, maintenance and court 
fines. Non-payment of those 
could result in loss of property, 
eviction, disconnection of 
essential services or imprison¬ 
ment. 

You have little or no control 
over the size of some bills, but 
you do over others - especially 
those for gas and electricity. 
Sizeable savings can be made 
in those areas, and by shop¬ 
ping around you can switch to 
a company that offers energy 
more cheaply than your current 
supplier. Dual fuel agreements 
- buying gas and electricity 
from the same provider - may 


Should the gross annual earnings 
of a member exceed the limit, there 
is a five-year continuance period 
during which contributions can still 
he made to the scheme. If gross 
earnings fall below the limit at anv 
time during that five years, the 
count restarts. Otherwise, contri¬ 
butions must end after the five 
years. 

As a concession to the spouses of 
Crown employees, husbands or 
wives who accompany their Service 
partners on an overseas tour arc 


give additional savings. 

You can economise in other 
ways without undue hardship. 
Follow these steps to save 
money on fuel bills: 

ALWAYS know your tariff - a 
call to your supplier will con¬ 
firm it and most will ensure you 
are on the most economical 
level. 

PAY by the most economical 
method. Most companies offer 
a discount if you pay by direct 
debit. If you pay a landlord for 
power via a private coin meter, 
consider connecting direct to a 
meter provided by a power 
company - it’s usually cheaper. 

SAVE more if you use your 
home for any type of business. 
You can claim part of your 
household fuel bills as a busi¬ 
ness expense. Just divide the 
electricity or gas bill by the 
number of rooms you use in 
your home for business - if 
there are five rooms and you 
use one as an office, 20 per 
cent of your bill can be paid by 
your business. 

AUDIT your appliances. 
Know how much each of your 
appliance uses: Multiply the 


also eligible to make and maintain 
contributions to a stakeholder pen¬ 
sion. 

All employers with a workforce 
of more than five must now provide 
access to a stakeholder scheme for 
employees earning (currently) £67 
or less a week, and who arc not eli¬ 
gible for membership of an 
employer's occupational pension 
scheme. 

The employer must make an 
arrangement with a commercial 
stakeholder provider and. if asked 

bills - 


cost of one unit of electricity 
(see your bill) by the wattage 
rating of the appliance, and 
divide by 1,000. For example, 
an electric oven uses up to 540 
per cent more electricity than a 
microwave oven. 

CONSIDER low-voltage 
appliances. For example, a 
240v desk lamp typically uses 
60w, whereas a low-voltage 
halogen lamp uses 20w. 

SWITCH OFF sleeping 
appliances. Your TV, VCR, hi-fi, 
computer, security lights which 
use a PIR detector can use 
from 6w to 30w per hour on 
standby. 

LIGHTEN UP. Low-energy 
lamps are an obvious solution, 
saving on average 90 per cent 
in consumption. 

USE THERMOSTATS effi¬ 
ciently as heating can account 
for the bulk of your winter bills. 
Turning your thermostat down 
by just two degrees can save 
up to 25 per cent on costs in a 
year. Fit individual thermostats 
(typical cost £4) to each heater. 

LOOK before you cook. 
Where possible switch to 
microwave cooking. Microwave 
ovens use a fraction of the 
energy of conventional cookers 
and cook in much less time. 

FIX that fridge. The average 
refrigerator uses 250w per 
hour, a separate freezer at least 
double that. Ensure they are in 
the coldest place, or at least 
move them away from the 
cooker. It will save pounds. 

There are lots more cost-sav¬ 
ing measures, such as only 
partly filling kettles and taking 
showers instead of baths. 
However, if you are struggling 
to pay energy bills, contact 
your suppliers to negotiate an 
arrangement you can manage. 

■ This feature was supplied 
by the debt advice company 
FCL (freephone 0800 716239) 
and website information at: 

www.fcl.org.uk 


to hy an employee, must make 
deductions from the employee's 
ay and pass them to the stakc- 
older pension provider. 

Employers must have des¬ 
ignated a provider by 
October 8. 

MOD is in the process of desig¬ 
nating a provider who can offer a 
stakeholder scheme to all eligible 
members of the Armed Forces. 
However, the Ministry can only 
make deductions from pay for 
Service people, not on behalf of a 
spouse or other family member. 
Further details will be published in 
coming months. 

If you arc not sure whether you 
might want to pay into a stakeholder 
pension, you may wish to speak to 
an independent financial adviser. 

The Department of Social 
Security produces various guides 
on pension options. They can be 
obtained hy calling the Pensions 
Info-Line on 0845 7 31 32 33 (calls 
charged at local rates). A text- 
phone number is available on 0845 
604 0210, or you can write to: 

DSS Pensions. Freepost BS 
5555/1. Bristol, BS99 IBL 

Guides can also he ordered 
online at www.dss.gov.uk 

A Defence Council Instruction 
will also be published soon with 
further details, including the name 
of MODs designated provider. 


Financial 
services 
website 
launched 
by IMaafi 


A NEW website has been 
launched by Naafi Financial. 

It gives information on the 
full range of finance and 
insurance products available 
lrom Naafi for those in the 
Armed Forces and Ministry of 
Defence, and their families. 

The site also features details ol 
the two new products recently 
launched hy Naafi Financial - 
Family Assurance Bonds and 
Naafi Cars Direct. 

Janita Hanif. Naafi Financial’s 
marketing director, said: 

“Our new website gives our 
customers another opportunity to 
contact us. and to find out more 
about the products and services 
Naafi Financial provides, which 
are specifically tailored to meet 
the needs of the Services. 

“It also clears up a lot of 
confusion about the Naafi 
Financial and Warrior Group 
relationship.” 

Naafi Financial were also 
developing the facility for 
customers to apply for many of 
the organisation's products online 
- seen as particularly useful for 
people serving in the more 
remote overseas locations. 

“We arc also developing the 
site to become more interactive.” 
she said, “and to include many 
useful additional links for the 
Armed Forces.” 

Those visiting the site on 
wwwjuiafi-finuncuil.com will be 
able to give their views on what 
they'd like to sec in the future 
and to enter a prize draw to win a 
DVD player. 



0870 333 1824 


Email: dip.mil.tfs@pendragon.uk.com 



Cut the fuel 
not the connection 
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.you re an 

mrp et with 

. \ m 

loans 




The Micralaans 
repayment 


holiday. 






Borrow up to 
EEBBO and make 
no repayments 
for two months! 


£1DD - £2,000 available at: 
preferential rates far all 
serving members of the 
British Armed Forces 1 

Fixed repayments for easy 
budgeting 

Quick and easy to arrange 

Optional Payment Protection 
available 

/Mo early settlement fees 
IMo administration lees 


whatever you want... 

microloans 0 

...mates. »t possible. 


freephone 

0800 5424882 

quoting reference ML1035 Lines open 

Bam - Bpm everyday 

or visit our new website 

www. micralaans. co. uk 


'Subfed to status Written quotations available on request Data Protection Act: Telephone cals to and from Imperial Consofcdated Financiers 
LW may be recorded or montoied fof your security and lo hetp wnprove our service to order to process your telephone application, we win need 
to check your financial standing &y making a search at a credit reference agency wtncti keeps a record ot that search Details of how you conduct 
your loan may also be disclosed to any credit reference agency and this information may be used by other lenders m assessing applications from 
you and for occasional debt tracing and fraud prevention Consumer Crertt Licence No 451201 Imperial Consolidated Ftianoers Limited is 
pan of the Imperial Consoirfated UK Group 




li ccta,/- 




Imperial Consolidated 

group of companies 


INVESTOR IN PEOPLE 
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Helping. Hands 



Treat for 
disaster 
survivor 


Cardiff team 
rises to 
peak challenge 

A TEAM from HMS Cardiff has 
raised more lhan £1,000 for 
Imperial Cancer Research by hik¬ 
ing up the highest peaks of 
Scotland, England and Wales in 
less than 24 hours. 

The team started the annual 
Three Peaks Challenge at Ren 
Nevis at 4.30pm, and with minibus 
trips to the Lake District and 
Snowdonia following on, punctu¬ 
ated by climbs up Scafell Pike and 
Snowdon, the team finished the 
Challenge in 22h 31m. 

OM Hammy Hambly had a per¬ 
sonal reason for undertaking the 
challenge - his father died of can¬ 
cer in 1997. Hammy said: “I’m 
glad to be able to raise money to 
help the fight against cancer.” 

Carrier cyclists 
race for home 

A TEAM of cyclists will race carri¬ 
er HMS Ark Royal from Rosyth to 
Portsmouth to raise money for a 
pioneering piece of equipment. 

The team, led by CPOs Kev 
Anderson and Chris Alderson, will 
call at Leeds General Infirmary on 
the way. The Ark’s cyclists recent¬ 
ly helped launch the £50,000 
appeal for a voice-activated robot¬ 
ic arm, to be used in keyhole 
surgery on new-born babies - the 
only such facility in Europe. 

Donations can be sent to the 
Rcvd John Green, HMS Ark 
Royal, BFPO 212, with cheques 
made out to Central Fund, FIMS 
Ark Royal. 


HMS CORNWALL has 
played host to a young survivor 
of the devastating Indian 
earthquake earlier this year. 

Parth Praddip Joshi (II) was 
trapped in rubnlc for 96 hours, 
crushing his leg. 

Rescue workers, including the 
Devon-based Rapid UK, got him 
out safely, but could not save his 

Rescue group aided 

THE RUGBY club at HMS 
Collingwood has supported 
the Gosport and Fareham 
Inshore Rescue Service 
(GAFIRS) by donating cash for 
a modern Global Maritime 
Distress radio system. 

GAFIRS, which uses three 
boats to patrol the Solent 
coast, is manned by volun¬ 
teers - one of whom is CPO 
Mike Allen, who made the 
approach to the rugby club. 


mother and brother. 

Parth's leg was amputated, but 
he now has an artificial limb, and 
the need for further medical treat¬ 
ment brought him to Britain - and 
Devonport Naval Base. 

Parth, his father Pradip and 
members of Rapid UK were wel¬ 
comed to the Type 22 frigate by the 
ship's Executive Officer, Lt Cdr 
Alastair Stangroom, and were 
given a full tour. 

Parth sat in the Captain’s chair 
on the bridge, and also tried the 
attack training simulator. 

Despite the loss of a leg, Parth 
made light of the ship's ladders 
with minimal help from his father. 

The whirlwind two-hour visit 
ended with Parth taking a bag of 
goodies and four packets of his 
favourite ready-salted crisps. 

The youngster and his father 
have now returned to India, but 
arc scheduled to be back in the UK 
next year for further treatment. 








• Some of the ship's company of HMS Fearless test out their shades in preparation for the Guide 
Dogs for the Blind Association’s Shades fora Day campaign. With them is Mrs Lynda Brook, owner 
of guide dog Ian (right), with guide dogs Ranger, Lorna and Ellie. Picture: la(phot) Christine wood 


Fearless is put in the shades 


THE clouds may have moved in, 
but it did not prevent the ship’s 
company of HMS Fearless joining 
in the Guide Dogs for the Blind 
Association’s Shades for a Day 
campaign. 

The charity visited the assault 
ship to help get over the message 
about safe sunglasses, part of a 


campaign which will also raise 
money for guide dogs. 

The Association, which cele¬ 
brates its 7()th anniversary this 
year, is encouraging people to pro¬ 
tect their eyesight by ensuring they 
buy sunglasses labelled with the 
CE marking, which guarantees 
they provide adequate protection 


against powerful ultraviolet rays 
from the sun. 

For more information on the 
campaign, about fund-raising for 
the Association, or the guide dog 
puppy walking scheme, visit the 
website at wMw.guidedoRs.ory.uk or 
call 0118 983 8228 for your local 
area contact. 

Torch runners 
help Games 

MEMBERS of the Gibraltar 
Squadron took part in the annual 
Law Enforcement Torch Run. 
helping to raise more than £10,000 
for the Special Olympic Games 
Movement. 

The three-hour run, during 
which sailors from HM ships 
Trumpeter and Ranger collected 
money along the way, ended as the 
team of runners entered Victoria 
Stadium to light the Olympic 
flame at the start of the two-day 
Games, organised for adults and 
children with learning disabilities. 



• Runners from HM ships Ranger and Trumpeter who took part in 
the Gibraltar Torch Run. 



Hives are coining it 


A CAMPAIGN to gather loose 
change in foreign currency 
and convert it into Sterling 
has so far yielded £5,000. 

For more than 18 months, 
Hangar Training Flight (HTF) 
at RAF Cosford has been 
managing the collection of 
foreign currency and old 
sterling coins from all three 
Services for the benefit of 
BBC Children In Need. 

The MOD-wide project, co¬ 


ordinated by HIVEs (Help 
Information Volunteer Ex¬ 
change), uses instantly- 
recognisable gallon whisky 
bottles, 500 of which were 
donated by Bells, to collect 
the coins. 

These are placed in HIVEs, 
messes and bars In establish¬ 
ments around the country. 

The project has run so effi¬ 
ciently it is hoped to continue 
for a further year. 


• Earthquake survivor Parth with Lt 
Cdr Alastair Stangroom on the flight 
deck of HMS Cornwall in Devonport . 


Donations 
off payroll 
worth more 


Lourdes proves good run ashore 


A GROUP of special needs adults 
from Service families enjoys a trip 
to Lourdes every year - and the 
organisers want to hear from 
prospective backers or participants. 
The Joint Service Hosanna 

Sultan hosts camp 

HMS SULTAN is to host its annu¬ 
al summer camp for 33 blind ex- 
Scrviccmcn from St Dunstan’s at 
the end of July. 

The camp was taken over by 
Sultan when HMS Daedalus 
closed in 1996. 


House Group, part of the HCPT 
The Pilgrimage Trust, provides a 
respite care holiday in Hosanna 
House. Lourdes, in France. 

For sailors like AEA Paul 
Hornsey, a student nurse from the 
Royal Defence Medical College at 
Fort Blockhouse, it is a chance to 
show the caring side of the Navy. 

With his oppo Jamie Bartlc, 
Paul had a great run shore and 
provided some respite for a family. 

For further information on the 
JSHHG write to CPONN Gary 
Wright, B3 Ward, Royal Hospital, 
Haslar, Gosport PO!2 2AA. 


A SIMPLE, tax-effective charity 
scheme operated by the Ministry 
of Defence could mean extra 
money for good causes. 

The Charities Payroll Giving 
Scheme is open to Service and 
civilian personnel, under which an 
authorisation to the MOD allows 
the department to take regular 
charitable donations from pay. 
which is given to a Payroll (living 
Agency for onward distribution. 

For individuals, the donation is 
taken from pay before tax is calcu¬ 
lated. whicn means tax relief is 
included in the donation - at the 
basic rale of tax, it will effectively 
cost the donor £3.90 to donate £5. 

In addition, the Government 
will add ten per cent to donations 
until April 2003, which bumps the 
£5 donation up to £5.50, as well as 
guaranteeing charities a regular 
flow of funds. 

The MOD scheme is currently 
administered by South West 
Charitable Giving, of Tavistock. 

Anyone who wishes to join the 
scheme should complete a 
Charities Payroll Giving Scheme 
application form (MOD Form 
SWCG/2 for Service personnel, 
Form SWCG/C1 for civilians). 

More details are contained in 
DC1 Gen 166/01, or ring SP Pol 
Families on Main Building 78334. 

Teams travel in 
hope to Bute 

A CHARITY challenge saw three 
teams from HMS Chatham using 
their initiative to travel from 
Plymouth to the Isle of Bute at 
minimal cost to raise money for 
the ship’s charity. 

The teams selected routes at 
random from sealed envelopes, 
and then set off with a list of land¬ 
marks to visit on their way from 
the frigate’s home port to 
Rothesay, where Chatham was 
making a visit. 

LS Billy Nourse’s team - OM 
Jeffers Jeffery and S/Lt Helen 
Coleman - returned to the ship in 
style, hitching a lift in the ship’s 
Sea King from 819 Naval Air 
Squadron - and just pipped the 
opposition. 

The challenge raised more than 
£8(X) for the ship’s charities (St 
Luke’s Hospice, Children’s Wish 
and Pembroke House), while a 
flight-deck barbecue and horse¬ 
race night aboard the ship raised 
another £677. 

■ For full details of the challenge, 
sec www.navynews.co.uk 

Students race 

A TEAM of 20 female students 
and staff from BRNC, Dartmouth, 
hope to have raised more than 
£4,000 in the Imperial Cancer 
Race for Life, for research into 
cancers which principally affect 
women. 



WHEN the Foot and Mouth 
outbreak put paid to a 
planned hill-walking week 
for the ship’s company of 
HMS Shetland, alternative 
activities were devised to 
raise money for charity. 

Further limited by an 
enforced spell in dry-dock 
for their ship, those sailors 
who could, undertook a 
sports day, a leadership day 
and a go-karting day. More 
than 500 miles of exercise 
were clocked up - and £520 
was raised for the Guide 
Dogs for the Blind 
Association. 


WIVES of Northwood HQ staff 
have handed over a cheque for 
£8.000 to SSAFA Forces Help. 

A number of fund-raising 
events, including band concerts, a 
wartime dance’, a bridge drive and 
a quiz night, helped raise the cash. 

The most popular event was a 
Christmas sampler, when each 
NATO nation at Northwood pre¬ 
sented their own festive fare. 


The presentation of the cheque 
also raised funds, with music pro¬ 
vided by the Northwood Volunteer 
Band under the direction of 
B'CSgt Brian O’Kane, and the 
Oucstcr Choir from Ealing. 

Mrs Viv Stevens, wife of Adml 
Rob Stevens, Chief of Staff (Ops) 
to CinC Fleet, presented the 
cheque on behalf of the wives. 


Wives collect £8,000 
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NNI 


In the Armed Forces, you have to be prepared to cancel your holiday 
at a moment’s notice. But you’ll find some travel insurers are less 
than sympathetic. 

Affinitas’ Travel Insurance covers you for the insured cost of your holiday if 
your leave gets cancelled. We understand the way you live, so we won't 
penalise you for doing your duty. And unlike other specialist insurers, we’ll 
carry on covering you after you’ve left the Services. 


With different policies for Europe, Worldwide and Winter Sports, you only pay 
for what you need. You can choose Single Trip, or Annual Travel Insurance 
which means you’re always covered for last minute getaways. And if you’re 
driving on holiday in Europe, we've got competitive Breakdown cover too. 

Whether you’re serving or retired, call the number below. Or, if you’re 
outside the UK, call +44 1206 393 777 and we’ll ring you straight back. 
So call us - before duty calls you. 


0800 3161 317 

www.affinitas.com 


affinitas 

looking out for you 
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Roval Naval Association 


Don’t lose your 
identity, warns 
outgoing chief 


ONE OF THE greatest challenges facing the Royal Naval Association is to forge 
new bonds with other groups without losing identity in too big a mixture of 
organisations, the RNA’s retiring leader has warned. 


Vice Admiral Sir Roy 
Newman was giving his last 
address as RNA President at 
the Association's annual con¬ 
ference. He had come to the 
end of his self-set, five-year 
term of office. 

During that time he has heen a 
great advocate of change in the 
RNA and personally welcomed 
this year's conference decision to 
admit serving and former Royal 
Fleet Auxiliary personnel as full 
members of the Association. 

However, he sounded this warn¬ 
ing: “Whatever emerges in the 
years ahead with amalgamation or 
convergence with other associa¬ 
tions, we must ensure our ethos 
remains unaffected. We must not 
be drawn into a grouping of other 
agencies which is too big - where 
our personality is lost." 

He also voiced a cautionary note 
over the increasing “Jointery" in 
Britain's three Armed Forces: “My 
personal view is that the Services 
themselves may already have gone 
too far in combining with other 


‘We must guard 
against being 
submerged’ 

arms of other Services, and as a 
result may have sacrificed some of 
their individual and intangible 
esprit de corps. 

“All convergence is no doubt 
argued in the name of greater 
financial efficiency, but I suspect 
much is achieved at the expense of 
the special difference which makes 
a person proud of his individual 
Service or organisation. 

“We must guard against being 
submerged. Elephant-and-rahbil 
pie tastes an awful lot like ele¬ 
phant.” 

He recognised the need to cut 
overheads and continued strongly 
to recommend that the RNA kept 
an open mind on closer co-opera¬ 
tion, even federation, with other 
veterans groups. But: “We must 
remind ourselves there is always a 


debit side to any merging of groups 
or interests. We must not allow our 
own spirit or ethos to suffer any 
change." 

He said the Navy was now- realis¬ 
ing that veterans groups could and 
had to do more to help and pro¬ 
mote the Service - something that 
was changing the RNAs relation¬ 
ship with the RN. 

“I foresee us playing a greater 
part in spreading the Naval mes¬ 
sage, and our own rules and by¬ 
laws already give us a wide respon¬ 
sibility to help in matters of recruit¬ 
ing and resettlement.” 

He said that during his five years 
as President he and his wife had 
been inspired by the warmth, 
cheerfulness and goodwill of mem¬ 
bers - qualities that were at the 
heart of the RNA. 

He said: “Our Association has 
an enviable reputation for caring 
about people, and for showing that 
care by our actions as well as with 
financial help to those in need. 
Being there for someone is so 
important to us.” 
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PROOF OF SERVICE CARD IS 
GIANT STEP FORWARD 



THE MAN who has done so 
much to help create the 
proof-of-service card for 
RNA members receives his 
own card - in a big way. 

CPO Eli Ellis, who spon¬ 
sored the successful bid for 
the Sailors and Fleet 
Amenities Fund to provide the 
financial backing for the card, 
receives an enlarged version 
of it from Rear Admiral Roger 
Lockwood, the Second Sea 
Lord’s Chief of Staff. 

The funds allowed the 
Association to buy the 
machinery to make the card, 
and computer software was 
provided to create a records 
database. 

Application forms for the 
card, the real version of which 
is in Eli’s left hand, are included 
in the documentation given to 
RN and RM leavers. 

The card costs £24 which 
includes four years’ member¬ 
ship of the RNA. The reverse 
side bears a photograph of the 
holder, the person’s name, sig¬ 
nature and expiry date. 


Turning a crisis into 
a golf tournament 


CRISIS management was sud¬ 
denly thrust upon the organis¬ 
ers of the RNA C harity Golf 
Tournament when the rains 
came down. 

Creators of the now annual tour¬ 
nament, Rayleigh branch, had to 
move the date of the event four 
weeks on from May 2 as torrential 
rain had waterlogged the course. 

Chief organiser Alan Booth had 
to inform all entrants of the new 
date - doubling the already large 
amount of work he had put into 
arranging the tournament. 

HMS Illustrious's team had to 
cancel as the ship would he at sea, 
while the HMS Dryad entry was 
scratched as the new date clashed 
with a major ship’s dinner. 

Undismayed, Alan found fresh 
entries with the help of the Army. 
One good thing about the changes 
was tnat the RNA’s President des¬ 
ignate at the time, Vice Admiral 
John McAnally was able to attend 
and demonstrate his golfing skills 
to the Army lads in his team. 

However, the tournament’s 
problems did not end on the day. 
Transport bringing six Royal 
Marines musicians, who were due 
to play golf and then perform a 
Sunset ceremony, broke down en 
route. 

The day was saved by C'PO sub¬ 
mariner Taff Rowlands of the 
NATO team who got together 
Army. RAF and USN personnel - 
and used his bosun’s call in place of 
the bugles. 

As reported in our July edition. 
Shipmate Don Oliver (Ipswich) 
won the Navy News Trophy, and the 

Wreath laid for 
Bismarck dead 

A WREATH commemorating the 
men who died when the German 
battleship Bismarck was sunk was 
laid on behalf of the Bismarck 
Survivors Association by No 12 
Area chairman Shipmate Harold 
Geddis. 

The wreath was cast on the 
water off Northern Ireland from 
the visiting minehuntcr HMS 
Cottesmore during the Battle of 
the Atlantic anniversary commem¬ 
orations in the Province. 


Due to conference coverage, 
this month’s branch news 
will appear in our next issue. 


tournament as a whole raised at 
least £2.000 for SSAFA Forces 
Help. Other winners included the 
European Forces team who beat 
the USN to win the Mini Ryder 


WINNER of the £50 prize for 
spotting HMS Redpole in our 
June issue is Mr G. Taylor of 
Lincoln. 

Redpole (1985-95) became a 
Northern Ireland patrol vessel 
after being transferred from 
RAF service in which she was 
known as Sea Otter. 

Our mystery picture this 
month, taken at RN air station 
Yeovilton in 1972, shows a Sea 
King helicopter with the incom- 


cvent; Thames River Police who 
beat Essex Police: Greg Foster who 
won Rayleigh Branch Trophy; and 
the RAF who were Inter-Services 
team victors. 


plete airframe of what other 
kind of aircraft? 

Complete the coupon and send N to 
Mystery Picture, Navy News. HMS Nelson. 
Portsmouth POI 3HH. Coupons giving 
correct answers will go into a prize draw 
to establish a winner. 

Closing date for entries is September 
15. More than one entry can be submitted, 
but photocopies cannot be accepted. Do 
not include anything else in your enve¬ 
lope: no correspondence can be entered 
into and no entry returned. 

The winner will be announced in our 
October edition. The competition is not 
open to Navy News employees or their 
families. 
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Uniform success for ace recruiters Plymouth 


PLYMOUTH branch has pulled 
off one of the most remarkable 
recruiting feats in the history of 
the RNA. In just six months 
since the beginning of the year 
the branch has almost doubled 
in size to 229 members. 

What's more, the 111 members 
who have signed up since January 
are all serving RN personnel. 

Branch Secretary Shipmate Arthur 
Gutteridge puts his recruiting blitz 


down to the fact that as ‘ slops'* 
(clothing) manager at Devonport 
Naval Base, he is in daily contact 
with the lads and lasses in uniform. 

Many of the new members are 
from HM ships Northumberland and 
Chatham, but also represented are 
HM ships Beagle, Cambridge, 
Campbeltown. Cornwall. Coventry, 
Cumberland, Montrose, Norfolk, 
Ocean, Portland. Sheffield and a 
submarine. 

Shoreside serving members are 


from Cambridge. Director Naval 
Recruiting staff, HMS Drake and the 
military hospital unit at Derriford. 

The influx has made Plymouth 
branch the largest in No 4 (South 
West) Area, and has won for it the 
annual award of the Briggs Dirk for 
the branch of 30 or more members 
that has achieved 
the highest re¬ 
cruiting figures. 

The Dirk was pre¬ 
sented to Arthur by 


the President. Vice Admiral Sir Roy 
Newman, at conference. 

Admiral Newman also presented 
the Sword of Honour to No 3 Area, 
the area showing the greatest 
increase in full members. 

The Briggs Rosebowl for the 
branch of fewer than 30 members 


which has signed up the most 
recruits was won by Isle of Sheppey. 

Recruiting Certificates for over¬ 
seas branches with the best figures 
were won by Cape Town (30-plus 
members in size) and Perth in 
Western Australia, which has fewer 
than 30 members. 


Wind of change 

driven by need 

to stay strong 

GROUND-breaking decisions and much of the debate at the RNA annual confer¬ 
ence reflected the main concern of the Association at both leadership and grass¬ 
roots level: maintaining the organisation’s strength. 


RNA's new 
president 
led Navy 
recruiting 



• Vice Admiral McAnally 

AT A TIME when attracting 
new members is becoming 
more and more important for 
the RNA, an Admiral who 
was responsible for Royal 
Navy recruiting in the late 
199()s has become the 
Association’s new President. 

Vice Admiral John McAnally 
(55) was Flag Officer Recruiting 
and Training in 1996-98 before 
his last RN job as Commandant 
of the Royal College of Defence 
Studies. He left the Navy last 
April. 

A navigation expert, his 
appointments during his 39 years 
in the Navy have included service 
in HMY Britannia, and command 
of five vessels - HM ships 
Iveston, Torquay, Alacrity, 
Ariadne and Hermione as well as 
being Captain of the 6th Frigate 
Squadron. 

He was Director of Naval 
Logistics Policy in 1993, and from 
1994-96 was Director of the 
Naval Staff and Deputy to the 
Assistant Chief of Naval Staff. 


While the number of recruits 
being attracted to the organisa¬ 
tion is high, the figure is being 
outstripped by membership 
losses - mainly due to deaths 
among the many aged ship¬ 
mates. 

The historic decision to welcome 
former and serving Royal Fleet 
Auxiliary personnel as members 
with full rights is an indication that 
the majority of the Association 
realise that it must go some way to 
widening its net. 

Also approved was a motion 
proposed by City of Ely branch that 
associate members be allowed to 
vote on social and domestic busi¬ 
ness at branch level. 

Another indication of change 
came when a proposal which would 
have given the RNA’s 16,000-plus 
associate members a chance of a 
place on branch committees, was 
only narrowly defeated. 

The 115 votes for giving 
associates a greater part in 
branch affairs was a whisker 
short of the two-thirds 
majority needed. 

The motion proposed by 
Wigston and District (seconded by 
Spalding) called for the rules to be 
enanged so that associates be 
allowed to sit on main committees 
provided the majority of commit¬ 
tee members were full members or 
life members. It would also have 
allowed associate members to hold 
branch office. 

Dissatisfaction at the outcome 
of the vote was plain and many del¬ 
egates voiced their disappointment 
from the body of the Town Hall at 
Clacton-on-Sea where this year’s 
conference was opened by the 


Chairman of Tendring District 
Council, Cllr Caroline Jessop. 
Though urging delegates to accept 
with good grace the decision 
against Wigston’s motion, the 
Association's outgoing President. 


by. 


Anton Hanney 

Vice Admiral Sir Roy Newman, 
made it plain where his sympathy 
lay: 

“Our associate members are 
going to have to be brought into 
the centre of the organisation.” he 
said. “Those of you who support 
that principle should draft a suit¬ 
able motion which I’m sure in two 
year’s time you’ll win.” (No RNA 
conference motion which has failed 
may be put before the following 

Death forces 
new election 

NEWLY elected National 
Council member for Scottish 
Area, Shipmate Jim Young, had 
died suddenly at the age of 50, 
conference heard. 

Shipmate Young, who had 
been involved in preparations 
at Perth for next year's confer¬ 
ence, was founder member of 
Tranent & District branch and 
was Scottish Area treasurer. 

His loss is keenly felt by the 
Association, and the RNA now 
has to repeat the Area election 
process which is expected to 
produce a new National 
Council member for by the 
autumn. 



year's conference). 

Supporting the motion proposed 
by Wigston and District branch. 
Ann Foley of Grcenford said that 
allowing associate members to 
become officers would help many 
small branches of less than 30 full 
members to continue running. 

Shipmate Bill Webb of 
Liverpool said his branch - 
whose 400 associate mem¬ 
bers almost outnumber the 
rest by nearly two to one - 
was finding it difficult to find 
a full member willing to 
become secretary. 

“If we can’t find a secretary, our 
branch and club must close accord¬ 
ing to rule,” he said. 

Among other motions which fell 
was one proposed by Maidstone 
and seconded by Eastbourne, seek¬ 
ing to reduce the cost to RNA 
Areas of life membership nomina¬ 
tions. For each nomination which is 
approved, £60 is paid to the 
Association’s HQ. 

Another motion which failed 
was an Ipswich call - proposed by 
Area PRO John Rivett - for com¬ 
prehensive briefing material on 
conference activities to be pre¬ 
pared by HQ and circulated to del¬ 
egates. 

Arguments against the motion 
were that it would impose a burden 
on the lean staff at HQ. and that 
ensuring the spread of information 
on the conference weekend should 
be the task of the host branch. 

However, the President, noting 
that 65 delegates had voted for the 
motion, said it indicated that many 
thought the dissemination of infor¬ 
mation by HQ was not good 
enough. “We must take the point 
and try to do better,” he said. 


• Arthur Gutteridge, on board HMS Portland, shows off Plymouth 
branch's recruiting award, the Briggs Dirk, to three of the 111 uni¬ 
formed members of the branch he has signed up since the begin¬ 
ning of the year - (l-r) PO(M) Nick Nicholls of HMS Portland, PO(S) 
George Winter of HMS Cumberland and CPO(M) Topsy Turner. 

Chatham beats 
off challenge to 
host 2003 event 

CHATHAM will host the RNA’s annual conference in 2003. The 
decision was made at this year’s conference - but not before a 
rare, rival challenge from Liverpool was beaten off. 

Chatham’s secretary Shipmate holiday camp as conference venue 


Bill Murray, proposing the motion, 
said the venue would prove memo¬ 
rable. 

Medway Council was offering 
sponsorship and entertainment, an 
accommodation booking agency 
would be hired, and Chatham 
Historic Dockyard and the museum 
destroyer HMS Cavalier would 
make it a trip down Memory Lane. 

The motion was seconded by 
Maidstone. 

Proposing the late amendment 
that Liverpool be chosen instead. 
Shipmate Colin Baker of Black¬ 
pool and Fylde. said a conference 
held there in May 2003 would coin¬ 
cide with the commemoration of 
the 60th anniversary of the Battle 
of the Atlantic. 

However, delegates' support of 
Chatham’s bid was overwhelming. 

Two other motions concerning 
conference venues and timing were 
defeated. Tenbury Wells’s proposal 
that the National Council investi¬ 
gate the possibility of booking a 


‘Enormous task’ faced by Kosovo peacekeepers 


WE SHOULD never lose sight of the 
enormity of the task that NATO forces 
have accepted in Kosovo, a key officer 
on the staff of HQ Royal Marines told 
delegates at the RNA conference. 

Standing in as guest for the 
Commandant General Royal Marines, 
Maj Gen Robert Fry - who was unable to 
attend - was his Chief Staff Officer 
(Personnel), Col Jeff Mason RM. 

Speaking about 45 Cdo group’s 
seven-month deployment which ended 
earlier this year, Col Mason said British 
forces in Kosovo operated in the area’s 


centre of gravity, including the capital, 
Pristina. 

He outlined how NATO’s 42,000 troops 
deployed in support of the UN were pro¬ 
viding security for Kosovo from outside 
forces as well as maintaining internal 
security against ethnic and political 
Intimidation and violence. 

In time Kosovo had to transform so 
that it reached a constitutional accom¬ 
modation with its neighbours. 

He said: “Kosovar society has lived 
with crime, para-military and extremist 
organisations, each indivisible from the 


other . .. Effective engagement by mili¬ 
tary and police operations will lead to a 
successful transformation process; a 
failure to engage could, reciprocally, 
jeopardise the process. 

“We should never lose sight of the 
enormity of the task we accepted in 
Kosovo. To re-order the constitutional 
arrangements of part of a sovereign 
state, create entirely new institutions, 
introduce a democratic process, culture 
and tradition and, finally keep apart 
communities which bear ancient hatreds 
was never going to be easy.” 
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each year was defeated, as was a 
Wetherby suggestion that the 2005 
conference be held as close as pos¬ 
sible to Trafalgar Day to take 
advantage of the centenary com¬ 
memorations. 

Shipmate John Hook of 
Wetherby told delegates that shift¬ 
ing the timing of the conference 
would give the Association an ideal 
opportunity for promotion and 
cheaper, out-of-scason accommo¬ 
dation. 

However, the motion fell after 
other delegates and the General 
Secretary. Capt Bob McOuccn 
RN. pointed out that Association 
rules did not permit more than 15 
months between annual confer¬ 
ences. and a change would impact 
on timing of the 2004 conference. 

‘No’ vote over 
pension test 
case support 

A CALL for the RNA to support a 
test case being brought in an 
attempt to get preserved pension 
rights for ex-Forces people who 
served before 1975 was defeated. 

Proposing the motion. Shipmate 
Derek Mayes of Fleetwood said 
there was disquiet that those who 
had served less than 22 years 
before 1975 got no pension, while 
those who served less than 22 years 
after 1975, when the law changed, 
received a ‘preserved pension’. 

Concerns were expressed by 
Shipmate Sam Salmon of Romford 
& Hornchurch branch, who said 
that if the RNA became involved it 
could find itself having to face a 
claim for up to £400,000 costs 
should the plea fail. 
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Incoming swan 
sets off Action 
Stations 

T HE expectant crowd awaiting the overdue arrival of the 
Duke of York for the grand opening of Action Stations - 
latest hi-tech, hands-on, interactive draw in Portsmouth 
Historic Dockyard - was diverted by the unscripted arrival of 
a solitary swan 

Several Royal Marines, cunningly disguised as 21st cen¬ 
tury pirates, were prowling around the perimeter of the pool 
opposite No 6 Boat House, preparing for the show opener - 
a water-borne rescue mission 
Suddenly, silently, the bird made its entrance through an 
arched tunnel, stage right. The ‘pirates’ looked worried. 
Watches were consulted. Speculation mounted among 
assembled dignitaries and bird fanciers alike. How would the 
feathered interloper react to the mayhem about to impinge 
on its morning constitutional? 

But the young swan, its youth evidenced by the grey 
down on its neck, was totally unfazed by the gravity of the 
occasion. Unabashed by the mutterings of the loyal throng, 
it made a slow and stately round of inspection of the arena. 

Then all hell broke loose. A rigid raider loaded with 
Bootnecks, automatic weapons blazing, burst upon the 
scene Bodies fell in the water. Surviving pirates were briskly 
captured and none too carefully frog marched away into 
captivity. 

Meanwhile the swan had calmly paddled away from the 
advancing boat. Flap over. I, for one, was relieved - and 
voiced my concern to Cdr Mike Finney, who as Naval 
Assistant to Director Corporate Communications (Navy) I felt 
should have borne some share of responsibility if the PR 
exercise had toundered with any collateral damage to said 
swan. 

He turned his usual, world-weary, cynical smile on me: 
"There was a Royal Marine underneath it 
And, do you know, I almost believed him? ‘Cos the weeK 
before I’d seen Sean Connery on the telly, working the same 
trick with a dummy duck strapped on the head of his frog¬ 
man s suit in the opening sequences of Goldfinger ... 

J Action Stations costs £6.50 for adults. £5.80 tor 
seniors, £4.80 for children and £21 for a family ticket. At no 
extra charge , Navy News will shortly have its own corne r 
where visitors can surf the Navy net - the Naw News Cyber 
Deck 

Late admission 


T HE DECISION by the Royal Naval Association to admit 
members of the Royal Fleet Auxiliary is long 
overdue.There are currently six million people in this 
country with a background in the Armed Services. Only ten 
/ears from now we will have half that number 
So it is crystal clear that the membership of Service asso¬ 
ciations of all kinds is soon going to reduce drastically - 
unless they are prepared to broaden their terms of entry. 

By so doing they confer the additional benefit of widening 
Knowledge of the Navy and what it does - something that is 
also reducing among the public the Navy serves and which 
pays for its services 


FULL MEMBERSHIP 'A GREAT HONOUR' FOR BLUE ENSIGN SAILORS 


I N ONE of the most 
significant moves in 
its 47-year history, the 
Royal Naval Assoc¬ 
iation has voted to 
open full membership to 
those serving in the Royal 
Fleet Auxiliary. 

It is the first time that the 
RNA has offered full'membcr- 
ship to a substantia] group 
whose members, in general, 
have not served in the Royal 
Navy or Royal Marines. 

The Association made the deci¬ 
sion with an overwhelming vote for 
the change at its annual confer¬ 
ence at Clacton-on-Sea in June. It 
is expected to open the doors to 
the 2.000 serving members of the 
Auxiliary, as well as the many more 
who have retired from the Service. 

RFA personnel are members of 
the Naval Service, wear a uniform 
similar to that of the RN, and sail 
in ships wearing the Blue - rather 
than the Red - Ensign. But they 
serve under Merchant Navy condi¬ 
tions and rules and are classed as 
civilians - something which in the 
past has been seen as a bar to their 
full inclusion in the RNA. 

At present RFA people, like 
other non-RN members or veter¬ 
ans, are welcomed into the RNA 
only as associate members. As such 
they are debarred from holding 
office in the organisation and have 
only limited voting rights. An 
exception to the strict rule is the 
full membership rights granted to 
Naafi canteen staff who have 
served in MM ships - a relatively 
small group. 

Proposing the change in 
the rules. Eric Hartley of 
Liss and District branch, 
said the RFA kept the Royal 
Navy at sea. "We couldn’t 
have succeeded in the 
Falklands War without 
them,” he said. 

Announcing the RNA National 
Council s support for the change, 
the National Vice Chairman, 
David White, said that for almost 
90 years RFA ships had provided 
support to the Navy. "They are 
now integral and wholly opera¬ 
tional units - they have weapons 
systems and helicopters. They can¬ 
not be regarded just as support 
ships,” he said. 

General Secretary of the 
Association, Capt Bob McQueen 
RN told Navy News: "The decision 
of conference indicates a change in 
attitudes, but because this means a 
change in the RNAs Royal 
Charter, we have to make repre¬ 
sentation to the Privy Council to 
approve it. That could take up to a 
vear.” 


Navy veterans 
open whole 
ship to RFA 


However, it is thought unlikely 
that the Privy Council will disap¬ 
prove the move, making it only a 
matter of time before the first RFA 
full member is recruited. 

Reacting to the RNAs decision. 
Commodore RFA, Commodore 
Peter Lannin. told Navy News: 
“Seafarers of the Royal Fleet 
Auxiliary, past and present, will 
welcome the news that the Royal 
Naval Association has proposed 
opening lull membership to them. 

"It will undoubtedly be seen as a 
great honour that our Roval Navy 
shipmates have made their move 
in recognition of the vital role that 
the people of the RFA carry out, 
and that we arc. in effect, all of one 
company, each depending on the 
other." 


W hile RNA dele¬ 
gates at Clacton 
were for welcom¬ 
ing the RFA as 
full members, a 
similar proposal which sought to 
grant the same status to Merchant 
Navy personnel, was rejected. 

That decision was made despite 
the conference being reminded by 
supporters of the motion that the 
RNA was diminishing as was its 
recruiting base, with membership 
having fallen by more than 900 last 
year to drop below 36,000. 


However, the debate made it 
clear that the RNA as a whole still 
thinks that opening the doors to 
the MN is too radical a change. 
Describing it as a "quick fix”, 
Arthur Guttcridgc. whose 
Plymouth branch this year broke 
the record for recruiting serving 
RN into the Association, said it 
was estimated that there could be 
as many as 1.5 million ex-RN peo¬ 
ple. and if the RNA recruited just 


ten per cent of them, it would 
triple its membership. 

"Members of tne Merchant 
Navy will not be our salvation. To 
ensure our Association’s pedigree 
and continuity, every one of us 
should be out searching for 
150,000 ex-serving people, and 
supported by adequate and appro¬ 
priate publicity.” 

Tire decision to vote out the 
proposal was clinched by the fact 


that it failed to gain National 
Council support. 

The Vice Chairman told the 
conference that the Merchant 
Navy had its own association which 
members of the RNA were not 
allowed to join as full members. 
Additionally, proof of service 
would be difficult to ascertain and 
would impose a huge administra¬ 
tive burden on HQ staff. 

J Conference reports - p 18-19 



• NEW BLOOD: Southampton-based Sea Centurion is one of the 
RFA's latest roll on, roll off transports, currently keeping busy 
with the build up to Exercise Saif Sareea. 
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Dinner date 

HMS VANGUARD is due to enter 
refit next spring, and a decommis¬ 
sioning dance nas been organised 
for January 26 in Glasgow. 

All former members of the ship’s 
company are welcome. Tickets are 
£35 each, and a £15 non-refundable 
deposit, payable to HMS Vanguard 
Welfare Fund , should be sent to 
HMS Vanguard, fao Lt Porter, Supply 
Officer, BFPO 418 


• (Above) Mystic, the 
US Navy Deep Sea 
Rescue Vehicle (DSRV) 
on the casing of HMS 
Vanguard. 

• (Below) Mystic on 
HMS Vanguard. The 
DSRV, in tandem with 
the British LR5 rescue 
submersible, carried 
out a simulated rescue 
from the Swedish sub¬ 
marine Gotland. 


SUBMARINES have taken a 
higher profile than usual this year 
as the Royal Navy celebrates the 
centenary of the Submarine 
Service. 

Now even the Trident missile boats 
are taking their place in the limelight. 

The Vanguard-class vessels usually 
go about their business - maintaining 
the UK nuclear deterrent - with a 
minimum of fuss. 


• American Deep Sea Rescue Vehicle Mystic is seen docked on to a hatch of the British 
Trident submarine HMS Vanguard. 


limelight 


But HMS Vanguard has undertak¬ 
en several high-profile events involv- 
ingthe media, friends and affiliates. 

The first such event was Exercise 
Sedgemoor, featured in July’s Navy 
News, which involved British, 
American and Swedish units in a res¬ 
cue scenario off the West Coast of 
Scotland. Vanguard acted as mother- 
ship for the US Navy’s Deep Sea 
Rescue Vehicle. 

The nuclear boat then made visits 
to affiliates on the islands of Islay and 
Jura, where some of the crew were 
landed to tour a few of the most 
famous whisky distilleries in the 
world, and fought out a keenly-con¬ 
tested rugby match. 

Meanwhile, 60 community repre¬ 
sentatives - including teachers, fisher¬ 
men and councillors - were taken to 
sea for a day in a dived submarine. 

A contingent from the 5th 
Regiment Royal Artillery, which 
forged strong links with the battleship 
HMS Vanguard, also enthusiastically 
took up the offer of a visit. 

A number of key managers also 
made the most of the opportunity to 
sec the submarine at work before they 
undertake her first-of-class refit in 
Dcvonport in 2002. 

Another group welcomed on board 
were members of the 12th Submarine 
Squadron - the X-craft heroes of 
World War II. 


Unicorn goes 

THE SECOND of the four Upholder- 
class submarines being transferred to 
Canadian service - the former HMS 
Unicorn - has been handed over and 
renamed HMCS Windsor. 

Renaming was carried out at a cer¬ 
emony at BAE Systems shipyard at 
Barrow-in-Furness on July 5. 

The former HMS Unseen was 
renamed HMCS Victoria last year, 
while Upholder and Ursula remain to 
be transferred. 


vanguard 
takes the 



• Dave Williams, aged 64, a former Chief Petty Officer who was in the Submarine Service from 1957 
until 1977, tries HMS Talent’s periscope for size. Mr Williams served in A and T-c/ass submarines. 


Veterans are welcomed back 


VETERAN submariners had the 
chance to meet up to recall old 
times - and compare notes with 
their modern counterparts - at 
their own special open day. 

The Second Submarine 
Squadron (SM2) at Devonport 
hosted 200 ex-submariners and 
their families, giving guided tours 
of HMS Talent and the Submarine 
School at HMS Raleigh. 

John Bclton-Perkins (66) joined 
the Submarine Service in 1953, and 


was very conscious of how lime has 
moved on. 

“It was a hard life then, but 1 
thoroughly enjoyed it. Whether I 
would do it again is another mat¬ 
ter, because all this technology 
looks beyond me.” 

Hubert Smith (96) said: “We 
used to take a lot of chances in our 
time and it wasn't unusual for us to 
hit the bottom of the sea, but it was 
a special time.” 

The Captain of SM2, Capt Peter 


Wilkinson, said: “Today’s sub¬ 
marines arc much more complex, 
but one constant thread running 
throughout the Submarine Service 
has been the comradeship and pco- 
pic." 

■ An ocular box - the control 
room eyepiece - from the 
periscope of HMS Valiant has 
been loaned to Plymouth Central 
Library for an exhibition on the 
submarine centenary which runs 
until the end of July. 


Children of 
Kursk men 
get holiday 

AS THE first anniversary of the loss of 
the Kursk approaches, and efforts begin 
to raise the Russian submarine, ten chil¬ 
dren of her lost crewmen arc being 
treated to a holiday in Britain. 

The ten-day holiday has been 
arranged by the Royal Sailors Rests, the 
Naval Christian charity. The £10,000 
cost of the holiday is being met with 
funds raised by the Kursk Kids 
Committee, made up of RSR staff. 
Naval wives and representatives of RN 
organisations in the Faslane area. 

Flown in by courtesy of Aeroflot, the 
children arrived in London on July 19, 
staying at the Union Jack Club. 

Bv courtesy of British Midland the 
children will then fly to Scotland to stay 
with the RSR at Hclensburgh-Brae- 
holm and enjoy a range of activities. 

The visit is the result of close links 
which have developed between RN sub¬ 
mariners and families at Faslane and the 
Russian Navy through the International 
Director of the Russian Military 
Christian Union, Ludmilla Billichcnko. 

A tapestry woven by wives at RSR 
Helensburgh-Braeholm, in tribute to 
the 118 men who died in the Kursk, now 
hangs in the Russian Military Museum. 

The difficult salvage operation to 
raise the Kursk was reported to have 
started in early July. A Dutch company 
is reported to have been contracted to 
do the work, and a commercial diving 
support vessel left Scotland for the 
Barents Sea on July 6. 

The operation, calculated to be cost¬ 
ing £60 million, is planned to lift the 
Kursk 300ft from the seabed through 
cables attached to a huge barge. 



• Maggie Bidmead, of the RN Submarine Museum, with the 
Commanding Officer of HMS Vanguard. Cdr Karl Evans (cen¬ 
tre) and Surg Lt Nick Martin, with the Holland diagram. 


Historic diagram goes 
to submarine museum 


A HISTORIC diagram of the 
Royal Navy's first submarine 
has been handed over to a 
museum in a ceremony on 
board one of the most mod¬ 
ern boats In the Flotilla. 

The diagram was given to 
Maggie Bidmead, of the RN 
Submarine Museum, by Surg 
Lt Nick Martin, who serves in 
HMS Vanguard. 

It used to belong to Nick's 
grandfather - who he 
believes was a submarine 
designer - and Nick saved it 
from the dustbin and con¬ 
tacted the museum to see if 
it would be of any use. 

It was - and now it will go 
on display in the museum’s 
Holland I exhibition, beside 
the original boat itself. 

RN Submarine Museum 


curator Bob Mealings said it 
was an important acquisi¬ 
tion. 

“The significance of it is it 
is the first and only drawing 
from the period that we have. 
It looks like an original gen¬ 
eral arrangement drawing of 
the Holland boat,” he said. 

Other items of a similar 
nature at the museum tend 
to be copies or replicas of 
drawings which have 
become dispersed from vari¬ 
ous archives. 

■ According to press 
reports, British salvage 
experts have discovered the 
wreck of the German subma¬ 
rine U-21, the first U-boat to 
sink a Royal Navy ship. The 
victim was HMS Pathfinder, 
which sank in the North Sea 
on September 5,1914. 




























Royal Navy warships demonstrate the power of teamwork wf 


»VY NEWS, AUGUST 2001 


Options 


• HMS Sheffield launches her Lynx helicopter to perform a fly-past during the Queen s birthday parade in Tortola r British Virgin Islands. 


Picture LAtPHOT} Barter* Macdonakt 


• The ship s company of HMS Edint 
up for the camera . 


Drug facts 

■ In 1999 the Royal Navy 
was instrumental in the 
seizure of drugs with an 
estimated street value of 
more than El billion. 

■ Up to 200,000kg of 
cocaine is cultivated in 
South America each 
year, much of It bound 
for Europe. 

m In the UK cocaine has 
a street value of between 
$40,000 and $50,000 per 
kilo. In the US that value 
varies between $10,000 
and $35,000, depending 
on location and time of 
year. 

In March this year HMS 
Sheffield assisted Dutch 
frigate HMNLS Jan Van 
Brakel catch smugglers 
with 750kg of cocaine. 
The smugglers dumped 
the drugs overboard - 
the haul was recovered 
by the US Coast Guard - 
and tried to escape in a 
fast boat, but were 
chased and caught by 
Sheffield, and are now in 
prison. 


to salute the courage of the men 
who did it." 

■ Eight sailors from Sheffield 
raised £500 for the ship's adopted 
charity, the Sheffield Children's 
Hospital, by cycling round the 
island of Curacao. 

The team, which included Cdr 
Simon Williams, met their target 
of eight hours to complete the 
100km with 15 minutes to spare. 


fishing vessel. 

While preparations to board 
were made, Lt Klinge had been in 
radio contact with the skipper of 
Quanta 17, asking him to muster 
all his crew on the upper deck. 

The frigate's constant surveil¬ 
lance of the boat continued with 
therm a I- imaging cameras. 

Once on board the fishing boat, 
the LEDET team carried out a 
head count, then begin a thorough 
search, including swab tests to 
cheek for traces of cocaine. 

At 4am, after a three-hour 
search, the vessel was dear to pro¬ 
ceed - nothing was found on this 
occasion, hut Sheffield's presence 
alone is an effective deterrent. 

The deployment was a 
challenging one for the 
ship's company of 
Sheffield - one patrol 
involved a continuous five- 
week period at sea. 

The ship's Commanding 
Officer, Cdr Simon Williams, told 
Navy News: '‘Everyone on the ship 
knows that drugs arc a real prob¬ 
lem, and that by focusing their 
efforts and skills on the job at 
hand they know they can help 
make a real difference. 

‘Although we haven't had a 
drugs hast, we have interdicted a 
couple of interesting boats. One 
led to a known drug-dealer being 
arrested, and he is now serving a 
sentence in jail. 

‘Although it is impossible to 
quantify how much in terms of 
kilos we are preventing from reach¬ 
ing UK streets, the majority of the 
ship's impact is as a deterrent." 

But the deployment was not 
just at the cutting edge of the 
drugs war ~ the snip’s company 
has had a chance to see the 


Caribbean of the travel brochures. 

The frigate visited the island of 
Tortola to take part in the Queen's 
official birthday celebrations, 
when Guard Officer I t Mike Long 
led a 24-sirong Guard of Honour. 

Ships on this deployment also 
keep a close eye on the weather. 

Summer months bring the 
threat of hurricanes, and each 
ship on Atlantic Patrol Tasking 
(North) carries a range of emer¬ 
gency relief stores such as tools, 
tarpaulins, blankets, lamps, disin¬ 
fectants and medical supplies. 

As the ship leaves the area 
these critical stores will he passed 
on to her relief, sister Type 22 
frigate I IMS Coventry, which left 
Devonport on July 13, 

Other tasks for the ship's com¬ 
pany are shaped by the Navy's cen- 
turies-long presence in the region 
Father David Conroy conduct¬ 
ed a service of rededication at the 
30 Commonwealth War Graves on 
St Lucia during a port visit. 

And the frigate continued the 
Royal Navy tradition of saluting a 
remote volcanic plug which rises 
175 metres off Martinique. 

The ruck had an important 
strategic part to play in 1804, dur¬ 
ing the Anglo-French war, w hen it 
was captured by the British and 
fortified with cannon. 

It was named on maps at the 
time as HMS Diamond Rock, and 
ever since it has been a mark of 
respect to afford it a ceremonial 
salute, as would be done with a 
warship. 

"It is a unique part of our her¬ 
itage," said Cdr Simon Williams, 
the ship's Commanding Officer. 

‘it was a tremendous feat of 
daring and engineering to capture 
and defend The rock for 18 
months, and it seems appropriate 


'THIS is British warship 
F96. What is your 
nationality? What is the 
purpose of your voy¬ 
age? How many crew do 
you have on board?" 

The polite but firm 
enquiries to a fishing vessel 
from HMS Sheffield were the 
standard right of approach 
questions as the frigate joined 
the battle to prevent illegal 
drugs reaching the UK. 

Sheffield was not alone in the 
inviting blue waters of the 
Caribbean, 

She is working in collaboration 
with the Dutch frigate Van 
Amstel, and is accompanied by 
RFA Gold Rover - hut participa¬ 
tion extends further, as the British 
Government stands alongside the 
American, Dutch, French and 
Venezuelan administrations in the 
drive against drugs smugglers. 

Living on board Sheffield are 
seven members of the US Coast 
Guard Law Enforcement 
Detachment (LEDET). 

The officer in charge, Lt 
Michael Klinge. had already been 
called to the bridge in this inci¬ 
dent, and decided that the 


Venezuelan fishing vessel Guania 
17 was sufficiently suspicious to 
warrant a closer look. 

There was a wait while clear¬ 
ance was given by the Venezuelan 
government to board the vessel, 
which had aroused suspicion 
because the master told Sheffield 
he did not have any fish on board - 
although he had a fairly large crew 
of 17. was some way from home, 
and had a slight list to port. 

While waiting for the authori¬ 
ties to give the go-ahead to hoard, 
Sheffield’s closed-circuit TV cam¬ 
eras continued to watch the vessel 
- if any contraband was ditched 
overboard, everything wouid he 
recorded for use as evidence. 

It took almost nine hours after 
initial contact for the message to 
come through that the 
Venezuelan government had no 
objections, at which point a six- 
man boarding party from LED FT 
climbed into Sheffield's Pacific 
rigid inflatable boai (RIB) and 
made the short crossing to the 


# HMS Sheffield sails past HMS Diamond Rock, off the 
coast Of Martinique. fixture: LA(PHOT) Oxrren Maatonatd 


LORRAINE COULTON joined frigate HMS Sheffield in Tortola, in the 
West Indies, as the ship carried out counter-drugs operations as part 
of her Atlantic Patrol Tasking (North) duties. 


Sheffield helps blocl 
drags route to Eurq 
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lile deployed with allied navies in the Caribbean and off the coast of Chile 




• The forces of four nations - the UK , United States. 
Canada and Chile - form up during Exercise Teamwork 
South 200f off the Pacific coast of South America. 


• MMS Edinburgh fires her Sea 
Dart missile system during high 
seas live firing. Inset is the static 
target ship ex-USS Lamour 
County being struck by a shell 
from Edinburoh's 4.5in nun 


*urgh t with Commanding Officer Capt Joe Gass to the fore , fine 


Edinburgh flexes her 

Left) Former YOU never know when vnn are polne 


muscles 


• (Left) Former 
RN destroyers 
Antrim and Fife, 
now Chilean ships 
Bianco Encaiada 
(background) and 
Cochrane , 


YOU never know when you are going 
to meet up with old acquaintances, as 
some of the older hands in MMS 
Edinburgh will vouch* 

Their ship was taking part in the bienni¬ 
al Exercise Teamwork South with the 
navies of Chile, the United States and 
Canada, and among the forces of the host 
nation were the Prat, Cochrane ami Blanco 
Encaiada - former RN County-class 
destroyers Norfolk, Fife and Antrim, 

A number of British senior rates made a nos¬ 
talgic return to their old ships when the exercise 
allowed. 

The Chileans also have the former RN 
Leander-elass frigate Achilles - now known as 
Ministro Zcntcno, while on an earlier visit to 
Peru Edinburgh came across the cx-HMS 
Decoy, a Daring-class destroyer built in the late 
1940s and still going strong as the Ferre, 
Edinburgh, currently cm Atlantic Patrol 
Tasking (South), worked up for the exercise with 
Chilean fast patrol vessels before berthing in the 
major port city of Valparaiso, 

With everyone prepared, the task group 
sailed for Antofagasta in the north of the coun¬ 
try, where Edinburgh helped the good guys of 
Blue Land regain territory from the invaders of 
Orange Land, 

Some 3,100 sailors and airmen on board 14 
ships and 32 aircraft from the four nations par¬ 
ticipated in Teamwork South, one of the largest 


exercises of th is nature in terms of distances cov¬ 
ered. 

It was the second participation by a surface 
ship of the Royal Navy. 

During the exercise, Edinburgh had the 
opportunity to practise action stations and air 
defence, anti-submarine and boarding capabili¬ 
ties, culminating in a high seas live firing. 

The US Navy provided a static target in the 
shape of the old landing ship Lamour County, 
and Edinburgh tired her Sea Dart missile sys¬ 
tem, her 4,5m gun and a Sea Skua missile from 
her Lynx, 

Edinburgh's Commanding Officer, Capt Joe 
Gass, said: **Our participation in Teamwork 
South has demonstrated 
the ability of the Royal 
Navy to operate world¬ 
wide as a single unil or 
as part of a multination¬ 
al force* 

'The quality of train¬ 


ing that we have undertaken with our contem¬ 
poraries from Chile and the United States has 
been most beneficial. 1 am particularly pleased 
with the success of our weapons systems/' 

The ship s company then took a break along¬ 
side in Valparaiso before preparations began in 
earnest for the South Atlantic patrols which arc 
the mainstay of the deployment. 

While on deploy mem* Edinburgh has sought 
to maintain the links and affiliations established 
between the ship and the Scottish capital, which 
were reinforced during the visit to Leith in 
March* 

One notable sign of those Jinks is the pres¬ 
ence on board of Piper Allan McIntyre, who has 
been loaned to the destroyer by her affiliated 
regiment of the 1st Battalion Royal Scots (The 
Royal Regiment)* 

The soldier, affectionately known on hoard as 
Billy Piper, has piped Edinburgh into each of 
her port visits, and played at numerous ceremo¬ 
nial events throughout the deployment. 

Each of ihe ship's departments has taken 
their turn in hosting Allan, 

During the first part of her six-month deploy¬ 
ment - she is due home ut Portsmouth in 
November - Edinburgh has visited the Azores, 
Puerto Rico, Colombia, Panama* Ecuador, Peru 
and Chile* 

Ahead of her he a patrol to the Falk.lands, 
more calls in South America, and a passage 
across the Atlantic to West Africa before *she is 
relieved by HMS Montrose and can head hack 
to the UK* 

The Atlantic Patrol Tasking (South) ship* 
operating up to 7,000 miles from her base, not 
only provides a British presence in the South 
Atlantic, but also demonstrates the ability of RN 
ships to deploy and operate worldwide. 
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Frome hosts 
surprise party 



r\ 


SHIPMATE Len Roberts, of Frome, may have experi¬ 
enced some surprises while serving in submarines dur¬ 
ing the Second World War but nothing prepared him 
for the surprise sprung on him after a recent branch 
meeting. 


BRANCH NEWS 


Before he realised what was 
happening his fellow shipmates 
had cleared the decks and were 
toasting him with Pusser’s 
Rum to mark his 80th 
birthday. 

A birthday cake, with a sub¬ 
marine on top, riding the 
waves, was presented by Ship¬ 
mate Fay Lawton, the branch 
welfare officer. The carved sub¬ 
marine on the cake was the gift 
of her husband Michael, the 
branch treasurer. 

□ □ □ 

“Many thanks and much 
praise" to Kettering from a re¬ 
cent visitor. Shipmate Pulford. 
who says the hospitality and 
comradeship extended both to 
himself and former members of 
the ship’s company of HMS 
Pytchley on their first reunion 
can never be equalled. 

The visitors enjoyed a dance 
and gala on Saturday night and 
attended a church service on 
Sunday. 

Summing up the weekend 
Shipmate Pulford says: “I ate 
well, laughed a lot, met old 
friends and collected quite a lot 
of interesting information. 
More cannot be asked by 
anyone." 

□ □ □ 

Twenty-five members of Sid- 
cup, including chairman Jack 
Todd and social secretary Sid 
Waller and their wives, enjoyed 
a week in Koblenz which in¬ 
cluded boat trips on the Rhine 
and visits to the cathedral of 
Koblenz and to its ancient 
fortress. 

Highlight of the week was an 
evening as guests of the Ger¬ 
man Navy Association Club 
where they were warmly 
welcomed. 


During the visit Shipmates 
Ted Bacon and Denis Stone- 
ham, who witnessed the de¬ 
struction of the German battle¬ 
ship Scharnhorst in 1943, were 
introduced to Wolfgang Kube, 
who served in her. The former 
enemies shook hands and ex¬ 
changed memorabilia. 

Before returning home 
members of Sidcup returned 
the hospitality and entertained 
their German “oppos" in their 
hotel. 

□ □ □ 

Members of Leeds No 1 Hea- 
dingley branch were warmly 
welcomed by Portsmouth, Gos¬ 
port and Basingstoke branches 
and by the WOs’ and CPOs* 
mess of HMS Heron and HMS 
Nelson. They thank their hosts 
for the welcome extended and 
the great run ashore. Members 
meet on the first Thursday of 
the month at the Headinglcy 
RBL Club. St Michael's Road, 
Leeds at 2000 hrs and extend a 
warm welcome to visiting ship¬ 
mates and new recruits. 

□ □ □ 

Shipmates Bartlett and Gay 
of Redruth and Camborne were 
privileged to be invited on 
board HM Yacht Britannia, by 
POSTD Stephen Green when 
the yacht was on a courtesy vis¬ 
it to Falmouth. 

The visitors and their wives 
were looked after by PO Dave 
Rayner, who took care of all 
their needs. A thank you from 
the guests for a memorable ex¬ 
perience and for the hospitality 
received. 

□ □ □ 

Members of Thurrock, hav¬ 
ing formed a song and comedy 
sketch group, played to packed 



“carnival class” Man of War, built and fitted out by members of 
Thurrock branch. Shipmates Charlie Mercer, Les Milbum and 
Reg Martin added the finishing touch by turning up on carnival 
day in the appropriate rig. HMS Pusser. escorted by Sea Cadets 
from TS Boxer, won overall float in the Chadwell and Tilbury 
Carnival as well as coming top of its own class. 


houses at the Thamesidc 
Theatre. The show, in aid of 
Age Concern, was so successful 
that the group plan many more 
public appearances to raise 
funds for charily. 

□ □ □ 

The most important job of 
the year for shipmates of Yeo¬ 
vil, the re-dedication of their 
branch standard, took place at 
RN air station Yeovilton and 
was followed by lunch in the 
WOs' and CPOs' Mess. 
Members also attended the re¬ 
opening of the “-Rum Hole" in 
the Four Acres Hotel, a very 
happy occasion. There was also 
a good turn out for the branch 
Trafalgar dinner at which the 
president. Shipmate Doug 
Farge, was guest speaker. 

□ □ □ 

Maidstone Harvest Festival 
service, conducted by the 
branch padre, the Rev. Paul 
Francis, was attended by the 
Mayor and by shipmates from 
Pembroke House. A raffle 
raised £200 for the Kent Air 
Ambulance and all produce was 


donated to Pembroke House. 

□ □ □ 

To compensate for the late 
cancellation of HMS York’s 
visit to Hull, members of the 
ship’s company visited the city 
and were entertained by York. 
They received a special gift, a 
model of HMS York in a 
Pusser's rum bottle, to be con¬ 
veyed to the former Commo¬ 
dore of the branch, Capt. Roy 
Clare. It is hoped the new com¬ 
manding officer of HMS York, 
Capt. Paul Stone, will continue 
the tradition of assuming the 
post of Commodore of York 
branch. 

□ □ □ 

Since October l, Buxton and 
High Peak (No 10 Area) have 
moved headquarters to Buxton 
Football Club, Social Club, Sil- 
verlands, Buxton, Derbyshire. 
SKI7 6QH. 


Trafalgar 
round up 

DESPITE the recession, the anniversary of Trafal¬ 
gar was celebrated in style up and down the 
country. 

A dinner-dance at the Churchill House Hotel, was the choice 
of Swindon branch and was enjoyed by 150 shipmates and 
friends. Well-turned out Sea Cadets, from Wootton Bassett, 
expertly piped the principal guest on board, none other than the 
President of the Sea Cadet Association, Admiral of the Fleet Sir 
Henry Leach. During the evening he was presented with a 
plaque on behalf of the Swindon branch, to be awarded annual¬ 
ly to the Cadet of the Year. 


Members of York chose a 
novel way of celebrating. 
They abandoned their usual 
haunts and took a three-hour 
cruise on the River Ouse in 
the White Rose Line ship, Riv¬ 
er King, which was dressed 
overall for the occasion. The 
40 shipmates and guests, in¬ 
cluding guest of honour Mr 
Keith Wood, the former Lord 
Mayor, had a wonderful time. 

Members of Brighton and 
Hove had a double celebra¬ 
tion, firstly in the Battle of Tra¬ 
falgar pub at Portslade and 
then in the home of branch 
president, Shipmate John 
Blackman. Lord Nelson and 
Lady Hamilton, alias landlord 
Phil and wife, Pat, who wel¬ 
comed them to the pub, en¬ 
sured their guests had a great 
time. There was a “tot" of 
Pusser’s Rum on arrival and 
some delicious “eats” to 
follow. 

A Trafalgar buffet lunch in 
the home of Shipmate Black¬ 
man and his wife is an event 
shipmates look forward to 
every year and, as always, the 
visitors had a marvellous time. 

For the past 23 years the 
Llandudno branch has cele¬ 
brated Trafalgar with a parade 
and service at the local ceno¬ 
taph, this year being no ex¬ 
ception. As it also marked the 
50th anniversary of the local 
Sea Cadet Corps, cadets had 
pride of place in the parade. 
27 standards were displayed 
at the march past. 

The Hillmorton branch 


marked the anniversary with a 
dinner attended by shipmates 
of Tamworth, Rugby and 
Reading branches and by na¬ 
val personnel from Ports¬ 
mouth and Faslane. The guest 
of honour was Shipmate Ron 
Tasker, chairman of the 
national council. During the 
evening a cheque was pre¬ 
sented to the Rugby Sea Ca¬ 
det Unit, TS Tireless, and an¬ 
other cheque to a local 
charity, the Duffy Place Senior 
Citizens Community. 

The guest of honour at Pad- 
dock Wood Trafalgar dinner 
was Surg. Capt. Robert Hen¬ 
derson (retd.), whose amusing 
after-dinner speech went 
down a treat with shipmates. 

Some 80 shipmates and 
guests enjoyed Folkestone 
celebration dinner at which 
Admiral J. Whetstone, the 
branch president, and Lady 
Whetstone were guests of 
honour. The anniversary of 
Trafalgar was also marked in 
a significant manner by hav¬ 
ing the new branch standard 
blessed in the Mariners’ 
Church of St Peter. 

The Trafalgar night dinner- 
dance organised by Shipmate 
Len Husband for members of 
Torridgeside and Braunton, 
held at Bideford, was a singu¬ 
larly successful evening en¬ 
joyed by 84 shipmates and 
their wives. A rocking horse, 
beautifully made by Shipmate 
George Humphries was raf¬ 
fled and won by Shipmate Ken 
Rendell. . 


Percy bows out 



S' 


younge 
than his 80 years, Ship¬ 
mate Percy Lane, stan¬ 
dard bearer for Hereford, 
is seen here displaying 
the inscribed silver sal¬ 
ver he was presented 
with to mark his retire¬ 
ment after 20 years' loyal 
service. 

Percy joined the Navy at 
the age of 15 as a Boy Sea¬ 
man and saw service in all 
pes of ships throughout 
le Second World War. 

Burma Star 

As well as being a founder 
member of the branch he is 
also a member of the Burma 
Star Association and the 
Royal British Legion. 

Since taking over as stan¬ 
dard bearer in 1972 he has 
travelled many thousands of 
miles all over the country but 
now, due to advancing years 
and the ill health of his wife, 
he has handed over duties 
to Shipmate Jim Davies. 

Pictured with Percy at the 
presentation are, left, 
branch chairman Jim Whent 
and, rear, president Les 
Morgan. 

Picture: Star Journal Studios. 


FOUNDED 1821 



SAILORS 

FAMILIES 

SOCIETY 

formerly The 


_ M«,«»ry Qu—n 

Ebtabtth. The Qu««n Mother 

Assisting over 250 
seafarers' families 
nationwide 

• Financial assistance 

• Training 

• Residential care for the 
young and retired 

• Providing holidays 

Donations gladly received 
For information leaflet 
write or phone to: 

NEWLAND HOMES, 
DEPT. NN 

C0TTINGHAM ROAD 
HULL HU6 7RJ 
v Tel. 0482 42331 

-WELCOME- 

ASHORE! 

The Royal Alfred was established in 
1865 to alleviate distress among 
seafarers, both serving and retired, and 
their widows. 

Today, the Society provides full 
nursing care, as well as residential and 
sheltered accommodation, at 
establishments in rural Surrey and in 
Eastbourne. Convalescent and respite 
care is also available. 

For further information, including the 
availability of accommodation, please 
contact the General Secretary. 

Royal Alfred % 

SEAFARERS’ SOCIETY r* m s |S? 

Mnloa Arm, \%oadman\lrrnr lane. Han«k«d 

Surrey SM7 3HB T«i 0737 352231 R*} Chanty 209776 

We re/y heavily upon donations am/ 
ac re* to ac h#eve our i h.intjhh' oh/ec tv. 
Tra«* hrlp us now with your gift. or 
remember fhe Society in your Wi II 


THE ROYAL NAVY OF WWII ON VIDEO 


New .. THE HAZARDS OF RUSSIAN CONVOYS’ .. part 7 

First ever video devoted entirely to the Russian Run Containing almost all 
the official film taken, plus rare Russian & German footage, this episode viv¬ 
idly brings to life the drama of those convoys Snow, ice, severe Arctic gales, 
U boat, warship & heavy air-attacks Complemented with the wry humour of ships 
crews in the face of adversity, the large number of warships seen are far too 
numerous to list! UK price £21 90 (inc p&p) Elsewhere add £3 05 This is the ONLY 
video series devoted to OUR Sea War & for details of 6 previous releases SAE 


N.V.T.C., BECK HOUSE. ESCRICK, N. YORKS Y04 6JH (0904) 728239 




HAVE YOU 
MISSED US? 

Back copies 
available 

Ring: Sylvia Newman, 

PORTSMOUTH 0705 826040 
Navy News — The paper that lives 
up to its name! 




TEES TOTAL 

WESTMEAO INDUSTRIAL EST, 
WISTMEAD DRIVE, SWINDON. 
WILTSHIRE SN5 7YT. 

TEL: (0793) 695766 
FAX: (0793) 514165 
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Hood by Wood 


HMS Hood (right) and HMS Queen Elizabeth are shown in Portsmouth Harbour in this 1937 
study by Frank Wood, one of several of the artist’s works held by the RN Trophy Store and 
offered as a limited edition print by Maritime Prints at the International Festival of the Sea 
at Portsmouth this month 

Other prints available are of the Dreadnought HMS Collingwood (1913) by A. B. Cull; the 
battlecruiser HMS Renown (1922) with the Prince of Wales embarked, also by Frank Wood; 
and four sheets of etchings by Rowland Langmaid illustrating the Laws of the Navy. 

Prices range from £120-£200, but 50 copies of each will be offered at £30 to those serv¬ 
ing in the RN/RM on production of ID. Twenty per cent of all profits will go to King George's 
Fund for Sailors. 



Unique: 41 
Commando 
in Choisin 
Reservoir 

IN 1949, at the age of 17, Fred 
Hayhurst volunteered for the 
Royal Marines. 

After 15 months’ recruit train¬ 
ing, a commando course and spe¬ 
cialising in medium machine guns 
and mortars, he was given his first 
overseas posting to Malaya. This 
was changed and he was ordered 
to join the newly formed 41 
Independent Commando for 
Service in Korea. 

He continued to serve in various 
parts of the globe until 1972 - but 
although he enjoyed life in the 
Royal Marines he never found 
another unit to match the spirit of 
his first commando. He still con¬ 
siders it second to none. 

In Green Berets in Korea 
(Vanguard Press £8.99) he tells the 
story of a Commando that is prob¬ 
ably unique, in that during its 18 
months history it operated exclu¬ 
sively under the command of the 
United States Navy and Marin 
Corps. 

Tney were supplied with US 
weapons, equipment and clothing 
and were deployed from US sub¬ 
marines and ships for raids on the 
enemy coast. 

With the onset of an atrocious 
winter, the Commando joined the 
US Marines operating in the 
mountainous terrain of North 
Korea, taking part in the Choisin 
Reservoir Campaign - which has 
been described as “a battle unpar¬ 
alleled in US military history, an 
epic of great suffering and valour.” 


(IN FOR THE WINDER 




PATRON: HER MAJESTY THE QUEEN 

Charity Registration: 1075015 


Cadets and the 
impact of war 

CITIZENSHIP training was seen as a priority by the Sea Cadet Corps, almost from the 
beginning - but most of today’s existing cadet organisations were founded under threat of 
war. 






THE RN & RM CHILDREN’S FUND provides charitable help to children of serving 
and ex-serving personnel of the Royal Navy and Royal Marines,The Queen Alexandra 
Royal Nursing Service, the former Womens Royal Naval Service and 
the reserves of those forces where Children are in need, Hardship Or distress. 



THE RN & RM CHILDREN’S FUND needs a new logo, 
and is holding a competition to design the new one 
for the Fund. So get drawing and send us your ideas! 

The logo will appear on all our literature and notepaper. 



There is a prize off £ 100 
FOR THE WINNER! 

Please send your entry (open to all age groups) to the address below, 
along with your name and address. 

Closing date for entries 20th September 2001 . 
THE RN & RM CHILDREN’S FUND 

31 I Twyford Avenue, Stamshaw, Portsmouth P02 8PE 
Tel No.: 023 9263 9534 


In Cadets - The Impact of 
War on the Cadet 
Movement (Jade £14.95) 
Larry Collins has produced the 
first - and long overdue - study 
of the phenomenon. 

He points out that the effects of 


World War I were particularly dev¬ 
astating for the Army Cadet Force 
- the oldest official cadet organi¬ 
sation, he claims. The carnage on 
the battlefields meant people were 
disinclined to join the Forces and 
this, coupled with the post war eco¬ 
nomic recession, caused the 


Government to disband it. 

But the response of the nation’s 
young people to the call to arms in 
1939 was outstanding; there were 
nearly half a million boys in uni¬ 
form at anv one time during World 
War II. 

The way training was adapted to 
prepare cadets for service in the 
front line is examined in detail 
here, showing how the need for 
instruction in technical subjects 
such as motor mechanics and com¬ 
munications - which continues 
today - was recognised. 

The relationship some units had 
with the Home Guard underlined 
the “operational role” experienced 
by a significant number of cadets - 
and it is important to realise that 
what cadets did was referred to 
universally as “Pre-Service 
Training”. 

This book is also a study of the 
role of the officer and the adult 
instructor within the different 
cadet organisations. It takes a close 
look at the co-operation and, at 
times, strict control exercised by 
the War Office, the Admiralty and 
the Air Ministry. 

In the foreword. Brig Richard 
Holmes, a former Director of 
Reserve Forces and Cadets, 
observes: “The Cadet Movement 
has long deserved a proper acade¬ 
mic history . .. not simply because 
it made an important contribution 
to the armed services ... but also 
because it is a fascinating reflec¬ 
tion of social attitudes to the 
armed forces.” 

• Members of the Cotswold 
Sea Cadet Corps assisting the 
Home Guard on river patrol , c. 
1942. 
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BRITAIN'S SEA POWER 
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BACK Them Up" Naval Posters for the Home Front , 1914-45 is 
the title of an exhibition at the Royal Naval Museum in 
Portsmouth’s Historic Dockyard this month. 

The two world wars were economic and industrial struggles 
as well as armed conflicts - and the Navy was at the centre, 
not just of war at sea. but also of national life. 

As an island. Great Britain depended on the sea to transport 
vital resources, and it was the men of the Royal Navy and 
Merchant Navy who kept this supply lifeline open. 

At the same time, workers in the dockyards built and 
repaired the ships, and sacrifices by ordinary people provided 
the money to pay for them. The support of all these people 
was vital - and so the Government produced an enormous 
range of propaganda stressing the Navy’s role. 

The exhibition displays 60 posters from the Museum’s own 
collection, reflecting this attempt to involve the wider public in 
the war at sea and covering such themes as recruitment, out¬ 
rage at German ’atrocities’ at sea, the shipbuilding industry, 
war savings and Warship Weeks and the dangers of ’Careless 
Talk”. 

Hundreds of thousands of copies of a poster for a national 
campaign were printed and pasted anywhere they might catch 
the eye - underground stations, bus shelters, factory can¬ 
teens, Government offices and so on. 

By 1939 radio broadcasts, newsreels and films were proba¬ 
bly more effective propaganda tools, but even so more 
posters were produced in World War II than in World War I. 

□ Admission to the exhibition, from August 3 - September 
2, 2pm-4.30pm, comes with the Museum ticket, and with the 
all-inclusive International Festival of the Sea ticket from 
August 24-27. 


Keelhauling 
order from 
the King 


RIDING Madly Off In All 
Directions* is the title of 
Ronald Bell’s memoir of life in 
the Navy and the entertain¬ 
ment business - and this is 
exactly what this book does, in 
no less than 116 chapters! 

It’s full of anecdote, though - 
one supplied by an old shipmate 
he made contact with through 
Navy News after 60 years, who told 
him what King George VI said on 
leaving HMS Courageous during 
his Coronation Fleet Review. 

“I had the middle watch the 
night before the royal visit. It was 
customary for for duty middle 
watchmen from the signal staff to 
get their heads down in a flag lock¬ 
er situated in a recess hidden 
behind the SDO rather than make 
the long trek to the mess and one's 
hammock. 

“I was awakened by the sound 
of many voices, opened my eyes 
and beheld the King, the Captain 
and various VIPs peering down at 
me as I lay on my boudoir couch of 
flags and pennants . . . 

“This affair was witnessed by 
the Captain’s messenger, John 
Cannon, who wrote to me that he 
heard the King say to our Captain 
as he stepped on to the gangway 
leading to the Royal Barge: ‘Oh, 
you’d better keelhaul that flagwag- 
ger!”’ 

• Available from the Memoir 
Club at £14.95 with £7 going to 
Naval charities. 



IS YOURS! 


eenScene 




- by Bob Baker 


Moral dilemma 
over Italian 
frogmen strike 


D ecember 7. 1941: attack on the us 

Pacific Fleet in Pearl Harbour. The story 
was told 30 years ago, with restraint and 
not l(x> much melodrama, in the epic Torn! Torn! 
Torn! and is now retold, with lashings of melo¬ 
drama and no restraint whatever, in Pearl 
Harbour. 

The main thing to say about it is that it is aimed (air 
and square at American teenagers, and if you happen 
not to belong to that constituency, better perhaps to 
pass on to something else. 

Say to ... December 19, 1941: attack on the British 
Mediterranean Fleet in Alexandria I iarbour - a less 
cataclysmic affair than that 12 days earlier, but one 
which has also attracted film makers on at least two 
occasions over the years. 

The day began with the capture of two Italian frog¬ 
men. who insisted they had got into difficulties outside 
the harbour and who denied being on a sabotage mis¬ 
sion. This seemed unlikely, and to encourage the frog¬ 
men to talk, they were locked up in a lower deck cabin 
aboard the battleship HMS Valiant. 

After a few hours the Italians cracked: there were 
mines directly beneath them. The subsequent explo¬ 
sions disabled both the Valiant and another battleship, 
but the warning had come in time, and there were no 
fatalities. 

The episode was a triumph for the Italians and 
unsurprisingly it was they who first made a film about 
it. I Setie dell'Orsa Maggiorr/The Seven from the Ursa 


Major w:\s produced in 1952, being shown in the UK 
under the more succinct title of Human Torpedoes. The 

inm hasn’t been available fot decades, but reviews of 
the day indicate that, naturally, the emphasis was on 
the heroism and selflessness of the attackers, who 
were shown surrendering after planting the explosives, 
so they could warn the British io evacuate their ships. 

A post-war epilogue showed the leader of the mis¬ 
sion heing presented with Italy’s highest decoration - 
by Rear Admiral Morgan, former captain of the 
Valiant. 

No mention was made of the psychological pressure 
that was used to make the Italians talk, but it was this 
aspect that most intrigued the French writer Robert 
Mallet, whose play L'Equipage au Complel/AU Hands 
was a big hit on the Paris stage. The British version of 
the story - The Valiant . made in 1961 - perhaps unwise¬ 
ly took Mallet's play as the basis for its script. At the 
time of writing the film seems not to be available on 
video, though TV screenings can be expected from 
time to time. 

It’s an interesting picture, but the moral dilemma 
on which the drama turns - the treatment of the 
Italian prisoners - may seem to many, considering the 
circumstances, to be no kind of moral dilemma at all. 
while the impassioned debate which is shown taking 
place between Captain Morgan (John Mills) and his 
officers seems a most unlikely state of affairs. 
Ironically, the part of the Valiant was played by an 
Italian cruiser, given a reprieve from the scrapyard 
until filming was completed. 


yVten/ /Photo's 
from O/ctf 


Scratched * Ripped * Faded 


Using a computerised process, 
we can invisibly repair your 
cherished photographs without 
damaging your original image. 
Repairs from: £19.99 
Enlargements from: £6.00 

Qucmtom imaging 

jreepost TTOOT? (no stamp req) 
PO Ft* &i. lyhtm. 
btvmj TWXj 

TEC* 0800 073 0973 
www.quantom-imaging.co.uk 


PUBLISH YOUR BOON 

With 

The Pentland Press 

Edinburgh Cambridge Durham t SA 

Established publisher welcomes 
books in all subjects 

Wnte for details or send your manusenpt to: 

Pentland Press (NN). 1 Hutton Close, 
South Church, Durham DL14 6XG 

Tel: 01388 776555 Fax: 01388 776766 


Periscope Publishing Ltd 

Producers of the acclaimed video films 

•The Mystery of HMS Affray* 
•Shipwrecks of the Hattie of Jutland’ 
•Titanic’s sister - HMliS Britannic’ 
These 30-minute films combine unique colour 
underwater film and mantime history to 
recreate great sea talcs of the 20* Century 
Available for LlbJIO each incL p&p from 
PO Box IIIU. Maidenhead SUHX (0162111 522566 
ww w.pe riscupepubllshing.com 


NAVAL AND MARITIME 
BOOKS BOUGHT AND SOLD 

LARGE STOCKS - MONTHLY CATALOGUES 
SHOP OPEN 10-4 (SATURDAY 10-1) 

SEND FOR FREE CATALOGUE 
Frank Smith Maritime Books, 
98/100 Heaton Road., Newcastle 
Upon Tyne. NE6 5HL. 
Telephone: 0191 265 6333 


WEBSITES!!! 

Check out 

www.collingwood-s50.org.uk 
If you would like your own 
reunion website 

www.i247design.com 

Tel 0141 248 2 247 


“HMS. GANGES (The final 
farewell) . . video. Ideal birthday 
/surprise present. Documentary 
includes all aspects of GANGES 
before demolition. One tear-jerking 
hour of nostalgia. produced 
by JOHN DOUGLAS authm 
H.M.S. GANGES (Roll on my 
dozen!) & H.M.S GANGES (Talcs 
of the T.R.O.G.’S.) S.A.E. details 
Douglas Hse, Penmarth Redruth 
Cornwall TRI6 6NX 


My Conflict With A Soviet Spy 

The story of the Ron Evans spy 
case by Eddie Milla r 
Notorious theft of Naval secrets 
revealed lor the first time! 

Available ap £14.99 inc. p&p in UK A 
Europe ^overseas add £4»|rom:-Dcn*. NN. 
ARENA BOOKS, 6 Southgate Green, 
Bury Si. Edmunds. IP33 2BL 



HP BOOK FINDERS: Established 
professional service locating out 
of print titles on all 
subjects. No obligation or SAE 
required. Contact: Mosslaird. 
Brig O’ Turk. Callander, FK17 8HT 
Telephone/Fax: (01877) 376377 
mart i n hp-book fi nders .co.uk 


HAVE YOU 
CONSIDERED 

ADVERTISING ON 

OUR WEBSITE? 

. 


Now you can reach 
a truly global audience! 

To find out more contact the 
Navy News Advertising Department on 

I' 


Follow Ronald Bell 

RIDING MADLY 
OFF IN ALL 
DIRECTIONS' 


Tnrough the years m the Royal Navy to mixing 
with the stars of the music industry• 

Price £ 14.95 

To order or for further details contact: 

Ronald Bell, 7 Park Road, Sawston, 
Cambridge CB2 4TA 
Tel: 01223 832872 


www.navynews.co.uk 



THE ILLl STRIOl’S AND IMPLACABLE 
CLASSES OF AIRCRAFT CARRIER 
1940-1969 


By Nrll Met art 

or the first lime in one volume, here arc the 
comprehensive histories of the six fleet 
aircraft carriers which dominated ihe Royal Navy’s aviation between 1940 and 
the early 1950s: Illustrious, Formidable. Victorious, Indomitable. 
Indefatigable and Implacable Hie career of each vessel is described in detail, 
with plenty of photographs. Hardback, with laminated dust jacket. 

Price £23 plus p&p. ISBN 1 901225 04 6 
Also Still Available: 

HMS EAGLE 1942-1978 (Hardback! £18.95 plus p&p 
HMS VICTORIOUS 1937-1969 Hardback. £21.(HI plus p&p 
HMS CENTAL R 1943-1972 * Hardback) £16.95 plus p&p 
THREE ARK ROYAUS 1938-1999 .Hardback) £23.00 plus p&p 
TIGER. LION & BLAKE 1942-1986 llardbuck! £21.50 plus p&p 
SS CANBERRA 1957-1997 iHardback* €21.00 plus p&p 

Please add £2.50 p&p tor the UK \ IT or £4.00 for worldwide surface mail Payment by 
Alerting cheque, postal order or by VIS V/M ASTER CARD Telcphone/Pas orders welcomed. 

Prom KAN PCBI.ICATIOYS J7 Wxinan* Lane. Cheltenham. GlutUL51 9UA. 
lel/Fa* 01242 5H02**). or order Irom good hr**shops 
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At Your Service 



Reunions 


Calling Old Shipmates 


August 

HMS Suffolk Association reunion. Falcon 
Hotel. Stratlord-on-Avon. August 17-18. Send 
SAE to A.E Emmanuel. 1. Channon Court, 
Maple Rd. Surbiton KT6 4RS. tel 020 8390 
5783. 

Fast Minelayers S/E Branch will meet at 
noon in the RBLC, Braganza St. Kennmgton. 
August 20. Contact Ray Moore. 89 Watling 
Rd. Norwich NR7 9TG. tel 01603 437652 
HMS Fleetwood first reunion at the 
Home Dub. Portsmouth, from August 21-23. 
Details from Keith Rayner. 01642 281392. 
email: krayner&nttworidcom. or Frank Allen 
on 0116 238 6715 

September 

Fisgard Association annual reunion. 
’Green and While dinner dance at the Home 
Club. Portsmouth, on September 14. Ex 
Artificer Apprentices who joined via HMS 
Fisgard or The Fisgard Squadron (HMS 
Raleigh) are invited to attend Contact Des 
Goodwin on 023 9247 2384 

SS Wrens, Faslane (HMS Neptune) 
1987*95: A reunion will take place at the 
Senior Rates Mess. HMS Excellent, on 
September 14 If you recall Bev Horsham. 


HIVIS Rapid: 

Researcher wanting to contact former 
crewmembers that participated in the 
race against HMS Cavalier on 6 July 1971. 

Contact: Andrew Bonallack, 

203 Dale Street. Chatham, 

Kent ME4 6QJ. 01634 329005. 
andrew_bon@hotmail.com 


Fiona Hilbert. Angie Smith or Kim Lee. con¬ 
tact them at taslanereunfonOaoi.com or Kim 
Drummond on 023 9254 7153 (daytime). 

HMS Diomede: A celebration of the 30th 
anniversary of the first commissioning takes 
place on September 15 at the Holiday Inn. 
Leicester More details from James M. Fairlie 
on 01455 286480 

17th Destroyer Flotilla Association 

AGM and reunion dinner dance at the Home 
Club, Portsmouth on September 29 Open 
to shipmates of WWII O-Class destroyers 
Contact John Fellows. 26. Sculthorpe Rd. 
Blakedown. Kidderminster DV10 3JL. tel 
01562 700873 

360 Sqn RN/RAF Aircrew reunion 
Ladies Night at RAF Wylon on September 
29 Contact Pat Broster on 01480 413313. 

October 

HMS Vanguard 1945-60 reunion at 
Chatham on October 6 Details from Mrs C. 
Hams. 21. Telford Close. Bumtwood. Staffs 
WS7 9LO, tel: 01543 685099 

HMS Protector Association mini 
reunion and social in the Nuffield Lounge. 
Home Club. Portsmouth. October 6 Cadets 
from TS Protector will provide a dnll demon¬ 
stration and sample of band music. Contact 
Bill Bartlett on 01202 480767 for details 
HMS Llandaff last commission 1974*76 
first reunion at Llandaff Cathedral. Cardiff. 
October 10 Contact Slmger Wood. 020 8581 
5693. email: fatcontroller5O0aotcom 

HMS Cheviot reunion weekend October 
12-15 at Llandudno. Wales. Contact Vic 
Denham. 92. Swallow Rd. Larkfield. 
Aylesford ME20 6PZ. including SAE please 
HMS Ganges 1945-46 intake. Comma 
Classes 201/202 reunion in Havant on 
October 27 All qualifiers contact Geoff Bray 


on 01329 312068 

14th Carrier Air Group, 804 & 812 
Squadrons reunion for all who served or 
were associated with the CAG 1947-52, at 
the RNA Club, Leamington Spa. October 27 
Contact Ken Lambert. 17 Walgrave, Orton 
Malborne. Peterborough PE2 5NR. tel: 
01733 234655 

Long Tossers Buccaneer Reunion: The 
first reunion tor all ex-Buccaneer personnel 
serving at Lossimouth or Homton takes place 
on October 27. All interested in attending or 
having their name included on database for 
future events should contact Dave Clark on 
01935 474862 (eve) or 01935 702886 (day), 
email dacOdaclark tsnet.co.uk 

HMS Ganges “Cardiff Friday while- 
reunion takes place October 26 while' 28 at 
Cardiff City Posthouse Booking forms 
(please quote membership number) from 
David or Liz Macleod. 24, Pendragon Close, 
Thornhill. Cardiff CF14 9BD. tel: 029 2061 
9937. email: dmacleodOonetei net uk 

November 

HM Ships Hecla. Venomous & Marne 
(1942-42) memonal service and reunion. 
November 9-12 at Solihull Details from 
Harry Cliffe. Oaktree Cottage. Post Office 
Lane. Norley. Via Frodsham, Cheshire WA6 
8JJ tel. 01928 788181 

HMS Cockade R34/D34 reunion at the 
Trecarn Hotel. Babbacombe, Torquay. 
November 16-18. Details from B. Hutson. 27 
Gollands, Brixham. Devon TQ5 8JY 

Submarine Renown Association 
reunion takes place at Leicester from 
November 23-25 Details from SRA Co-ordi- 
nalor on 0116 256 1559. 


HMS St Brides Bay 1959-60: Tansy Lee 
seeks officers and men from this commis¬ 
sion. especially Bob Garvie. Johnny Gnce 
and the skipper. Cdr Von Kettte. Anyone with 
knowledge of any of the ships company is 
asked to contact Tansy on 01865 379625. or 
email: TansyLeeOaol.com 

OE Mechanician Apprentices. Class 
59: Bill Bailey seeks 'Lol' Broad. Les Cox and 
Scouse Sullivan for a reunion from October 
5-7 at Fleet Club. Devonport. Contact Bill 
Bailey. 7, Pledwick Crescent. Sandal. 
Wakefield WF2 6DF. tel 01924 250600 
FAA Artificer Apprentices. 1939 entry 
Seeking FG Campbell. C.G. Wood more. 
T G Hogben, J.K Carpenter and R. Tolley. 
All now aged about 78 Contact Slinger' 
Wood on 01326 374304 

HMS Highburton 1968-71 and HMS 
Julair 1971: Brum Leonard seeks okl ship¬ 
mates including Jim. Buffer, Tati Steve and 
Ginger from Highburton and Polly. Bob. 
Paddy and Jumper from Jufair for a get- 
together Call Brum on 0121 426 4712. 

HMS Pelican 1954-55 Commission. 
South Atlantic: Next reunion is in 2003. but 
m 2004 they hope to return to Simons Town 
close to September 16. the 50th anniversary 
of Pelican first entering harbour Contact 
Bungy Williams. 21. Ashurst Rd, Ash Vale. 
Aldershot GU12 5AF. tel: 01252 313071. or 
Graham Davies. 28. Spnng Lane. Horse 
Path. Oxford 0X33 ISA. tel 01865 872439 
Cleopatra Old Shipmates Association: 
Anyone who served in the frigate or cruiser, 
interested in joining the association, including 
wives, contact CPO Warwick Franklin, at the 
Armed Forces Careers Office. Mount Wise. 
Devonport PL1 4JH. tel: 01752 501787 
HMS Black Prince: Seeking Black Prince 


crew members who have not contacted the 
association. There is an annual reunion. 
Contact B Edge. 8. The De Traffords. Higher 
Irtam. Manchester. M44 6LP. 

HMS Albion/HMS Loch Killisport: 
Tracing Boy Communicators from Albion 
1958-59, particularly Bagsy' Baker and 
Blondie' Barlow, also anyone in comms on 
Loch Killisport, 1964. Contact Alan Kew. 12. 
Guinea Court. Eppmg. Melbourne, Viclona 
3076, Australia 

HMS Crane: Ray Whitman seeks mfo on 
Tel B. Heaton, with whom he served in HMS 
Crane 1953/55. They went on courses 
together and on leaving the RN, B. Heaton 
joined the RNZN and settled in NZ. He has 
possibly since returned to the UK Contact 
Ray at 5. Ludbrook Close. Needham Market. 
Suffolk, or tel 01449 722074 

HMS Bulwark. Albion and Centaur 
Association welcomes all previous ships 
company and attached personnel from these 
three ships. Social events are run in the 
Portsmouth area, and the R08 Magazine is 
issued three times per year Associate mem¬ 
bership is available Details from Leigh 
Easton, Glenmoray. Hayford Place. Stirling 
FK7 9JX, email: glenmorayOlrneone.net 

HMS Eagle. 4th Commission 1964-66: 
Seeking Signalmen Pete Philips. Gerry 
Sharpe. Chris Oamon. Dick Richards. Pete 
Staton. Scouse Gaulton. Taff Jenkins. 
Basher Hains. Rick Stenmng. Brian Slinger 
Woods and brothers Paul and David 
Strickland. 67 found, check website at 
www eagfecommumcator com Contact Dave 
Brighton on 01420 563944 or email: 
david brighton O virgin net 

HMS Royal Arthur. Skegness; Class 30 
Visual Signals. October 1941. Doug 
Goulbom would like to meet former class¬ 
mates. Wnte to 31. Ellingham Rd. Hemel 
Hempstead HP2 5LE. or tel: 01442 256632 

Cecil T. Mumby: Signals and Supply 
1930-46 Ships - Ganges. Centaur. RNB 
Portsmouth. Curacao. Resource. Hawkins. 
Dundee (survivor of shipwreck and torpedo). 
Vernon. Howe and Greenwich. Ho seeks to 
contact old shipmates, their relatives and 
friends. Contact him at 2. Manning Court, 
Eastbury Road. Oxhey Park, Watford WD19 
4PX, tel: 01923 252373. 


HMS Khedive Association now welcomes 
anyone who ever served in HMS Khedive. 
Ship's Company. 808 Sqn, 899 Sqn. 1700 Sqn. 
from Seattle to Far East and back to Norfolk. 
Virginia Details from Bob Evans. 40. Memck 
Road. Wednesfield, Wolverhampton WV11 
3NZ. tel: 01902 603281. 

HMS Collingwood 1976-80: Zahari Bin 
Othman seeks Tiffies from 752Y and 752Z. 
He hopes to come to the UK next year 
Contact Zahan at No 80 Jalan Sulam 19/14. 
Section 19, 40300 Shah Alam. Selangor. 
Malaysia, email: zetaviaOhotmail.com 
Eric Beevis ex PO Motor Mechanic, who 
did course 10. Isleworth 1942, and later 
served on LCI(L) 123 1943-45 and LCH 129 
1945-6. would like to hear from anyone from 
the same era. Contact Enc at 44. Melford Rd. 
Sudbury C010 1LT. tel: 01787 373293 
HMS Hambledon 1940: Would any 
members of Ship's Company please contact 
ex-crewman Frank Shaw on 020 8658 6832 
HMS Fisgard/Collingwood 1950: Info 
required on Artificers David Leonard Bull and 
Peter Cook Reunion and nostalgia await. 
Ring Bnan Waterson on 01752 777042 
HMS St George. Class Hawke 236 
(1942-43): John Solway seeks old class¬ 
mates Contact him at 4. Comford Close, 
Hayesford Park. Bromley BR2 9BJ 

HMS Goldcrest 1943-4: Jack Ouin would 
be interested in heanng from shipmates from 
this era. Jack and his wife Phyllis (Cameron) 
were stationed there Contact Jack at 20. 
Bryn Close. Newtown. Powys SY16 2DT. tel: 
01686 628658 

HMS Delight 1958-62: Ex-LS Taft 
Edwards seeks crew members during this 
period. Contact him on 01978 821780. 

Royal Naval Volunteer (Wireless) 
Reserve: Radio amateurs were called up 
just before WWII and drafted as radio opera 
tors on minesweeping trawlers, the likes of 
HMT Northern Pnncess and Stella Rigel 
Living in Halifax. Revd Fr H, Makin and col¬ 
leagues travelled to the Bradford Training 
Unit. If there are any other members of that 
unit around, contact Revd Fr Makin at 46. 
Upper Highfield. Gibb Lane, Mount Tabor. 
Halifax HX2 0UG, tel 01422 244642 or 
email: hut>G3FDCOaot.com 




THE TRECARN HOTEL 

Babbacombe, Torquay 

The Naval Reunion Specialist 


2 days DBB C62.50 pp . 3 days DBB £82.50 pp 
(prices include Banquet meal) 


We have over many years been associated with the Royal Navy, holding Reunions for: 


If your association has a website and you wish 
to have a link from an Associations section in 
the award-winning Navy News Online site, 
please email your web address to 

edit @ na vyne ws. co. uk 


Over to You 


HMS EXETER. HMS SHEFFIELD. HMS NEWFOUNDLAND. HMS TENBY. 

HMS ARETHUSA. HMS CUMBERLAND. TON CLASS ASSOCIATION. 

CASTLE CLASS CORVETTE ASSOCIATION and the PLYMOUTH RNA 

The Trecarn has 136 En-Suite bedrooms with colour TV, tea making facilities, and can 
accommodate up to 250 Guests. The hotel has a large Dining Room that can hold up to 300 
Guests, as well as two spacious Ballrooms and Bar areas, ideal for any association 
regardless of its membership size. 

For Information please contact: 

BRYAN PITMAN - GENERAL MANAGER TEL: 01803 329292 


10% off 

Our Motor Insurance 

If you have our Kit & Contents Insurance 


Call into your local branch of NAAFI 
Financial or call us on: 


00800 76 76 77 77 

f ree from UK & Germany 

+44 1603 205 209 

of the world 

www naah-fmancial com 


NAAH 

financial) 


The Association of 

Royal Navy Officers 


Patron Her Majesty The Queen 


ARNO is both an officers charity and a 
membership association which is open to 
serving and retired commissioned officers 
of the RN. RM. QARNNS.WRNS. and their 
Reserves. Formed In 1925. ARNO's primary 
purpose is to assist officers and their 
dependants in need with grants and 
bursaries from the proceeds of its assets, 
which exceed £3 million. 

Today ARNO's 9.300 members are offered 
both financial and other advantages, the 
former very comfortably exceeding the 
annual subscription (£10 per annum or 
£ 150 for Life) 

Tel: 020 7402 5231 
Fax: 020 7402 5533 
e-mail: ARNO@eurosurf.com 
www.eurosurf.com/ARNO 


Grants to members in need and 
bursaries for children 
Trade discounts Including-. 

• Inwronoc & knutoncc * Automotive A no cwttow 

• Mcrrfagr and Ltfd • Tro*W & Accommodation 

• Privet* HmW Insurance • JewUkty t, Oma 

• Otonf Out 

Annual Year Beok u/ltti much useful 

and interesting Information 

A list of members names and 

addresses i*«ih mw « a mm 

free flnanciaL legal 6 property aduke 

free or reduced cost medical 

consultations 

Re-Training 6rants 

Regional Social functions (subsidised) 

Group Holidays Abroad at 

favourable rates 

mail Redirection 

Home Exchange “Bank" 

mastercard 

Used Uniform Sales facility 
Use of The naval Club In mayfair 


For membership opphcatton form, please complete the tallowing: 

TO: IT COMM P COOMBES RN ARNO. 70 PORCHESTER Tee. LONDON W2 3TP 

Please send me details and a membership application form: 


'i 



Roland R. Smith: II anyone knows of 
Roland, who makes Naval videos, could they 
contact Reg Hellyer on 01243 583516. 

HMS Pennywort (Kill): Seeking any 
mlo on this Flower-class corvette from her 
building to being scrapped Contact Kevin 
Murphy. 32. Bostall Rd. Orpington BR5 3DW. 
or email: KevinCAFCOaol.com 

HMS Edinburgh: Seeking anyone who 
served with Simon (Buck) Taylor, especially 
Tony (OJ) Simpson and Ollie. who were 
chefs on board in 1998 also anyone in the 
SS department on Torquay when she was 
decommissioned in the 1980s This is a sur- 
pnse 40th birthday party for Simon at the 
Portsdown pub. Leith Avenue. Portchester at 
7 30pm on August 4 Get m touch with Karen 
Taylor on 07714 565033 

HMS Registan: Dave Wnght requests 
info on this snip, requisitioned in 1940 as an 
ocean boardinq vessel. Contact Dave at 45. 
Orchard Way. Burwell. Cambridge CBS OEO. 
tel 01638 610711 

HMS Shoreham: Peter Nicholas has 
photos of the funeral ol Whitelaw F. RN. 
J 1 08874 Telegraphist. 25-4-34. HMS 

Shoreham. Buned in Basrah Cemetery. Row 
C. Grave 15. Available free to any member of 
his family. Contact Peter on 01453 845328 
HMS Hawkins: John Saunders. LS in 
1933. Seeking info or anyone who knew him. 
Contact Sharon Kaisi. 20. Beverley Close. 
Chessington KT9 2RL. 

HMS Broke 1940: Seeking photos of the 
ship wearing the original Western 
Approaches camouflage designed by Peter 
Scott It is believed the camouflage was only 
on one side, the other being of a chequered 
pattern. Photos will be relumed. Reply to R.J. 
Groves. Battramsley House. Boldre. 
Lymington S041 8ND 

Jim (Scouse) Lehane married Cindy 
Waters: Both served at HMS President. 
Furse House, before moving into a flat 
ashore. Jim was later drafted to Hong Kong. 
If anyone knows of them, contact Ann 
Parker. 54c. Chenton Rd. Folkestone CT20 
1DD, tel: 01303 249242. or email: d97corun- 
naOaol.com 

Chatham Dockyard: In the early 50s 
Peter Anscombe spent a night on a reserve 
fleet destroyer used as overflow accommo¬ 
dation m Chatham. In the starboard pas¬ 
sageway was a large nameplate with 
Scnarnhorst in Gothic lettering. What was 
the name of the destroyer, and was the plate 
the original from the schamhorst? Contact 
Peter Anscombe. 64. Dumplon Park Drive. 
Ramsgate CT11 BAP tel 01843 594793 
HMS Vanguard: Max Brandi seeks 
cousin David Jenkinson. who served in HMS 
Agincourt 1953-54 Lost contact since the 
ships were in Gibraltar, spnng 1954 Contact 
Max at Heidenstamsgatan 41. S • 754 27 
Uppsala. Sweden 

HMS York 1936-39: Tom Tice seeks a 
copy of the Blue Book’ of the Commission. 
Admiral Meyrick and Captain Morse were m 
command She was the Flagship of the West 
Indies Fleet. Contact Tom at 2. Famham 
Close. Langton Green. Tunbndge Wells TN3 
0DL. 

HMS Ark Royal. Saintea, Caesar and 
Decoy: Sue Baker seeks photos of her late 
father. PO Cliff Protheroe. bom January 5. 
1938. in Cardiff. Served in the RN 1956-68. 
Known to be in Cyprus on HMS Decoy in 
1956 All photos will be returned Contact Mrs 
Baker. 15. Foxfieid Close. Laira, Plymouth 
PL3 6DF. mobile: 07855 097586 

HMS Birmingham 1952-54, Far East 
Commission: Ex AB John Blythe seeks any 
photos of interest taken during this commis¬ 
sion. Also a group photo taken ol the Bntish 
Consul and staff with ratings who were invit¬ 
ed to his house whilst visiting Kure. Japan. 
All expenses incurred will be repaid Contact 
John at 3. Broadview. Cheriton. Folkestone 
CT20 3ES. tel 01303 239437. 

Patrol Trawler Kingston Cornelian: 
Seeking info on this vessel, sunk with all 
hands in the Straits ot Gibraltar by collision in 
1940 Daniel Cain’s uncle was serving on 
board at the time, and Daniel would be grate¬ 
ful tor photos or mfo about the vessel. 
Contact Daniel at 47. Edward Grove. 
Portchester. Hants P016 8JA 

HMS Montrose: Thomas Walker seeks a 
cousin James or Daniel Walker last known 
to be on Montrose. Father was James, uncle 
was Robert and aunt was Margaret Stewart 
(Walker). Relatives live in Hamilton. Lanark. 


Contact Thomas on 01674 674458. 

HMS Emerald: Whilst serving on 
Emerald, stationed at Aden. R.W Rumsey 
visited the local museum. In a glass tank 
were the mummified preserved bodies of a 
family brought up by a fishing boat. Can any¬ 
one provide more info on this? Contact R.W. 
Rumsey. 25. Femways. Ilford IG1 2EL 

HM6 Kite was sunk on August 21. 1944. 
and was adopted by Braintree dunng WWII 
The Braintree Museum would like to mount a 
small, permanent display of HMS Kite, but 
has very little info. If you can help, contact 
Robert Rose. Braintree Museum. Town Hall 
Centre. Market Place. Braintree, CM7 3YG 

HMS Whirlwind 1961-64: Pete (Dickie) 
and Gwyneth Dawson celebrate their 40th 
wedding anniversary on August 11 Anyone 
who recalls them from Edinburgh. Rosyth. 
Portland. Chatham and the West Indies, is 
invited to get in touch, especially John and 
Joy Liggins and anyone from 13. 14 and the 
POs messes Write to 62, Larkhill Rd. Yeovil 
BA21 3HQ. tel: 01935 475998 

HMS Lincoln: Does anyone have a copy 
ol the first commission of HMS Lincoln that J. 
Eatweli could buy or get copied? He joined 
her as an LME four months before she com- 
misioned in Glasgow and left as a POME in 
Singapore. He came home to demob in 1962 
and didn’t get a copy. Contact J Eatweli. 
‘Hunters Moon’, 12. Pool Park. South Brent. 
Devon TQ10 9PP. tel: 01364 72836. or email: 
j. eatweli O virgin, net 

HMS Mullet: The son of the skipper. 
Murray, is trying to find the address of Tich'. 
a crew member, or any other member of the 
crew Mrs Barrett s father, Walter Thompson 
(now 92) was a leading cook on board. 
Contact Mrs P Barrett. 27, Daniells, Welwyn 
Garden City AL7 ICY. tel 01707 328721 

Wiffred John Wetoto: Seeking info on 
Dave Strudwick’s tale father’s service career. 


From 1942-46 he served in Collingwood. 
Victory. Cormorant. Ferret. Nile. Lanka. 
Golden Hind and Flamborough Head. 
Contact Dave at 18. Great Links Tor Rd. 
Okehampton EX20 1TW. tel. 01837 55163. 

Sidney Albert Porter: Wayne Porter 
seeks inlo about his lather s Naval career. 
He joined HMS Ganges m 1937. he then 
went into HM ships Calcutta and Kent (China 
Station). He then served in Pembroke. 
Springbank and Sparrowhawk There is also 
a picture from Mavis - who is she? Contact 
Wayne Porter. 29 Chester Rd. Castle. 
Northwich CW8 1HA. tel: 01606 49796. 
email wpwttiing@wponertreeserve.co.uk 
829 Squadron: Bob Proud belongs to 
337 Ark Royal mess m an organisation called 
the Fellowship of the Services (FOS). 
Recently they were gifted two plaques from 
the same source, one from the Ark Royal 
dated 1976. the other from 829 Squadron Is 
there a connection? Contact Bob at 37. 
Chester Grove, Blyth NE24 5SJ tel: 01670 
368041. email: Bob.ProudOAlcan com 
Photo required: Does anyone from class 
21NB • Victoria Barracks 1954 or N43 • HMS 
Mercury 54/55 have a copy of the dass 
photo which Ken Williams can copy? Contact 
Ken at 'Juniper Cottage’. 118. Colchester Rd. 
White Colne. Essex C06 2PP 


Seeking Alfred Claridge, ex RNAS. last 
known posting in 1955-56 was Lossiemouth 
He came from Liverpool and started training 
at HMS Collingwood in 1953. He was Iasi 
known to have moved to South Africa in 
1970 Contact Owen Connor. 7. Femwood 
Rd. Liverpool L17 6DG Tel: 0151 727 4010 
HMS Implacable: Alan Maidment's 
lather Edgar Maidment. Gunnery Crew, 
served in Implacable from 1943-46. Alan has 
a photo of ten men sat on felled trees m front 
of a truck in perhaps a jungle cieanng Can 
anyone shed any light on it? Contact Alan at 
Flat D. 112. Dorchester Rd. Weymouth DT4 
7LD. tel (mobile): 0777 3004015 

Charles Edward Relf: Known as Ted 
Joined. 1943 at HMS Excalibur, went to 
Scapa Flow, and Murmansk, where he was 
shore-based Believed to be on HMS Duke of 
York en route to Russia - does anyone know 
the convoy and dates? Any info to D Relf. 
31. Kings Rd. Faversham ME 13 8RE 

Jacqueline seeks a photo of RO Ed 
Hocking, a close fnend before his death in 
October. 1993. He was at HMS Mercury 
1991-92 possibly K032. then served at 
Drake/Mount Wise and in HMS Exeter 
Would anyone who trained or served with 
him and has a photo contact Jacqueline on 
0771 3146827 


Navy News Online carries updated reports and back¬ 
ground material, as well as a selection of articles from 
this edition of the paper. There is also a gallery of pho¬ 
tographs, some of which have not been published in the 
paper. Check the website at 

www. na vyne tvs. co. uk 



Tel: 023 9281 5118 
Fax: 023 9287 3603 
Email: info@stjohnscollege.co.uk 
Web: www.stjohnscollege.co.uk 


St John's College 

Grove Road South, 
Southsea, 

Hampshire P05 3QW 


This independent Catholic day and boarding school with a strong interdenominational and 
international dimension provides an excellent education for boys and girls aged 2 to 18. 


'woo 


• 97% success rate at 'A' Level 

• Separate sciences taught 

• 34 acres of playing fields 

• Small teaching groups 

Set your children up for life. Join the increasing 


• Taster Days 

• Scholarships available 

• Full time & flexible boarding 

• Nursery Open 51 weeks per 
year 8am-6pm 

number of parent's choosing St John's College. 


Every Child Comes First 
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Recruitment & Business Opportunities 



FLS Aerospace Limited 


The prospect of joining FLS Aerospace is an exciting one. Already a 
leading independent provider of full support maintenance services 
to the airline industry. FLS aim to be a world leader. 


Operating from London Gatwick. London Stansted. London Luton 
and Manchester airports, we now have vacancies for the following: 



LICENSED ENGINEERS 



COMMERCIAL PERSONNEL 





MECHANICAL /AVIONIC WORKSHOP MECHANICS 


MECHANICAL: Engine Shop / Hydraulic Shop / Sheet Metal 
AVIONIC: Instrument Shop / Radio Shop / Electrical Shop 


Applications from qualified engineers welcomed. Experience in Aerospace 
advantageous, but appropriate training will be provided where necessary. 


E 


This is an outstanding opportunity to join a growing organisation that offers 
an attractive remuneration package including a competitive salary, 
excellent benefits and sound prospects for career advancement. 


FBH 


have immediate vacancies for the following:- 

HELICOPTER FITTERS 
AVIONIC FITTERS 

to work in 1st & 2nd Line maintenance at Middle Wallop. 

Suitable applicants for these positions will have a 
service background and hold BTEC (or equiv.) in 
aero/electrical engineering. Experience of Lynx 
and/or Gazelle helicopters would be an advantage. 

Salary range: £15,500 - £18,700 pa. 

Applicants should write, fax or 'e' giving full details of experi 
ence and qualifications and quoting Ref: NN to: 


Mr A Biles. Engineering Manager 
FB Heliservices Ltd 
Middle Wallop. Stodcbridge 
Hampshire 
SO20 8DY 


Tel 01980 674314 
Fax: 01264 782439 
e-mail: alan.biles@bristow.co.uL 


FB Heliservices Ltd 

An FR Aviation Group Ltd and Bristow Helicopters Ltd 
Joint Venture Company 


LEAVING THE 
FULL TIME NAVY...? 


X 


WHY NOT BE PAID IN YOUR 
SPARE TIME? 






ROYAL NAVAL 
RESERVE 


THE TEAM WORKS | 


| www.rnjobs.co.uk/rnr 08456 07 55 55| 


Plesse quote "Nsvy News" when enquiring 1 


o 

ikvmtt* e * nwrti 

rh*ODnt*a*c*gtpakTOfmlMn0ktOwo/m*nt*vmhc**mtmpioym ithct tnm i AA W r* bt nqtmta t 
foompofetiiiaeimf 9e men tanMei^fOue§ 9m t»aj>Ked la uhnt temal foomunliitiq Rtavtun 
» u4pc& tgad attwttr it nr 40 <45 hr aM mm or taute M pftyuctf|rlk 


Please apply in writing enclosing CV 
Senior Personnel Officer. FLS Aerospace Limited. Long Border Road. 
London - Stansted Airport. Essex CM24 1 RE 


For Company information see our website at:- 
www.FLSAeropsace.com 
Fax No : 01279 680085 


EX. CPOWTR RN 54 SEEKS:-* police recruitment 


Challenging Facilities / Premises / 
Office Managerial Position in 
London, Preferably Central / East 
Extensive Building / Supervisory expe 
nence, fit, loyal and dedicated 
CV on request. 
please telephone: 
01268-756204 


DEVELOP THE SKILLS 
THE POLICE ASSESS. 
HOME STUDY PROGRAMME 

New Leaf Education 
Tel: 01302 859954 

PO Box 461). DONCASTER l)N4 9X1. 
w w w .new leafed ut al ion. co.uk 


NEWSAGENT, SOUTHAMPTON 
t/o £250.000. lottery, upmarket area, 
three bedrooms. Freehold £275.000 

pub & caf£. shankun. iow, 

high street with strong Icxral trade, 
highly profitable, leasehold £125.000 
FISH & CHIPS, GOSPORT, near 
HMS Sultan & proposed Transport sys¬ 
tem. t/o c. £50k. Leasehold £29.500 
DRY CLEANERS/LAUNDERETTE, 
HAYUING ISLAND, taking £54k, 
2 bed accom.. Leasehold £55.000 
Businesses across the UK on our 
register please call for availability. 

LAKEY & CO 

TELEPHONE 023 8022 6228 


Go the distance with Computeach 



A P*»>T«Rro 
Si PPt it RIO I HI g 
( AXIL* IRANSITHJN ^ 

Pahimi 


"Don't be afraid to try something new. 

It worked for me." 

Nigel Wiltshire, soldier-turned-IT trainer 


A distance learning programme from Computeach can help you 
build a well-paid, rewarding career in IT. Thousands have changed 
their lives for the better, so why not you? 

With programmes ranging from basic computing skills through to 
complete IT career development, there's something for everyone. 


Work from Home! 


£500-£ 1,500 Month/P/Time 
£1.500-£5.000+ Full Time 
www.hbitl.net/7690 
International home-based 
Business 

Full training & support 


To advertise call 

023 9272 5062 

Lenny Wolstenholme 

023 9272 4226 

Lyn Hodge 


TCaL 

Total Control (Anglia) l.td 

Thinking of leaving the Navy? 

Get a head start in the employment stakes. 

If you are already carrying out duties that involve risk assessment and 
safety management systems, you could he working towards an NVQ in 
Health & Safety, which may help you to gain membership of IOSH and 
recognition as a health & safely professional. To see how you can devel¬ 
op your competence in occupational health & safety give us a call. 

City & Guilds NVQ Level 3 & 4 in Occupational Health & 
Safety Practice (designed for health and safety professionals) 

Tel: 01603 813963 

e-mail: info@totalcontrolanglia.co.uk 
web site: ww w.totalcontrolanglia.co.uk 


Success is just a phone call away 

Freephone 0800 657 657 

Quote reference: NN IOI/08'GOTD 



■3 Computeach 

International 


BROADEN YOUR HORIZON 

CAREERS AT SEA 



ROYAL FLEET AUXILIARY 

To find out more about careers at sea with the RFA, 
please call 023 9272 6023 or visit www.rfa.mod.uk 

Come and visit us at the * International Festival of the Sea. 


DARA FLEETLANDS 

MECHANICAL/ENGINE FITTERS 
FLEETLANDS, GOSPORT 


dara 

DEFENCE AVIATION REPAIR AGENCY 


£18,723 p.a. + Other Benefits 

(This includes a Recruitment and Retention Allowance of £1,250) 


We are currently looking for 
Mechanical/Engine Fitters, capable of 
working to a high standard working to a 
high standard of workmanship within a 
Self-Directed Team, to work on 
Aero/Marine Gas Turbine Engines. 

You must have a recognised Indentured 
Engineering Apprenticeship or Service 
equivalent. Experience of Aero/Marine 
Engines would be a distinct advantage. 

Working 37 hours per week (Monday to 
Friday lunchtime), plus the opportunity for 
task related overtime, we offer flexible 
working hours. Civil Service pension 
scheme and holiday entitlement, staff 
restaurant, sports & social club + other 
leisure facilities. 


For further details and an application 
form, please contact: 

Recruitment and Selection Centre 

DARA Sealand 

Deeside 

Flintshire 

CH5 2LS 

A ‘No Smoking In Working Area* policy 
exists at DARA Fleetlands 

The Civil Service is an Equal Opportunities 
Employer. A suitable qualified applicants will 
be considered regardless of disability, race, 
ethnic origin, gender, age or religion. 


^ s. 


°tSA 














































































DML Devonport is a recognised leader in shipbuilding and nuclear 
submarine repair for both the Ministry of Defence and other private 
customers. As a business, we boast a turnover of £400 million and with 
secure contracts, we're looking forward to continued growth, 

PLYMOUTH 

TEST ENGINEERS 

(Reactor, Propulsion, Ship, Tactical 

and Strategic Weapons) 


REFUELLING ENGINEERS 

Your main responsibility will involve working as part of the submarine 
refuelling team carrying out the refuel process and also commissioning 
future refuelling engineering process and facilities. This includes 
installation of new plant on behalf of DML, You must have relevant 
nuclear experience, be conversant with risk assessment, have 
good communication skills and be able to follow instructions and 
work flexibly. A recognised trade apprenticeship or ONC and 
five years' experience of working in the nuclear field, especially 
with submarine plant, is preferred. A willingness to undertake 
nuclear training and to work in radiologicaily controlled areas 
would be required. 


w h'h: na vyrte wx co. 


uk 


i 


These roles will involve working with DMUs Dockside Test Organisation, 
These include setting to work and testing reactor, propulsion, ship, tactical 
and strategic weapons systems, installation inspections, researching 
specifications and writing test documentation for test approval. You must 
have relevant nuclear experience, be prepared to work under pressure and 
be PC literate. A willingness to undertake nuclear training and to work in 
radiologicaily controlled areas will also be required, together with a 
recognised apprenticeship or ONC and 5 years' experience of working 
in the nuclear industry. 

To apply for these positions please send your CV and current 
salary details to Kris Cox at the address below. 

E-mail: kristian.cox@devonport,co,uk 


To apply for these positions please send your CV and current 
salary details to Kris Cox at the address below. 

E-mail: kristian,cox@devonport.eo.uk 


PROJECT ENGINEERS 

A number of vacancies exist in the Submarine Business Unit for Electrical, 
Mechanical and Constructive (Shipwright) Project Engineers. The main 
purpose of the job is working as the interface between the customer 
(Ministry of Defence (Warship Support Agency)) and Production Team. 
Main duties will involve evaluating the customer's Work Specification 
(contract) and associated Variation Orders to contract (VOs) with a view to: 


SENIOR NUCLEAR ENGINEERS 

These roles will offer direct support to production during repair periods 
to enable nuclear implicated work to be conducted safely. This will 
involve the provision of Nuclear Procedures, Test Procedures, Nuclear 
Technical Instructions, Revalidation Work Package Control, 
production and maintenance of Nuclear Logics and providing support 
to the production of Safety Reports and Safety Cases. You must be 
prepared to work to tight deadlines, pay attention to detail and have 
excellent communication skills. Persons holding qualifications related 
specifically to the RN Nuclear Steam Raising Plant, such as the NDOC 
or equivalent, are encouraged to apply. Training to this standard can 
be provided for individuals not holding the specific qualifications. 

To apply for these positions please send your CV and current 
salary details to Kris Cox at the address below. 

E-mail: kristian. co x @d e von port. c o,u k 


* Producing Work Authorisation Documents (Work Instructions} for 
the production team 

* identifying the material requirements for entry into the production 
system 

* Identifying any workshop/factory overhaul requirements for entry 
into the programme management system 

* Identifying any sub-contract requirements to the sub-contracts 
project engineer 

* identifying and raising Work Specification Enquiries (challenges 
to the Work Specification), 


Knowledge, skills & experience 

* Mechanical, Electrical or Constructive (Shipwright) experience 
is essential and some Marine experience is also preferable. 

* Knowledge of submarine and ship repair would be an advantage. 

* You should have an ONC or equivalent 

* You should be IT literate (you will receive training in local systems) 

* You must be able to interpret technical drawings (cross discipline) 

To apply for these positions, please send your full CV and current 
salary details to Debbie McCulloch at the address below. 

Tel: 01752 325081, 


Devonport Royal Dockyard Ltd w Devon port, Plymouth PL1 4SG. 
Fax: 01752 323556. 
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Engineering 
at its best. 
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DESIGN ENGINEERS 


DML has an expanding design department providing specialised design 
solutions for a variety of challenging design projects on submarines, ships 
and site infrastructure. In order to meet our increased workload, we are 
seeking a number of qualified engineers, specialists and managers in the 
following disciplines: 


Mechanical Engineering 
Electrical Engineering 
Givil/Structural Engineering 
Electron! cs/C om muni cation 


* Marine Engineering 

* Naval Architecture 

* Safety Engineering 

* Engineering ILS Engineering 


To apply for these positions please send your CV and current salary 
details to Natasha Bums at the address below. 

Email: natashabums@devonport.cQ.uk 


BRISTOL 

Within our Bristol office we are looking for Naval personnel preferably with 
submarine experience, especially if you have been employed in one of the 
following areas: 




DEVONPORT 


Applicants should be comfortable with a quality and results orientated 
approach where high standards are expected. Good communication is 
vital and ideas are actively encouraged. You should preferably be 
chartered or approaching chartered status. Grade and salary will be 
determined by experience, ability and aspirations. 

To apply for these positions, please send your CV and current salary 
details to Natasha Burns at the address below. 

Email: natasha.bums@devonportco.uk 


ELECTRICAL FITTERS 

We are looking for a large number of electrical fitters to work in all 
areas of the business. Duties will include interpretation of drawings 
through to installation and set to work of a wide range of sophisticated 
electrical/electronic equipment. 

Applicants must hold a recognised trade qualification and state whether 
they are willing to work in radiologically controlled areas. Successful 
applicants will be expected to work shifts and overtime to meet the needs 
of the business. 

To apply for these positions, please send your CV and current salary 
details to Ron Pierce-Jones at the address below. 

E mai I: ron - p i erce-fo n es@devo n port, co.uk 

DRAUGHTSPEOPLE 
(Mechanical, Electrical, Structural) 

We are seeking experienced draughtspeople to be responsible for the 
specification, design and commissioning of services and equipment. 
Duties include the preparation of drawings, specifications, installation 
reports and providing technical support and guidance to DML staff 
and contractors. 

The post holders will be required to operate Windows NT, Autocad and 
design related software. Training will be given as necessary* The applicants 
should have obtained an ONC or equivalent qualification. The ideal 
candidates will be excellent communicators and be capable of working 
on their own initiative as well as part of a team. 


* ARTIFICERS - MECHANICAL, 

ELECTRICAL AND WEAPONS ENGINEERING 

* ACTION DATA CONTROL 

* WEAPONS DATA ORDINANCE 

* RADIO AND COMMUNICATION 


If you are interested in any of the above vacancies, 
please send your CV and salary details to Linda Maiarkey at 
SSMG, P.O. Box 77, Devonport House, Keynsham, Bristol 
BS31 2YH. 

Email: ltnda.malarkey@devonportxo.uk 


No Agencies Please. 
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Z£)entworth 

the Ptwtervrs 


FORMERLY CORIVO PRODUCTS 

High quality pewter tankards, 
hip flasks, goblets, plates and 
much more. Engraved with 
Ship’s Crests, Badges and 
Logo’s to your own designs. 
Competitive prices. 

Full colour brochure. 

A R WENTWORTH (SHEFFIELD) LTD 
Tankard House. 25 Leadmill Road, Sheffield SI 3Ji 
Tel: 0114 272 5676 Fax: 0114 272 6651 


WALL SHIELDS OF 
ROYAL NAVY SHIPS 



Hand painted on wooden base 6in x 7in 

£26.75 4* £1.40 UK Postage. 

REDUCED PRICES given for orders of 6 or more 
SPECIAL PRICES given for 10. 25. 50 and 100 

CRESTED TIES TO YOUR OWN SPECIAL DESIGN 

(minimum 36) 

specialist experience over 85 years 

C.H.MUNDAY LTD 
Oxford House, 8 St Johns Road 
St Johns, Woking, Surrey GU21 1SE 
Telephone: 01483 771588 Fax: 01483 756627 
email: enquiries<2)chmunday.co.uk 


GOLD WIRE BADGE Co 

1 GOLD WIRE BADGES-ALL SHIPS ETC 

C11.00 1 

WHITE LEATHER GAUNTLETS 

£22 00 

STANDARD CARRIERS 

£25.00 

STANDARD CARRIERS MADE TO ORDER £30.00 

STANDARD CARRYING CASE 

£30.00 

BRASS INSERTS 

£12.00 

WHITE COTTON GLOVES 

£4.00 

WHITE COTTON MASONIC GLOVES 

£5.50 

NAVY / BLACK BERETS 6 % 7 S 

£7 00 

ANY ASSN BERET BADGE 

£4.50 

R.N. A NAVAL DIVISION TIES 

£9 50 

R N BOW TIES 

£9.50 

BLACK CUP-ON TIES 

C450 

I R N BUTTONS LARGE Cl 60 SMALL Cl .50 1 

R N . R M.. R.FA WALL PLAQUES rXT 

Cl 7 00 

PACE STICKS 

£60 00 

W.R.N.S. STYLE HATS 

£22 00 

FRIDGE MAGNETS MOST SHIPS 

£2.00 

KEY RINGS MOST SHIPS 

Cl-50 

EMBROIDERED GARMENTS 


WINTER BLOLI SONS, BLACK. R.N A. R.M £22 00 

NAVY BLUE V-NECK JUMPERS : 


I R NA. R.M 

Cl 2.00 

WHITE PILOT SHIRTS R.NA. R.M. 

Cl 2.25 | 

| SWEATSHIRTS R.NA. R.M , NAVY. GREY. Cl4 50 | 

Officer* Cep Badges ... 

£ 12.00 

Gold Sword Knot . 

£23.00 

Leather Sword Belts . 

£70.00 

Sword Bags .. 

£30.00 

all pnces include PAP 

I i.Daiehead Dnvt, Shsw.Oktbom, lanes. 0L28TJ 

Tel/Fax: 01706 846648 

www.thegoldwirebadge.co.uk 

E-mail:- robroyffrthegoldwirebadge.co.uk 



MEDAL 



For Application Form 
send stamped address 
envelope to: 
ERVICE COMMEMO-I 
RATIVES 
(N.N.) 

P.O.Box 4. 
Hinckley, 
Leicestershire 
LEI0 3ZT 


mailorder 

toys 

Phone for 
our new 
catalogue 

0121 355 6200 

Character Toys delivered to your door 

www.mailorder2000.co.uk 

email:sales<8>mailorder2000.co.uk 



EMBROIDERED 

LEISUREWEAR 

Wide range of quality garments. 
Low minimum order. 

Full colour brochure. 

Caps & Printed garments supplied. 

Free embroidery proof. So oripiumon ehaije. 
Embroidered Polos from £6.00ea. Sweats £b.00ea, 
f-ihirts LS.OOea. 

BANANA MOON WORKSHOP 

48. Old Lane, Birkenshaw. Bradford, 
BD11 2JX 

Tel: 01274 688103 Fax: 01274 652524 
www.bananamoon.co.uk 


EMBROIDERED 

Sweaters, Sweatshirts 
Polo shirts, Badges 

PRINTED 

Teeshirts, Sweatshirts, 
Badges, Coffee mugs 
And lots more, all from one supplier 

Mo artwork cx salting up costs on majority of goods 
High quality. competitive pnces. prompt delivery 

BFPO tax-free service 
Send for our new price Hot: 

Reynold Sports 

51/52. High Street. Lincoln. LN5 8AP 
Tel: 01522 513333 
Fax: 01522 530383 


IWANTED! 

H.M.S. Bell's 
Also Tread Plates 

Thomas Kerrigan, 

12 Summerhill North. 

St Lukes. Cork IRL 

00 353 214501573 

^ Collector m I’k monthly * 



MILITARY SALES 

Rover 25 1.1 3 door 

£ 5,995 

Export Tax Free & UK Home Use 

Enquiries: 0870 333 1824 

Email: dip.mil.tfs®pendragon.uk.com 


LOST YOUR MEDALS? 


WE CAN REPLACE THEM NOW • WW1 TO PRESENT DAY 

IN FULL SIZE AND MINIATURE 
WE MOUNT MEDALS TO WEAR - COURT OR SWING STYLE 

PROFESSIONALLY SEWN 
AVAILABLE NOW THE GENERAL SERVICE CROSS, 
VOLUNTARY SERVICE AND MARITIME SERVICE MEDAL 

SAE FOR DETAILS & REPLACEMENT MEDALS LIST 

T0A0 HALL MEDALS 

NEWTON FERRERS. Nr PLYMOUTH. DEVON. PL81DH. 

Tel 01752 872672. Fax 01752 872723. 
e-mail: chrissy@toadhallmedals.com www.toadhallmedals.com 


THE EASTERN SERVICE MEDA1 

This superb die-struck commemorative medal 
is available in Full Size & Miniature to all 
who served in the Near Middle & Far East. 
Send s.u.e. for your application form today. 

DPS Awards, P.O. Box 6961 
Bromsgrove, B61 SLA 




LOST MEDALS 

REPI.ACKI) IN RECORDTIMK 
FULL SIZE & MINIATURE 
3 DAY MOUNTING SERVICE 
WRITE OR PHONE FOR QUOTATION 

RAYMOND D. HOLDICH 

Trafalgar Square Collectors Centre 
7 Whitcomb Street 
London WC2H 7HA 

TEL 020 7930 1979 FAX 020 79301152 
e mail:rdhmedals@aol.com 
www.rdhmedals.com 


(W. 


'^faxnturts. 

SKVI1IVIM. ( Ol RSKSl 
IN FIjOMIM 

Frwfafl Adventures. Florida ire happy 
to offor Military Discounted Skydiving Courses 
for bagmnar to advanced students in beautiful 
Laka Wales. Florida Our Skydiving School it 
British owned and oporalad 
Locatad only 40 miles south of Orlando and all 



Over 400 available 
Print laminated with canvas texture film 
to resemble an original oil painting 
size 8“x 16 " for €35 plus P&P 
For list please send SAE to 
SEART. 5 THE CHASE. GOSPORT. 
HANT8 PQ12 3TD 



ca_ FLY THC FLAG 

QUALITY HAND SEWN 
NATIONAL FLAGS A ENSIGNS. 
ECONOMY 5FT X JFT FLAGS 
£7.99 etch 

TABLE FLAGS & BUNTING 

/ Jtf / conn h BMOi m hi 

ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED 

ELPEES ENTERTAINMENTS 
l nit 06 Laser Quay. MMhviJ Lil\ I |L 
Rochester, Kent MK2 4HU 
Tel: 01634 297708 Fax: 01634 297709 
www.elpces-cntcr1ainment.s.co.uK 


TIES, BADGES & 
PLAQUES 

By Mail Order 
SHIPS/SQUADRONS/ 
REGIMENTS/CLUB 

HM Services and custom-made for Clubs, 
Bands. Choirs, etc 
Blazer buttons, medals, ribbons & 
sundnes 

Please send SAE for lists 

THE HERALDIC CO. (GB) NN 
Over Briar, Beech Well Lane, 
Edge End, Coleford, Glos. GL16 7HA 
Tel/Fax: 01594 832200 


ROYAL NAVAL 
WALL CLOCKS 

MADE TO ORDER 



Ships Badges. Heel Air Arms. 

Royal Marines. Royal Fleet Auxiliary 
AvoiloMr in u « hou r of 
tfrikoyonv. Yew or Pins Si JO mhhIcii frame* 

126.50 Inc UK Postage 

Quantity discounts available on request 

Granina** Scullery 

474 Wiiidstunc Knud. Wigmorr. 
t .illinghum. Kent MKK Oil/ 

Tel: 01634*366130 Fax: 01634-329212 

, SAH. For Bttxrhurc . 


Coma join us for toow fun in tha »un 
Contact u for furthar details. 

Freefall Adventures, Florida i 

Ml S Airport Road. Laka Wains, Pi 23K3 USA 
Tef 063 679 9779-Fax 863 679 9449 
Email: skydivamtk@aol.com 
www ffadventures com 


r- FRAMED COLOUR PRINTS—i 

From own original paintings 


EMBROIDERED BADGES 
CUMMERBUNDSJIES 

Cummerbunds - Silk £25, Polyester £17.50 
Cap Tallies, and Baseball Caps 
All made to order. 

Ross Art Embroidery 

7 Wall Road, Gwinear, 
Hayle. Cornwall TR27 5HA. 

Tel/Fax: 01736 850724 



Tl 

os un's 

11 

1C Bookshop 


A LARGE SELECTION OF ROYAL 

Naval and Maritime titles 

For more details, 

Tel: 023 1282(692 fit: 923 92821181 

E-Mail: karen@bosunsbooks.com 


Tie Royal Naval tarn Trading Company Limited 
No.8 Store. HU Natal Base. Uatit float Pofowi. POi 3PY 


PURE NOSTALGIA 

Individually hand-built waterline presen¬ 
tation model of your ship, 
perhaps long gone but never forgotten. 
Contact for further details: 

Ron Hughes, 

Model Shipwright, 
Feldemore, Bacton, Stowmarket 
Suffolk, IP14 4LF 
01449 781741 


REGIMENTAL TIES, blazer 
Badges. Cuff-Links. Buttons. 
Medals. Cap Badges. Militaria. 
£2.00 for list. Caimcross (Dep. NN). 
31. Belle Vue St.. Filev, N. Yorks 
YOI4 9HU. 

www.caimxson.freeserve.co.uk 


Navy News 
Notice To Readers 

The publishers of Navy News can¬ 
not accept responsibility for 
the accuracy of any advertisement 
or for any loses suffered by any 
readers as a result 
Readers are strongly recommended 
to make their own enquiries and 
seek appropriate commercial, legal 
and financial advice before sending 
any money or entering into any 
legally binding agreement. 


WORCESTERSHIRE MEDAL 
SERVICE LTD 

x Specialists in Medals and Medal Mounting. 

56 Broad Street, Sidemoor, Bromsgrove. Worcs B6I Ml.I. 

Tel: 01527 835375 Fax: 01527 57679M 


MHKl.S PROFESSION AIJ.Y MOUNTED COt RT OR ORDINARY STYIJK. 
m.I. SIZK REPLACEMENT AND MINIATURE MEDALS St PPUED. 


j Order online using our secure website \t wYt.woremedals.com 
E-mail us at wms(« YYorcnicdals.com 


yj. 


SEE YOU AT IFOS BESIDE THE 
ILLUSTRIOUS FOR THE LAST TIME 


SHIPS CRESTS - PRESSED MEN 
023 9252 7646 01822 890411 

_ APGTC 

NIDS 


Large 

£14.00 

Small 

£10.00 



WYSWYG 


Forces 
Fridge 
Magnets 
Key Rings 
etc. 


With Thanks to: Graham Rush. Hughmark International 
John Palmer, Derek Tooley - The Market Bakers. 

Mr Peter Young and Mr Tim Stopford. 


EURO 


[LENS Disposable contact lenses 
on-line 


CONTACT 
L E N S E S 


FREE 
SHIPPING 
TO BFPO 
ADDRESSES 


www. e urolenscontactlenses.com 


UK 0800 897275 
Italy 800 015480 
Belgium 0800 73195 


Germany 0800 1822593 
Holland 0800 0221447 
Spain 9009 93967 


Register now to start saving on contact lenses 


CASH TILL PAY DAY 


Cheque Card, Cheque Book & ID Required 
Phone for details or visit us 
94A West Street, Fareham 

(01329)282535 opposite main Post Office 

CASH CENTRES (SOUTHERN) LTD 


£ 


£ 


Toys Roses & Flowers 

^ - A Gift of Love - 

Flowers For All Occasions - Not Just Christmas/Valentines Day,'Mothers Day 
But For - Anniversaries, Congratulations, Births. Birthdays. To Whoever You Have Forgotten 
Flowers Sent to Any Address In U.K. C r N.l. 

12 Roses - Red Yrllim Pink White Mixed. Plu* Civps ..£I3.K5 

24 Roses - Red Yellow. Pink, White Mixed. Plus Gyps .... £ 18.30 

40 Freesij & Ferns.. . .......*.£14.75 

Bouquet - Dc Luxe. Mixed Flowers. 50 Flowers/Ferns Gyps.120.00 

Bouquet - laixc. Mixed Flowers. 30 Flowers Ferns Gyps .£17.50 

Bouquet - Carnations, Mixed or Red'Yellow Pink'White be Gyps. 30 Blooms ........ £17.50 

Bouquets - Mixed Flowers. Range from .£11.50 - £20.(XI 

All C/Cs Accepted & Cheques Made Payable To 
Joy's Roses & Flowers, Flamingo, St. Sampsons. Guernsey. CX GY2 4WB 
Telephone 01481-246708 «>t 01481-348406 


ADVERTISING RATES 

land. VAT) as effect™* from let Apnl 2000 


DISPLAY 

Full Page.£2,180 

Half Page.£1,204 

Quarter Page.£680 

S.c.c.£13.50 


CLASSIFIED 

Lineage 90p per word 

Trade minimum.30wds. 

For Sale, Minimum . lOwds. 
Box number.£3 


PENFRIENDS See details on.pagelO 

Discounts, Colour Rates, Technical Details available on request 

Tel: 023 927 25062 for a full Media Pack 


Navy News Own Products 

If you are not satisfied with one of our own products sold through this paper, 
simply return it to us unused within 14 days and we will replace it free of 
charge or issue a full refund (including postage) 

This guarantee does not affect your statutory rights 
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Services 
team 
plans to 
conquer 
a giant 

SERVICE mountaineers are 
planning an expedition to 
climb the fifth highest peak in 
the world 

The 27,758fi high Himalayan 
mountain of Makula has been 
scaled few times, and never by a 
UK Services expedition. Fourteen 
mountaineers from the Forces will 
make up the main team to climb 
the challenging peak in 2(X)4 while 
a junior team of ten will undertake 
a climb of at least 6,(XX) metres. 

The 12-week main expedition 
will he led by Sqn Ldr C W. Scott 
RAI% while the seven-week junior 
exped will be under the leadership 
of Surg Cdr Andrew Hughes. 

A selection weekend for team 
members will be held in North 
Wales this November, and details 
of requirements are published in 
Joint Service Defence Council 
Instruction 92/01. 

Expansion 
begins 
at Home 

AN INITIATIVE by the Royal 
Star and Garter Home to 
expand in partnership with 
another specialist care 
provider ts expected to result 
in a new. 40-bed unit for 
dementia sufferers as well as a 
£1.9 million grants scheme. 

The I tome at Richmond lor dis¬ 
abled and incapacitated cx-Scrvicc 
people is to introduce the gran, 
scheme to meet the nursing cart- 
needs of cx-Scrvice personnel in 
the Midlands and North of 
England. 

Both plans arc the first phase of 
a development announced by the 
Home’s Chairman of Governors, 
Vice Admiral Sir David Dobson. 

Meanwhile, the Home has also 
launched a fund-raising scheme by 
which anyone who has military or 
wartime memories can, for a £10 
donation, secure a place for them 
in an electronic time capsule. 

The Odyssey Time ship will be 
placed in the imperial War 
Museum lor 1(X) years. Bookings 
can be made before October 31 on 
wh'H'. OdwssexTtmeship.(om or on 
forms from The Odyssey Project. 
Royal Star & Garter Home. 
Richmond. Surrey IAVIU 6RR. 

New Defence 
science set-up 

A CENTRE for the largest group 
ol scientists and engineers in 
Britain’s public service was 
launched on July 2. 

The Defence Science and 
Technology Laboratory (Dstl) is 
part of the Ministry of Defence 
and has been created to continue 
defence work within the 
Government after the division of 
the former DERA the Defence 
Evaluation and Research Agency. 

Dstl’s 3,(KX) staff will be based at 
17 sites throughout Britain 

Devonport 
open days 

DEVONPORT Naval Base will be 
open to the public again on the 
weekend of July 28-29. 

Visitors will be able to visit the 
museums, exhibitions and histori¬ 
cal buildings, including the RN 
field gun display and the hang¬ 
man's cells. There will also be 
guided coach lours. 

Entry is free via Granby Gate 
off Fore Street, and the gates will 
be open between I Oam and 5pm. 


HERE COMES THE INDIAN OCEAN DIPLOMATIC SHUTTLE 




has 


Picture: LA(PHOT) Jack Russell 


east of Suez 


WORLD rover HMS Gloucester has become the first 
Royal Navy ship to visit Dar es Salaam - Tanzania’s 
former capital - for 15 years. 

The call in late June was ship’s company ascended South 


Northumberland’s sad 
return to Greek island 


WHILE the destroyer HMS 
Gloucester was engaged in the 
Indian Ocean, hei wartime 
predecessor was being remem¬ 
bered in an emotionally 
charged visit to a Greek island 
by HMS Northumberland. 

The Type 23 frigate anchored at 
Kithcra. between mainland Greece 
and Crete on June 15 to mark the 
60th anniversary of the sinking of 
the cruiser HMS Gloucester. 

oi her complement of 807, 722 
died when the ship was attacked by 


Stukas which then machine- 
gunned men in the water. 

The 85 survivors were captured 
and taken to Kithcra. where they 
were denied food by the Germans 
hut they were fed and re-clothed 
through the kindness of the 
islanders. 

During three days of commemo¬ 
rations, the ship’s company of 
Northumberland joined with six of 
the survivors. 41 family members 
and local people to remember the 
Gloucester’s agony. 

The frigate provided a guard for 


a parade ol veterans and families 
on the route along which the sur 
vivors were marched in 1941. and 
the ship’s Chiefs Mess hosted a 
barbecue on the sea front for the 
Britons and villagers. 

A brass plaque was unveiled by 
the British Defence Attache to 
Greece, Commodore John Milnes. 
and a memorial service was held in 
the Northumberland. 

With veterans and familcs on 
board, wreaths were laid 13 miles 
off the island where the Gloucester 
went down. 


planned to coincide with the 
visit by Britain’s Chief of the 
Defence Staff, Admiral Sir 
Michael Boyce. He hosted a 
lunch on board for the 
Tanzanian Defence Minister 
and his own opposite number. 
General Mboma. 

After leaving Tanzania, 
Gloucester continued defence 
diplomacy missions, one of the 
main roles of the seven-month 
deployment which is taking her to 
the Far East. 

She called at Maputo in 
Mozambique, then stopped 
at the Seychelles before her 
odyssey took her to Durban 
in South Africa. Mauritius, 
and across the Indian 
Ocean, via Diego Garcia, for 
a stand-off in Penang, 
Malaysia. 

There she was due a stand-oft 
this month during which families 
were being flown out to spend 
some time with members of the 
ship’s compam 

In those waters her deployment 
is due to he rounded off next 
month with a final exercise under 
the Five Powers Defence 
Arrangemeni - involving Australia. 
New Zealand. Malaysia and 
Singapore, ihe Type 42 destroyer 
taking the lead in air delenee 
She will then cross the Indian 
Ocean for the third time in four 
months when she begins her lorn* 
journey home via the Suez CanaF. 
She is due to arrive at Portsmouth 
in mid-October. 

Earlier in her deployment. 
Gloucester visited Singapore and 
cast Malaysia from w here 18 of the 


Manx parliament opens in Naval style 


FLANKED by a Royal 
Navy guard, the Hon. 
Noel Cringle, President 
of the oldest parliament 
in the world - the Isle of 
Man’s Tynwald - makes 
his way to the hill from 
where the ancient legis¬ 
lature is opened annually. 

The Naval contingent at 
Tynwald Day on July 5 was 
made up of men from the 
port crew of the Trident 
submarine HMS Vigilant 
and from the new mine- 
hunter HMS Ramsey. 

The mine ship was visit¬ 
ing the island for the occa¬ 
sion and hosted an official 
lunch at which guests of 
honour were the Lieutenant 
Governor of the Isle of Man, 
Air Marshal Ian Macfadyen 
and his wife, Sally. 

With the Ramsey at 
Douglas was the Hunt-class 
vessel HMS Brecon, taking 
a break from her Northern 
Ireland duties specially for 
the occasion. 

Also on the island for 
Tynwald Week were the 
Royal Marines Band 
Scotland which led the 


parade at the main ceremo¬ 
ny. They also played at the 
Governor's official recep¬ 
tion. at a local fund-raising 


event, and for the crowds in Officer for Northern 
the evening of Tynwald Day. England, Commodore John 
Senior RN officer present Madgwick. 
was the Naval Regional Picture: LA(PHOT) Mei Merrill 


East Asia’s highest peak. Mount 
Kinabalu while 100 others took to 
white-water rafting. Among the 
VIPs who visited her was the Duke 
of York, guest of honour at a recep¬ 
tion on board. 

In Brunei, Gloucester hosted a 
sea day for that nation’s navy and 
welcomed on hoard Admiral Blair, 
US C-in-C Pacific. 

When the ship visited the 
Kenyan port of Mombasa her 
climbers were out again - this time 
for a five-day ascent of the snowy 
heights of Kilimanjaro, Africa’s 
highest peak. 

In the true tradition of Royal 
Navy warships on deployment, 
charity did not stay at home. A vil¬ 
lage fete* on the ship’s flight deck 
raised 14(X), an orphanage was 
helped out in Mombasa, and while 
the ship was at sea Ll Karen 
Hihberd cut hair to raise money for 
games and books tor Dai es 
Salaam’s Dogodoo Centre for 
street children 

Warships on 
show at big 
exhibition 

BRITISH warships and vessels 
from overseas navies will he 
berthed in London Docklands for 
the second biennial Defence 
Systems and Equipment Inter¬ 
national Exhibition on September 
11-14. 

The exhibition, organised hv 
PGI Spearhead I.id, will he cen¬ 
tred on the new ExC’cl exhibition 
and conference centre in Dock¬ 
lands. It will he supported by the 
British Naval Equipment Assoc¬ 
iation. the Defence Manufacturers 
Association, the Society of British 
Aerospace Companies and the 
Federation of Electronics Indus¬ 
try. as well as the Ministry' ol 
Defence and the Defence Export 
Services Organisation. 

Free tickets will he issued by 
PCil Spearhead to MOD people 
who have an interest in attending 
in an official capacity. Details 
about applications for tickets 
appear in General Defence 
Council Instruction 163/01. 

Band concert 
series starts 

A SEASON of Royal Marines 
Band concerts at St Mary’s 
Church, Portsmouth begins on 
September 20 and will continue 
each month up to April. 

Tickets for the concerts, by 
the Band of the Royal Marines 
School of Music, are £5 (£4 for 
senior citizens and students), 
with tickets for the seven con¬ 
certs in the season at £14. 

The concerts begin at 7.30 
and, besides the September 
event, will be held on October 
18, November 22, December 
13, January 17, March 14 and 
April 11. 

For details contact The 
Concert Secretary, RMSM, 
HMS Nelson, Portsmouth, POI 
3HH (tel 023 9272 6182). 
Cheques should be made out 
to the RMSM Band Fund. 
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Accommodation 



SUPPORT YOUR CLUB 


All booking requirements in writing only, enclosing £5 deposit 
on each Family Room. Enclose a S.A.E. for your receipt. 
ACCOMMODATION: For Service Personnel, their families and 
dependents plus ex. serving personnel and R.N.A. members 
who may be visiting the Plymouth area. 

FUNCTIONS: We cater for all types of functions at very 
competitive prices. Ships Functions. Mess Parties. Wedding 
Receptions, Reunions of ships, past and present, we offer an 
ideal facility. 


Royal Fleet Club 

Morice Square, Devonport, Plymouth PL1 4PQ 
Telephone inquiries only Plymouth 01752 562723 


ASK FOR QUOTATION. CONTACT THE MANAGER 

WITHOUT DELAY TO AVOID DISAPPOINTMENT 


Garian House Holiday Flatlets 

Self-catering flatlets, near sea and shops Fully equipped. Colour TV, fridge, 
cooker, linen, etc. Ideal for a visit by family or girl friend. 

MINIMUM 2 PERSONS OR CHARGE FOR 

Charge f WEEKLY JULY & AUGUST.£80 

per I WEEKLY JUNE & SEPTEMBER .£70 

person I OTHER MONTHS.£50 

l Nightly (Out of Season).£10 

ALL WITH OWN BATHROOM AND TOILET 
Guests, who anticipate a late arrival should inform the management before 2pm 
Chidnen 12 years or under - HALF PRICE if steeping n the same room as adults 
BOOKINGS ARE SATURDAY TO SATURDAY ONLY DURING MAY - OCTOBER 
MR CURTIS. 70 FESTING GROVE. SOUTHSEA. PORTSMOUTH. HANTS. 
TELEPHONE: 023-9273 3581 MOBILE: 0802-938559 


GLADYER 

w The Place to stay »» 


INN 

Rosyth 




<|8> Province Of Natal Hotel 

5, Greenhill, Weymouth, Dorset DT4 7SR 

The Hotel was a gilt after World War 2 
lls purpose* is to provide holidays and short breaks for all 
serving and ex-serving RN, RM, WRNS or QARNNS 
personnel and their reservists, families and close relatives. 

*50 yards from beach, safe swimming and fine sands. 

•Half a mile from the shops and station. 

•All rooms en-suite with tea and coffee facilities and colour TV 
•Lift to all floors ^Residents bar ‘Children and Pets welcome 
•Double, Twin and Family rooms available 
•We cater for small ships re-unions 

Group booking discounts available 
For more information Tel: 01305 784108 or Fax: 01305 770575 

RnC'«lrrrd Charity No 2IM4H 


Hampshire Court Hotel 

29/31 Hampshire Terrace, Southsea POI 2QF 

Delightful listed building, 1823. Central for seafront, 
stations, city centre, ferry ports etc. Private car parking 
Tea/coffee making facilities, colour TVs in all rooms + full 
English breakfast 

Prices from £18 per person per night 

Telephone (023) 9282 3522 


^TORQUAY^ 
Southbank Hotel 

• Licensed Bar ETB ♦ ♦ ♦ • Close to seafront + shops 

• Family rooms available • H/C, Tea+Coffee, TV, All Rooms 

Mags (Simon) & Rachel Thacker Both Ex-Navy 

Tel: 01803 296701 Fax: 01803 292026 


-THE GRAND HOTEL— 

Plymouth 

Accommodation & Full English Breakfast 
Peak Season (April-October) 

£29.50 per person per night in a double/twin 
Special Discounted Rates offered for 1 night or more 
between Thursday — Sunday, 

Subject to availability at time of booking. 

Built in 1879 with 77 bedrooms and conveniently 
situated on Plymouth Hoe r N 

I a* *i * Telephone: (01752) 661195 -as- 


TORQUAY 
Glenross Hotel 

llacU*li TonrUm CoaacU 

Janet A .Andrew invite vihi to our comfortable. 
Friendly & ideally Mtuarcd Hotel with 12 well 
appointed en-suite bedrooms, bar, parking 
and plentiful and varied home cooking. 

Call for your Special Discounts, 
Brochure A Christmas package 

01803 297517 

wrww.glcnrms-hotcl.co.uk _ 


«/eJMHMIU8g\» 

Osmond Quest Mouse 

42 ‘P ier Street, West iHoe 

01752 229705 

Beil and Breakfast from £I6-£20.CM) 
Seafront. Courtesy pick-up from 
stations. 4 poster bed. All rooms 
\ (TV. Tea/ColTcc making. / 
Mostly En-suitc. Parking, / ^ 




COMFORTABLE BED-SITTING 
room WITH HAND basin. i.v. 
G.C.H., AVAILABLE IN QUIET 
HOUSE NEAR HM NAVAL BASE. 

Own separate equipped kitchen, share 
bathroom with one other ('onvement for M.N. 
Officer. R.N. personnel, employee ol H.M. 
Naval Base Reserved parking available. 

For long/short let. Rent £57 per week, 
all bills inclusive. 

Miss Mary Clarke 
For details Telephone: 

023 92X1 4003 


Canterbury Hotel 
+ Uplands Hotel 

SOUTHSEA, HANTS 

RESERVATIONS 023 9229 3136 
All Rooms En-suite 
Bed + Breakfast / Room Only 
Hotels minutes from seafront 
Weekend Rates 
From £15.00 p.p.p.n 


IORismoutt 

LADY J 

HAMILTON 


Closest B+B to Naval Base, 
100 yards from main gate, 
HMS Vietory/Mary Rose/ 
HMS Warrior/ 
Museums aJI on doorstep. 

22 rooms most en-suite, 
singles/doubles/twins + 
family rooms, colour T.V, 
Tea+Coffee facilities, free house 

V Tel: 023 9287 0505 > 


To advertise your business call 

023 9272 5062 

Lenny Wolstenholme 

023 9272 4226 

Lyn Hodge 


Sfrinerfcil 

A M Mom. 

AA PLYMOUTH HOE RAC 

* Lockyer St. PL1 20D * 

Telephone: (01752) 227311 
Elegant Victonan Building with 22 
Bedrooms - 5 Ground Floor 
Nautical Flavour Cocktail Bar 
Colour TV, Radio. Tea/Coffee/ 
Telephone all rooms Most en suite 
Large car park. Navy News 
Readers 10% Accommodation 
Discount. All Credit Cards 
accepted. 

Brochure & or Booking contact: 
Lt. Cdr. Alan Jones RNR (Ret d) 

‘A Personal Service' Comfortable Hotel' 


SPANISH DREAMS Superb 
homes on Spain’s beautiful Costa 
Blanca ideal for Retirement. 
Holidays or Investments. With 
prices from only £39.(XML Inspection 
trips every week. Free Brochure 
Wessex Homes 01323 749M7 






of the 




All NEW subscribers will receive 6 FREE postcard 
size pictures to kickstart an exciting and 
interesting collection of ships of the Royal Navy 

ONLY £10.50 FOR 


12 MONTHS 

The featured ship for August is 
HMS Argyll. To receive a postcard 
size picture of her and of the next 
eleven featured ships, simply phone 
023 9282 6040 or send your 
cheque/PO for £10.50 to the 
address below. 

Each month you will receive a 
glossy photograph helping you to 
build a comprehensive and 
interesting collection. 

Orders To: 

The Business Manager, 
Navy News, 

HMS Nelson, 
Queen Street, 
Portsmouth, POI 3HH 

Cheques payable to Navy News, 
payment by Credit Card/Switch, 
UK & Abroad, please use 
the coupon on page 4 



Postcard size pictures from 1956 to present date 

There are over 500 black and white glossy postcards 
available on request at a cost of 65p each (min order 
£1.95). To receive a free list simply write to the 
Promotions Department or phone 023 9282 6040 


Or buy online at www.navynews.co.uk 


Let history 
know you 
were there. 


From D-Day - 6” 1 June 2001 - onwards, if you 
are a member of the Armed Forces, an ex-Service 
man or woman, or the relative of someone 
who has served, you can add your Service 
experiences to The Odyssey Timeship. This time 
capsule, created by The Royal Star & Garter 
Home (in association with Abbey National pic), 
will give future generations a unique first-hand 
account of life in the Armed Forces. 

All it takes to become a pan of The Odyssey 
Timeship is a £10 donation to The Royal Star & 
Garter Home. To make vour contribution, log on 
to www.OdysseyTimeship.com and follow the 
onscreen instructions. Alternatively, if you don’t 
have access to the Internet call Tony Maher, 
Odyssey Project Manager, on 0208 439 8114. 

Remember, The Odyssey Timeship is your 
opportunity to give tomorrow’s children 
something history books can never provide, a 
personal account of Service life in the 20^ and 
early 21 st Centuries. Please, play your part and 
get involved. 


odyssey nxtisH 

* 





Registered Charity No 210119 
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NoticeBoard 



THE TIME OF YOUR LIVES 


NAVY NEWS looks back through its 
pages to recall some of the August head - 
lines of past decades ... 



• 1981 - The launch ol HMS Trafalgar ; first of 
a new class, at Barrow-in-Furness. 


40 years ago 

IRAQ’S announcement that it was going to 
annexe Kuwait triggered Royal Navy action in 
support of the smaller state HMS Bulwark with 42 
Cdo embarked was directed from Karachi and 
HMS Victorious from Hong Kong with escorting 
warships. Another carrier. HMS Centaur, was 
despatched from Gibraltar and a minesweeping 
squadron was diverted from the Mediterranean 
The Royal Marines were put ashore within 24 
hours of Kuwait’s request for aid. Navy News said 
the successful operation which forestalled Iraqi 
intentions was a demonstration of the Navy’s ver¬ 
satility and mobility. 

30 years ago 

BY A distance of only 16yds HMS Cavalier had 
won the title of “fastest ship in the Royal Navy” by 
beating HMS Rapid in a two-hour speed trial off 
the east coast of Scotland. 

Royal Navy helicopters almost swept the board 
at the annual International Helicopter Rescue 
Meet at RAF West Raynham by winning five out of 
a possible six trophies. 

20 years ago 

THERE was strong opposition among Naval wives 
to a plan to end the centuries-old practice which 
allowed ratings to allot part of their pay to depen¬ 
dants each week. Wives were organising a petition 
to be sent to Defence Secretary John Nott. 

HMS Trafalgar, first of a new class of nuclear 
powered submarines, was launched at Barrow-in- 
Furness by Lady Whitehouse. wife of C-in-C Fleet, 
Admiral Sir John Whitehouse. 


Herald 
takes 
last bow 

THE White Ensign is lowered 
for the last time in HMS 
Herald during her decommis¬ 
sioning ceremony at 
Portsmouth Naval Base. The 
event was attended by the 
Flag Officer Surface Flotilla, 
Rear Admiral Ian Forbes and 
Captain (Hydrography), Capt 
Michael Barritt. 

A decommissioning cake 
was cut by the threesome of 
Mary Hall, the ship s sponsor; 
Elizabeth, daughter of the CO, 
Cdr Duncan Tilley: MEM Barry 
Martin, the ship s youngest 

rating. Picture LA(PHOT) Susan Rose 



Promotions to Captain & Colonel RM 


PROVISIONAL selections lot promotion to 
Captain RN (effective June 30. 2002) 

WARFARE 

Cdr A S Bell. Cdr RAM Brown OBE, 
Cdr The Hon Michael Cochrane OBE. A/Capl 
PN Collins. Cdr D J R Dickens, A/Capt E 
Fraser. Cdr D.S. Morns. Cdr M.J. Parr. Cdr 
D.L W Sim. Cdr N P Stanley. A/Capt C D 
Stockman. Cdr M D Tarr. Cdr G C Thomas 
OBE. Cdr I Turner OBE. Cdr J.S Westbrook 
MBE. A/Capt M W Westwood. Cdr D E 
Wolfe 


ENGINEERING 

Cdr P.M Burrell. Cdr P.J. Couch. Cdr S.R. 
Dearden. Cdr S.R Gosden. Cdr J.T 
Holloway Cdr R I Hughes, Cdr H H Parker 
A/Capt R.N Powell, Cdr N.P Sealey. A/Capt 
J.D. Stratton. Cdr A.J. Tate. 

SUPPLY 

A/Capt R Albon. A/Capt M.A Cornberg. 
A/Capt A A Ross 

FEMALE NON-SPECIALIST 

A/Capt A M B Muxworthy 


MEDICAL 

A/Surg Capt D C Brown. Surg Cdr J.K. 
Campbell. Surg Cdr C.J G McArthur 

DENTAL 

A/Surg Capt (D) M W Weston 

ROYAL MARINES 

Provisional selections tor promotion to 
Colonel RM (effective June 30. 2002): 

LI Col MW Dunham. LI Col FHR 
Howes. Lt Col I P. Huntley. LI Col G.K 
Messenger 


Deaths 


Lt Cdr Michael Frank Woolliams HMS 

Raleigh June 28 

Admiral Sir Anthony Synnot KBE. AO. 
RAN. Chief of Australian Defence Force 
1979-82 Served 1939-82 Appointments 
HMAS Canberra. HMAS Stuart (Matapan - 
MID Evacuation of Greece and Crete). 
Barham. Punjabi (survivor). HMAS Quiberon 
(North Sea. N. Africa landings. Indian 
Ocean) Post-war Excellent. HMAS 
Warramunga (CO). HMAS Vampire (CO 
Vietnam). HMAS Sydney (CO Vietnam). 
Director General Fighting Equipment 1969- 
73. Flag Officer Commanding Fleet 1973-74. 
Defence Forces Staff 1974-79. Chairman of 
Council of Australian War Memonal 1982 85 
July 4. aged 79 

Vice Admiral Jack Scatchard CB. DSC 
and two Bars WW2 destroyer CO and 
Second-in-Command Far East Fleet 1962- 
64 Served 1923-64 Appointments Repulse. 
Kent (China Station). St Vincent, Kashmir 
(Malta convoys Crete evacuation, survivor). 
Garth (Channel and E Coast convoys 
Dieppe - DSC). Termagant (CO. Landings in 
S France 1944 Sank U-boat - DSC Aegean 
1944 - DSC. British Pacific Fleet - attack on 
Truk) Post-war Vanguard, Dolphin. Phoebe. 
Boxer. Duchess (CO and Captain 5th 
Destroyer Flotilla). Commandant Joint 
Services Staff College 1960-62 June 22. 
aged 90 

Capt Douglas Bromley DSC. CO of 
HMS Verulam of 26th Destroyer Flotilla which 
sank the Japanese heavy cruiser Haguro in 
May 1945 Served 1925-65 Veteran ol 
Atlantic and Mediterranean campaigns 
Awarded US Legion of Merit for guiding three 
Liberty ships through minefields off Naples 
Appointments Sussex. Icarus (Narvik. 
Dunkirk). Lightnina, Vesper (CO). Verulam 
(Haguro - DSC). Blankney (CO). Post-war. 
Chieftain (CO). Pembroke (CO). Campania 
(first British A-bomb test Awarded Royal 
Humane Society Medal for rescuing one of 
scientists from drowning). Daring (CO). 
Director Naval Recruiting. Commodore 
Cyprus. Commodore RN Barracks 
Portsmouth 1963 Member of Association of 
RN Officers Chairman Plymouth Centre of 
National Trust Aged 89 

John Butler DSM. BEM. ex-CPOGl and 
veteran of Altmark Incident (HMS Cossack 
1940. captain of B gun turret) for which he 
was awarded DSM Served from 1930s until 
1954 Consulted as gunnery adviser for film 
Bequest to the Nation about Nelson Retired 
as head porter at St Mary's Hospital. 
Portsmouth in 1978 (BEM). June 14. aged 
87. 

George Deacon. Battle of River Plate vet¬ 
eran Founder member and secretary and 
archivist of HMS Ajax and River Plate 
Veterans Association. Served in Ajax 1938- 
42, including Mediterranean, and during her 
last commission 1947-48 May 27, aged 80 

The Ven Arthur Smith VRD, RNVR, 
Archdeacon of Lincoln 1960-76 and RNVR 
chaplain 1940-60 Appointments included 
HMS Hawkins. 13th Destroyer Flotilla and 
HMS Eaglet (Liverpool RNR) Apnl 4. aged 
92 

Peter (Wally) Walton BEM. ex-C/Sgt RM. 
served 1948-91. Longest-serving Royal 
Manne at retirement Veteran of Malaya 
Emergency and Indonesian Confrontation 
Latterly involved in welfare work (BEM). 
Pn 2 ewinmng gun-dog trainer. May 30. aged 
70. 

Lt Cdr A. V. Salter, served 1932-67. join¬ 
ing as boy seaman Ships St Vincent. 
Bridgwater. Sturdy. Stronghold. Carron. 
Venus. Roebuck Amphion. Diomede. 
Funous. Empress. Glory. Implacable. CY 


Swop drafts 


SA Culverwell HMS Ocean. BFPO 350. 
Devonport based Will swop for any 
Portsmouth ship deploying or not. 

WTR1 McLean (first-aid qualified). HMS 
Montrose, BFPO 339 (tel 07754299170). will 
swop for any Portsmouth ship. 

LCH Turner. 6E1 Mess. HMS Ark Royal. 
BFPO 212 (18 months) left, will swop for 
Plymouth ship and would be willing to extend 
sea time time. 


1945. communications commissioned officer 
1952 Life member RBL President of 
Tilehurst RBL branch and club Aged 84. 

Sir Lawrence Airey KCB, Royal Mannes 
National Serviceman 1945-47 Career civil 
servant and Chairman of Board of Inland 
Revenue 1980-86 Aged 75 

A. D. (Nobby) Halls BEM. Chief Mech. 
served 1943-74 Ships: minesweepers, 
destroyers, frigates. HMS Sultan and in 
Bahrain and Malaya May 25. aged 75 
Glyn Sells ex-PO Sto submariner 
Boats Cachalot (survivor 1941 and then 
POW). Tiptoe. Teredo. Unbeaten Member of 
Gosport branch of Submanners Association. 
May 29. aged 84 

Michael John (Fingers) Coombs, ex- 

AB(UC). Served 1950s and 1960s in Wizard. 
Matapan, Hartland Point. Victorious. 
Lowestoft. Fiskerton. Mull of Kintyre. 
Dartmgton. Duncan June 4. 

Barry (Chic) Calder ex-CPO. served 
1949-74 Ships: St Vincent. Vanguard, St 
Kitts. Gravelines. Pembroke, Harrier, Loch 
Alvie. Dryad, Relentless. Royal Arthur. 
Birmingham. Narvik. Vernon. Messina. 
Collinawood, Protector, Mohawk. Blake. 
Tiger. Fife. June 8. aged 67 

Norman Culling. ex-CPO COXN sub¬ 
manner. served 1935-50 Ships Ganges. 
Ramillies, Galatea. Anthony. Fortune. 
Eskimo, Dolphin then HM submarines H33. 
Cyclops. Thrasher. Forth. Seadog. H28. 
Vengeful. Wolfe, Tactician. Tantivy, U-2518. 
Member of Australia branch of Submariners 
Association Aged 81 

George Tinker ex-CPO COXN sub¬ 
mariner HMS Ganges and HM submannes 
Tiptoe. Thermopylae. Alcide. Springer. 
Explorer. Anchonte. Acheron. Oberon Osiris. 
Sett Member of Australia branch of 
Submanners Association Aged 72 

Roland (Roy) Smeaton. ex-LS sub¬ 
mariner, served 1943- 1950s (medical dis¬ 
charge) Ships and submannes St George. 
Kent. Dolphin Cyclops. Forth, Token, Tabard. 
Thorough. Alliance, Statesman. Templar. 
Trespasser. Thule. Anchorite. Montclare 
Aged 74 

Arthur Cockbum (Scotty) Walker, ex- 

A/PO and OEMS gunner, served 1939-46. 
Ships Ganges, President. Koskiusko, Bntish 
Chancellor Veteran of 16 crossings in Battle 
of Atlantic as well as Malta, Egypt, and N 
Africa and Sicily landings. Middle East and 
Indian Ocean Aged 88 

Lt Robert Armstrong Nichols, served 
1926-60 Ships included Superb. Seagull. 
Cheerful. Caledonia Member of Beagle. 
Boadicea and Bulldog Associations May 20. 
aged 90 

Lt Edwin Varley. served 1926-41, joining 
as boy seaman and serving as electncal and 
torpedo specialist Ships included Rodney. 
Marlborough, Caradoc, Dorsetshire. Furious. 
Eagle. Courageous May 18. aged 90 

Clive Davies member of Aircraft 
Handlers Association (served in branch 
1954-61). June 16. 

Brian Crouchen. member of Aircraft 
Handlers Association (served in branch 
1949-77) July 26 

Douglas H. McDonald. ex-PO Sto . 
served in RCN 1940-47 Ships: HMS Nigeria 
and HMC ships Cowichan, Saguenay. 
Jamaica. Uganda Secretary of 
Uganda/Quebec Veterans Association In 
Canada. Apnl 

Jan Gajda ex-Polish Navy. Ships ORP 
Grom (sunk Norway 1940. survivor). ORP 
Piorun (Bismarck, Russian convoys. 
Normandy campaign Member of 10th 
Destroyer Flotilla Association 1943-45. 

Charles Skivington. ex-ERA submanner, 
served 1940-45. Boats included Sealton. 
Spiteful. Member of North Staffordshire 
branch of Submanners Association June 2. 

Harry Fleming ex-L/Tel Member of HMS 
Aurora Association i 
June 27. 

Ted Prvce member of Majestic and 
Caledonia Boys Association 1937-39 

Henry Walter (Harry) Beesley. ex-CK. 
Member ot HMS Belfast Association (served 
in ship 1942-45). June 29 

Vic Lake. ex-AB. served 1943-47 Ships 
Argus, indefatigable. Savage. Rocket. 
Havelock. June 29. 

Members of Algerines Association: 
John D. Ward (Hound) March 23 
Henry Addington (Rmaldo) April 6 


Kenneth Nash (Jaseur. Hare) Apnl 14 
Harry Cubltt (Pincher). Apnl 30 


lation (served in ship 1941-43). 


Plucky) 

May 12. 

Philip Willcock (Wave, Polaris) May 19. 
Barrie Child (Coquette, Welcome). June 2 
W. D. H. Andrew (Chameleon). June 6 
W. F. Lake (Hare) June 7. 

Harry Edgington founder member and 
former secretary Fleetwood branch of RN 
Patrol Service Association June 30 

Tom Hesketh ex-Sigs RN and RFA. 
Russian convoys veteran. Last ship RFA 
Appleleaf Retired 1989 June 1 in Mombasa, 
aged 78 

William Gordon Pemberton. ex-CPO 
Service included HMS Ark Royal. RNAS 
Yeovilton. March 25. 

Fred Fensome ex-CPO sailmaker. 
served 1936-68 Ships: Hyperion. Canton. 
Philoctetes, Protector, Liverpool, Vanguard. 
Tyne. Newfoundland. Hermes July 4. aged 82 
ASSOCIATION OF RN OFFICERS 
Lt Cdr W. H. Anderson Served: Fulmar. 
Heron 

Lt F. W. Barton MBE Served: Faulknor, 
Hecla. Cleopatra, Montclare. Excellent 
Lt Cdr C. H. G. Clarke Served Dragon, 
Coracoa. Dido. Malaya. Enad Bay. 

Lt Cdr M. J. Casserly Served: Lanton, 
Defender. Aunga, Ambrose. Tamar 

S/Lt A. C. Clementson RNVR Served 
Copra, Roseneath 

Lt Cdr (E) A. E. Coombes Served 
Jamaica. Maidstone. Pembroke. St Angelo. 
Chichester. Caledonia 

Lt D. S. Cracknell RNVR 
Capt (S) P. G. Cranefield Served 
Afnkander. Montclare. Dampier. President. 
Phoenicia. Daedalus, Centurion. Cochrane. 

Lt Cdr J. B. Dunne Served: Bittern. 
Albatross, Chequers. Hornet. Solebay. 
Excellent. Swiftsure. Bellerophon 
Lt J. F. Field RM 

Lt (E) F. Fowler Served: Nuthatch, 
Falcon. Sanded mg. Condor. Heron 

Capt. I. G. Gibson OBE. RN Served 
Lowestoft. Queen Elizabeth President 

Lt Cdr L. S. Hinton Served Vernon. 
Racehorse, Berwick. Woodbridge. 
Implacable. Dido 

Surg Cdr R. W Lancashire DSC. 
Served: Exeter. President. Amara Poora. 
Victory. Osprey. RNH Portland. RNH 
Chatham 

Cdr A. W Langridge DSC Served 
Royal Sovereign. Narwhal, Spmt. Mauritius. 
Ulster. Belfast. Sanderfing, NATO 
Capt J. D. Liddington RM 
Lt Cdr (I) H. T. Mackie Served. Liverpool. 
Excellent, Curlew. Fulmar. Eagle, Falcon 
Lt Cdr R. Marshall Served Ark Ftoyal. 
Furious. Duke of York, Indefatigable, 
Victorious. Illustnous, Theseus 
Lt G. W. Mather RNVR 
Capt C. J. Meyer OBE Served Forth. 
Sea Scout, Tabard, Auriga. Conqueror. 
Resolution. Dolphin, Rooke. 

Lt Cdr (E) J. D. Newman Served St 
Angelo. Ariel, Falcon. Fulmar, Blackcap. 
Nuthatch. Gambia. Daedalus. 

Cdr A. F. Paterson Served Kent. 
Courageous. Liverpool. Neptune. Attacker. 
Implacable. Hermes 

Cdr J. H. Stenning Served: Ark Royal. 
Victorious. Crowe. Vengeance. Stnker 
Lt J. W. Stone Served: Goldcrest. 
Centaur. Fulmar, Albion. Excellent, Heron. 
Osprey 

Lt Cdr (E) O M. Williams Served 
Westminster, Illustrious, Hornet. President. 
Terror, Vigo. Excellent 

ROYAL NAVAL ASSOCIATION 
Ernest Leslie (Dickie or George) Bird. 

founder member Sudbury. Halstead & 
Headingham. Served 1940-46 Survivor HMS 
Fiji and served in FAA Member of FAA and 
HMS Ganges Associations June 2, aged 80 
James (Brigham) Young, life member 
Tranent & District. National Council member 
and treasurer Scottish Area Served 1967-80. 
Ships Pembroke, Heron. Zulu. Cochrane. 
Bulwark. Mauritius Gannet. Caledonia. 
Diomede. Fearless. Claverhouse May 25. 
aged 50. 

Gerald Raymond Fitzgerald, associate 
members Wymondham Ex-MN June 16. 
aged 73. 


Danny Garnett. Chorfey and formerly 
Blackpool Ex-POSM. served 1939-52. 
Ships. Norfolk, Garth. Neptune (wounded 
when ship mined off Alexandna 1941). Beryl, 
Derwent, Implacable. Golden Hind. Comet. 
Illustrious. Indefatigable Aged 83 

James Patrick (Pat) Donovan, assistant 
social secretary Hastings. Ex-Sig serving in 
MGBs While on holiday in Turkey. June 14 
Canon Keith Hobbs, member and former 
chaplain Chichester Served as Lt Cdr 
instructor Branch at end of WW2 and in 


Korean War Archdeacon Emeritus of 
Chichester 

Rev Eric Milner, past president and 
chaplain Dewsbury, Batley & Birstall Served 
as RN chaplain 1944-65. In RNA page of 
Navy News Oct 1989 il was said Shipmate 
Milner had served or slept on board 78 ships 
during his Naval service Apnl 13. 

Patrick (Pat) McCarthy. Watford Ex- 
POA TAG3 Ships: Royal Arthur, St Vincent. 
Seaborn. Jackdaw. Ukussa. Silkin. Daedalus 
Secretary of Watford branch of FAA 


Association June 25 

Ted Woods. Carshalton. Ex-RM. July 1. 
aged 76 

George Shook. Birchmgton-on-Sea. Ex- 
L/Sig. July 7. aged 81 

Joan Till (nee Freestone). Chard. Ex- 
WRNS, served HMS Cncket, HMS Squid 
Apnl 19. aged 76. 

Russell William Moody. Bourne Served 
FAA 1951-59 including Korean War June 21. 
aged 67 


TVjOIN IN THE SUMMER FUN!...^T 

WITH NAVY NEWS AT THE SENSATIONAL 
INTERNATIONAL FESTIVAL OF THE SEA Friday 24th - 27th August 
We will also be pleased to see you at THE SOUTHSEA SHOW 3rd • 5th August 
TWO FANTASTIC WEEKENDS WITH ENTERTAINMENT FOR ALL THE FAMILY!! 


WHERE VME 
WILL BE! 

1 HMS INVINCIBLE 

Come aboard and visit our 

stands and rneet the^ 

NAVY CYBER CAFE) 

3 . the street market 

View the Collection and 

Je home a special souvenir 

of the day- 


the great 
"ace 

tf iter our n 
Bal| oonfi“ Great 

Entry £100 

members 50p 

“"Prodnetione, 

membership 
card 


of the day. 

4 BOATHOUSE 7 

Get an in-depth look atI the 

life of a shipyard apprent 

latest Navy Nenre 

will be on sale on 
all stands. 



*;§?■*- 
^ ur chanc^T ^ ,and 

a,■ Cart oon/ 

nta i°rpn2es°f ther 

*s*»* 2 r 

Wectiow 


, N tMi News 






Navy News Editor Jim Allaway 
will be signing copies of his books 

'Tl Kl„ I_ XU„ _» 

m 


The Navy In The News ^ 

'More Navy In The News' 

(Book signings only on Friday 24th August) . 
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MESS DECK 

So, how arc your 
summer holidays 
going? 

All the crew are having 
a great time! Captain 
Plank has let us off the 
ship and we're heading 
off to have a top 
camping holiday. If you 
want to know how to 
create your very own 
camp just read our 
feature on “Sleeping 
under the Stars"! 

Thanks for all your 
letters - we look 
forward to receiving 
your postcards from 
your holidays! Don't 
forget we might have 
some prizes for top 
cards. 

Remember Ashley Cole 
who had an accident on 
his Dad s motorbike - 
well we are pleased to 
report he's getting a 
lot better even though 
he has had to have two 
operations. Take it 
carefully Ashley! 

Paul Kitching has been 
keeping the Sang 
amused with all his 
drawings. We liked your 
Titanic picture. That 
reminds us! If you are 
doing projects about 
ships or read something 
interesting then LET 
US KNOW, we want to 
hear it from you! 

Hello to Charlotte Hook 
and thanks for your 
letter! Captain Plank 
wants to know if you 
are any relation to 
Captain Hook?????!!!!! 

Well that’s all from the 
Sang - write soon! 





clothes to wear - it gets cold outside 
even in summer and you'll need a warm 
bed, either a sleeping bag or a cosy 
duvet! It's pretty hard on the ground 
so you'll need either a sleeping mat, or 
perhaps an inflatable bed. 

Sather everything together and head 
outdoors! Don't forget there's no TV so 
you'll need to take something to read or 
play. Set up your tent, store everything 
inside and enjoy the open air! 


; Jackandsusie's warning* 

< Always tell an adult where you 
{ are going; don’t go camping on 
! your own, even in the garden; 

! check with an 

! adult that it’s 

i 

| safe to be 
[ outside before 
! you put up 
! the tent. 


n 


Summer is a great time for sleeping out 
in the fresh air! There's nothing quite 
like it. 

Camping is great fun, and these days 
there are some amazing tents around. 
There are small round ones and giant 
colourful tents with little separate 
bedrooms and a proper cooker! 



If you can’t persuade 
your Mum and Dad to go 
on a camping holiday why 
not make a camp of your 
own in the garden! 

If you want to spend the 
night outdoors then you 
really will need a tent. 
Many of the high street 
stores have 2 person 
tents for around £20 so 
you need to save up or 
perhaps ask for one as a 
birthday present. The 


pop-up tents are good as 
they don't need much 
time or space to put 
them up. 

Camping is all about 
being prepared. Even if 
you're camping in the 
garden you should try 
not to go back in the 
house once you've set up 
camp (except if you 
need the loo!) This 
means you need 
something to eat, 
something to drink, a 


YOU COULD WIN A 


AT OWER, 
ROMSEY, 
HAMPSHIRE 

Just off Exit 2 M27 
Open daily 10am 
10th March - 
4th November 2001 

Tel: (023) 8081 4455 
(24 hours) 

An all day visit is 
recommended to enjoy all 
the attractions so return 
your entry form now and 
you could be a winner! 

Send your completed entry to: 

The GangPlank Club, Navy News, HMS Nelson, Queen Street, Portsmouth POl 3HH 

Name: . Age: . 

Address: . 




._-a*rr 


. Postcode 

Closing Date for entries: 7th September 2001 

The Editors decision Is final. Employees and relatives of Navy News arc ineligible to enter. 
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NAVY NKWS YOUNG RHADLRS CLUB. AUGUST 200 ! 35 


GIORIA GREENFINGERS 
REPORTS... 


Captain Plank's friend 
Gloria Greenfingers is 
very good at gardening. 
Susie and Jack have 
decided to create a 
garden in the harbour 
where Captain Plank 
moors his ship. 

Both Susie and Jack are 
studying wildlife in their 
lessons and they want to 
make sure their garden 
will attract lots of 
wildlife. 

Gloria told them about a 
brilliant organisation 
that will help them. It's 
called the HDRA 
Organic Network for 
Schools. Technocat let 
them use the internet 
and Susie found lots of 
information at 

www.hdra.co.uk 

Here's some useful tips 
on attracting wildlife 
into your garden: 

1. Stop using garden 
chemicals - 
chemicals harm 
useful creatures like 
worms and 



hedgehogs so try not 
to use them in 
the garden. 

Most unwanted 
things in the 
garden can 
be got 
rid of 
by 


either 

careful planting or 
some good old- 
fashioned weeding! 

2. Plant Native Plants 

- this means using 
plants that have 
always been around 
in this 
country. 

They 
are easy 
to grow 
and the 
wildlife 
are used 
to them 
so like visiting the 
gardens they are in. 

3. Use plants that 
wildlife really like! - 

you can attract 
butterflies, bees and 



hoverflies by 
encouraging lots of 
flowers, they make 
the garden look 
great too! Once the 
insects come then 
the birds will come 
too. Buddleia and 
poached eggs plants 
are good for this 
and very pretty. 

4. How about some 
water! - a pond is 
really cool for 
attracting all sorts 
of wildlife but not 
everyone's garden is 
big enough. But you 
could buy a large 

round pot and 
fill it with 
water and 
some water 
loving plants - 
you'll soon 
have your own 
mini water- 
garden! 

Gloria says GOOD 
LUCK WITH YOUR 
SUMMER GARDENING 

- Don't forget to send 
her some photos of 
your garden! 


ALL AT SEA 

Captain Plank and the crew are really 
looking forward to some very exciting 
things happening at sea in the next few 
months. 


Do you remember last 
year we told you about 
the Times Clipper 2000 
race - eight identical 
60ft (over 18m) boats 
racing round the world 
and visiting some very 
exotic places. The 
yachts are all named 
after cities or islands - 
Portsmouth, Plymouth. 
Bristol, Leeds, 

Glasgow, Liverpool, 
London and Jersey. 
Well, the race will finish 
in Portsmouth on 
September 21. Susie and 
Jack will be there to 
cheer the boats home! 
Why don't you choose a 
yacht now and follow 
them home? You can 
find out more by logging 
on to www.clipper- 
ventures.com 

As the volunteer crews 
come home on the 
Clipper yachts a very 
different kind of round 
the world race starts 
from Southampton. This 


is called the Volvo 
Ocean Race. This is a 
race for top 
professional yachtsmen 
and women. They will 
travel 32, 700 miles 
around the world as fast 
as they can. The teams 
come from all over the 
world, from Sweden, 
Norway, Germany, 
Finland and Italy , 
Australia and Bermuda. 
If you want to learn 
more about the race and 
the conditions that the 
crews will face. Check 
out a special web site 
which is being set up for 
young people, log on to 

www.volvoocean 

adventure.org . 

You could ask your 
teachers if they would 
like to get your school 
involved in following the 
race. 

Back in the UK, some 
very old and beautiful 
yachts will be racing off 


the South Coast at the 
end of August. You may 
have heard of the 
America's Cup - an 
exciting duel between 
the most up to date and 
expensive racing yachts 
in the world. It all 
began in the Solent in 
1851 when a yacht from 
the USA challenged 
British yachts to a race 
around the Isle of 
Wight. The yacht, “the 
America" beat the 
British boats and won 
the 100 Guinea Cup. The 
cup was raced for again 
and again by challengers 
from countries around 
the world and became 
known as the America’s 
Cup. It is currently held 
by New Zealand. 

To celebrate the 150** 1 
anniversary of the first 
race some of the finest 
old yachts will race 
against each other again. 
Look out for more info 
on the TV and radio and 
on the web site 

www.americascup 

jubilee.co.uk . 

Captain Plank is going 
aboard some of the 
yachts so look out for 
more news soon! 


•v Birthday Congratulations / ,• 


Jamie Abbott 
William Adams 
Benjamin Alaimo 
Reece Alcock 
Thomas Andrews 
Claire Aspin 
Misha Bell 
Simone Bennett 
Sophie Beverley 
Mitchell Birch 
Sam Blount 
Christie Bridgeman 
Lauren Bridgeman 
Ben Broadmore 
Zoe Brown 
Nathan Bunyan 
Joseph Burford 
Sam Butt 

Maisie Carscadden 
Jonathan Casper 
Rosie Channon 
Scott Clark 
Christopher Clayton 
Amy Clift 
Tara Colwell 
Lewis Convoy 
Luke Copsey 
Natalie Crook 
Michael Cullip 
Jamie Oavies 
Thomas Davis 
Lee Dawes 
Connor Doherty 
Dean Dowdall 
Thomas Duell 
Thomas Dyson 
David Eldridge 
Sean Faulkner 
Joshua Forth 
Matthew Foxcroft 
Liam Frost 
Mitchell Gibbs 
Kerry Goddard 
Lauren Gould 
James Goweu 
Jennifer Halt 
L — 


Sarah Hamilton 
Rhys Hannon 
Sean Harkett 
Sean Hayton 
Shaun Hearn 
Daniel Hcthrington 
Alex Hopkins 
Jack Hort 
John Hughes 
Harry Jarvis 
James King 
Emma Lamped 
Joshua Lawrence 
Antony Lawson 
Sarah Lift 
Micky Locke 
Stephen Mann 
Aaron Madin 
Bradley Mason 
Francesca Mason 
Oaniel Mills 
Scarlett Monet 
Sweeney 
Lewis Moore 
Ashley Morey 
William Modon 
Phillip Murphy 
Sian Nevatte 
Lauren Niemand 
Tristan O’Keefe 
Luke Orchard 
Tara Osborne 
Alicia Palmer 
Marco Palumbo 
Joseph Parkin 
Karl Padridge 
Paul Patrick 
Adam Peers 
Candace Phillips 
Adam Pitts 
Krystina Preston 
Rebecca Ready 
Emma Reid 
Corinna Richardson 
Laura Richardson 


Frazer Rickard 
James Roberts 
Matthew Robinson 
Rebecca Rush 
Carly Salter 
Sarah Sampson 
Lee Samuels 
Jodie Savory 
William Shod 
Robed Simmons 
Gemma Simpson 
Oliver Simpson 
Leigh Smith 
Philip Smith 
Jack Southall 
George Southern 
Emma Spruce 
Connie Squibb 
Harry Stileman 
Paul Sutcliffe 
Gemma Taylor 
Christopher Temple- 
Murray 

Gary Thompson 
Magnus Thompson 
Tommy Tipton 
Nicole Walters 
Richard Wardle 
Natalie Warne 
Matthew Whale 
Andrew Whapshott 
Jonathan Whentcroft 
Sophie Wheatcroft 
Jessica Wheeler 
James Whittingham 
Michael Wilkes 
Alexander Williams 
Sophie Williams 
Daryl Williamson 
Bryce Wilson 
Katie Wingrove 
Ellen Wishad 
Paul Wishad 
Sean Wolfendale 
Hannah Wood 


WATCH (HIT! 


Technocat has been on the look out for 
some good things to watch in the holidays. 







EVERY FAMILY NEEDS AN 
OPTIMIST 


You could be a lucky winner of 
one of these NEW COOL VIDEOS 
Just send your name, address 
and membership number to: 

The GangPlank Club 
Navy News. HMS Nelson. 
Queen Street. 
Podsmouth P01 3HH 


FINOING DAD A DATE 
BECOMES AN AOVENTURF 


Warner 


Home Videos 


On general release Closing Date For Entries: 
from 23rd July 2001, _ lL - . 

Price £ 14.99 7lH September 2001 


On general release 
from 30th July 2001, 
Price £12.99 


Have you ever read any of Gerald Durrell's 
books? They're all about his adventures and 
work with animals. Now there is a brand 
new animation series based on his book 
"The Fantastic Flying Journey". It’s being 
shown now on Children's ITV. 


Technocat has seen a sneak preview and it 
looks good - watch out for the evil lucretia 



!r 


Please enroll me as a member of The Gang Plank Club. r 
/ enclose a PO/cheque (payable to Navy News) for: 
£4.2$ I year UK - £7.50 2 year UK (saving £1) 


Name. 

Address 


.Postcode 

D.O.B.Tel No .. 

E-mail address. 

School attended. 


Joined by: Parent □ 

Do you have any Brothers “1 
Special Interests: Sport “I 

Friends “I 



Grandparent “I 
Sisters 1 
Music “1 
Reading “I 


Other “I 
Ages “1 
Film/TV 1 


Send your completed form, together with a 
postal order/cheque for £4.25 or £7.50 to: 

‘The Gang Plank Club’ 
Navy News, HMS Nelson, 
Portsmouth POI 3HH 


call 023 9273 3558 or 023 9282 6040 (24 hr Answerphone) 
We will also accept payment by:- Visa, Delta, Access, Mastercard 
or Switch on orders of £5.00 or over 


4 
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Sea Cadets 




We are sailing - and skiing, 


BRISTOL’S TS Adventure joined up with their 
counterparts at Swansea, TS Ajax, for an exhilarat¬ 
ing week at the Camber Sailing Centre, Devonport. 

Hospitality at HMS Drake was "absolutely splen¬ 
did”, reports Lt F. R. Marsh, with ice skating, ten 
pin bowling, Quasar shooting and dry slope skiing 
laid on in the evenings. 


The sailing was particularly good for four 
Adventure cadets, who were selected to join the 
SCC Training Ship Royalist last month. 

• NOT JUST PLAIN SAILING: L/C Martin Young 
leads the way to the dry ski slopes. 


Colditz Award 
for Arbroath's 
high standard 


ARBROATH has won the National Colditz Award - as the unit that has done most 
to help members of its community in the past year. 


Guide to The International 
Festival of the Sea 


The News, Portsmouth is produdng a 
40 page, full colour souvenir guide to 
this unique event being held at the 
home of the Royal Navy 

Order now 

Rates shown include 1st class postage in the UK or Airmail postage 
overseas to be posted on August 14,2001. 

UK £1.50 Europe £2.00 Airmail (rest of the world) £2.75 

How to order 

By post: Send a cheque (UK banks only) or International Money Order 
made payable to PPP LTD and post to: 

Newspaper Sales,The News Centre, Portsmouth, P02 9SX, UK 
By fax: UK 023 9267 2424 or 

Overseas +44 23 9267 2424 (0800 1800 hrs GMT) 


Please send your name, delivery address and telephone number along 
with your Visa or Mastercard number and expiry date. 

By Phone: UK 023 9266 7666 (9am to 7pm) 


The framed certificate and 
cash prize of £300 is donated 
by the Colditz Association. 
The money will be spent on a 
project to further Sea Cadet 
training. 

Unit Chairman Ross Cargill 
received the award from the 
Commodore Sea Cadets, Cdrc 
Roger Parker - and later a further 
cheque for £1,000 from the local 
old folks bingo club. 

Cdrc Parker inspected the well 
turned out Guard and quoted 
from the Colditz Award citation: 

“One of the highest forms of 
human endeavour consists of ser¬ 
vice to others. Remembering the 
vital importance of this ideal while 
prisoners-of-war in Colditz Castle, 
and believing that community ser¬ 
vice is an invaluable element of 
youth training . . . ‘You cannot 
choose your battlefields - the 
Gods do that for you. But you can 
plant your standard where a stan¬ 
dard never flew."’. 

The TS Arbroath band carried 
out a display for the Commodore 
and guests including the Provost of 
Angus. Mrs Francis Duncan. 


NATIONAL DRILL 
AND PIPING 



REPRESENTING the Southern Area at the 
National Drill and Piping Competition, 
Worthing Unit (pictured above) came away 
with the Best Dressed laurels, while L/C 
Emma Bailey was Best Squad Commander. 

Results in full from the event at HMS 
Excellent: 

Unarmed Squad - 1, South West; 2, London; 3, Southern; 
4, North West; 5. Northern; 6, Eastern 

Unarmed Squad Commander - 1. Southern; 2. South West; 
3. London; 4, Northern; 5. North West; 6. Eastern. 

Unarmed Squad - Best Dressed - 1, Southern; 2, South 
West; 3. Northern; 4. London; 5, North West; 6, Eastern. 
Armed Guard - 1. South West; 2. Southern; 3, London; 4. 


Eastern; 5, Northern; 6. North West. 

Armed Guard Commander - 1. South West; 2. London; 3. 
Southern; 4. Eastern; 5, Northern; 6. North West. 

Armed Guard - Best Dressed - 1, Southern; 2, South West; 
3, Eastern; 4, London; 5, Northern; 6. North West. 

Marine Cadet Guard - 1, Southern; 2, South West; 3, 
London; 4, North West; 5. Eastern. 

Marine Cadet Guard Commander - 1, Southern; 2, South 
west; 3. London; 4, North West; 5. Eastern. 

Marine Cadet Squad - Best Dressed - 1, Southern; 2, 
London; 3, South West; 4, North West; 5. Eastern 

PIPING RESULTS 

Team Piping - 1, South West; 2. Eastern; 3. Southern; 4. 
Northern; 5. London; 6, North West. 

Individual Piping - 1. PO O. Terry (Southern); 2, A/C S. 
Melvin (Northern); 3. A/C M. Shuttleworth (South West). 


Overseas +44 23 9266 7666 (0800 1800 hrs GMT) 


The News 


Band on the run at Milford 




For SERVICE, QUALITY and 
VALUE second-to-none... 


EST 




I860 


We invite PO’S and OFFICERS 
of The Sea Cadet Corps and 
Royal Navy to take advantage of our 
unrivalled MAIL ORDER Service... BAUN 8c CO 

Complefe UNIFORM outfits, Caps 
and all accessories. Gold Lacing. 

Customers OWN MEDALS 
MOUNTED, Miniatures supplied and 
mounted. Medals supplied 
Good range of Regimental Ties in 
stock, ordering available for Ties not 
in stock. 

Separate Uniform Trousers 
Terylene/Wool £32.00 
Send S.A.E. for free price list stating 
rank or rating. 

BAUN & CO. 

Only address 

14 QUEEN STREET, PORTSMOUTH POI 3HL 
Telephone: 023 9282 2045 




RHONDDA and Milford 
Haven Units' bands got 
together to play at Castle 
Martin’s Forces Day in aid 
of SSAFA Forces Help - 
where the centre piece of 
the show was a Royal 
Navy Lynx helicopter. 

Both bands are long- 
established and both suffer 
from the same problem - 
they desperately need new 
instruments and they 
haven't got the money to 
pay for them. 

They work particularly 
hard on Forces Day, 
because it is also Milford 
Haven’s Civic Founders 
Day, and they play in the 
parade for that, too - so 
there is a mad rush 
between the two venues. 


• The combined band of 
Rhondda and Milford 
Haven was this year led by 
L/C Deri Cashell (right). 
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Sea Cadets 
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The White Ensign 
Association 


A FREE SERVICE 


A leading Naval Charity for all ranks and 
rates, in the Royal Navy or Royal Marines. 
Founded by Lord Louis Mountbatten it is 
the source of sound advice and sane 
comment on most matters. Particularly it is 
there to provide neip concerning personal 
finance, resettlement and employment on 
leaving. If you ever thought; 'If only I could 
talk to someone!' ana you can't, then talk 
to the White Ensign Association. Above all 
a free service is provided and the advice is 
totally unbiased! 


Contact: 

The White Ensign 
Association 
HMS BELFAST 
Tooley St, London 
SE1 2JH 

Phone 020 7407 8658 
Fax 020 7357 6298 

office@whiteensign. co.uk 
www.whiteensign.co.uk 


Kelly remembered, 


years on 


T HE SEA Cadets have 
accepted a challenge 
to tie the longest ever 
length of rope - in just five 
minutes! 

The attempt will take 
place at the annual Sea 
Cadet Combined Regatta at 
Edgbaston Reservoir on 
September 1. Using reef 
knots only, some 650 
Cadets will combine to tie 
as many one metre lengths 
of rope together before the 
clock stops. If they suc¬ 
ceed, they will set a 
Guinness world record. 

Meanwhile units up and 
down the country are busy 
raising funds by gaining 
sponsorship of the rope at 
£2 per metre. Some 222 
units are already taking 
part, frantically organising 
events and approaching 
local companies and the 
public in general to spon¬ 
sor their efforts. 

Ashington unit in 
Northumberland ran a ‘Get 
Knotting’ competition for 
parents and visitors, with 
members of Wansbeck 
Royal Naval Association 
and Ashington Lions pitting 
their talents against the 
cadets. 

And the Royal Command 
has come from the Duke of 
York, Admiral of the SCC: 
“The Sea Cadet Corps has 
a wonderful opportunity to 
raise its national profile in 
an unprecedented manner 
through the simple idea of 
Get Knotting’. The idea is 
to bring the Sea Cadet 
Corps together in a way it 
has never achieved in the 
past and to raise much 
needed funds for individual 
units and nationally/* 

It costs £1,000 a year to 
provide the necessary 
funding for each cadet. If 
you would like to make a 
donation to your local unit 
or to the Get Knotting 
Challenge as a whole, con¬ 
tact Janet Picton or Lucy 
Hudson on 020 7928 8978 
or e-mail schq@sea- 
cadets.org 
• Aberystwyth unit 
cadets were photographed 
“all tied up" in their local 
Cambrian News. Cadets 
Stacey Davies , Jack 
Mleczek and Ffion Slack 
prepare for the record- 
breaking rope trick. 


DUKE THIS 

■flW-'CET 

KNOTTHGT 


CADETS from TS Kelly and TS Mountbatten turned out in style to mark the 60th anniversary 
of the sinking of HMS Kelly, the destroyer commanded by Lord Louis Mountbatten. 

His daughter, Countess Mountbatten of Burma, who is patron of the Kelly Reunion 
Association, inspected the cadets from Hebburn, Chester-le-Street and Jarrow units, accom¬ 
panied by the Mayor and Mayoress of South Tyneside. 

The Remembrance Service at Hebburn - where HMS Kelly was built - was attended by hun¬ 
dreds of people. Cadets later stood by the Kelly grave while wreaths were laid at a private cer¬ 
emony at Hebburn cemetery. 


The Association is generously sponsored by benefactors including the 
Gosling Foundation which sponsors the 'gangplank' page 
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Toppoint's taste of freedom 


H MS RALEIGH, the Royal Navy’s new entry train¬ 
ing establishment has exercised its right to march 
through the town of Torpoint, the greatest honour a 
town or city can bestow upon any Naval establishment or 
ship. 

The parade formed at Carbeille Junior School prior to 
marching through the town led by Raleigh s Executive Officer, 
Cdr David Knight. 

The salute was taken in Cambridge Field by the Mayor, 
Cllr Stan Martin, accompanied by the Commodore HMS 


Raleigh, Commodore Laurie Brokenshire - and again on 
completion as the parade marched back to the Comrades’ 
Club. 

Commodore Brockenshire later commented on the event, 
saying it marked “the very strong links and community spirit 
that grow ever stronger between HMS Raleigh and Torpoint.” 

HMS Raleigh was granted the Freedom of Torpoint in 1997. 

• FREEDOM MARCH: HMS Raleigh personnel parade 
through Torpoint. 





For more information contact: The Headmistress at. 

East Street. Fareham. llants.POIft ORW Tel: 01329-280178 or Fax: 01329-823964 

F.mail WHSGfWykchaminsl.demon co.uV Wch\iic hup //w ww wykchaminsl.demon.co uk 


Education 


TRINITY 


5.™«Sri 


SCHOOL 


Hoarding & day school For boys & girls 3-19 vrs 

Trinity School is thriving: 

And we want your youngsters to thrive with us 

♦ Almost £3 million has been spent on new facilities over the Last (i yean 

♦ Small classes ♦ Christian ethos 

♦ Over 30 extra curricular activities 

♦ 20 Advanced level subjects and (iNVQ offered 

♦ Boarding accommodation with en-sunc facilities 

♦ A friendly, caring environment with individual attention for all pupils 

♦ Set in beautiful 14 acre grounds, overlooking the Knglish Channel 

♦ One residential member of staff tor every 10 boarders with a real family atmosphere 

Bursaries available to forces families 

You will he warmly welcomed, when you visit the school. Early application is recommend¬ 
ed, to avoid disappointment, /‘lease contact Lesley Cunningham 

-TRINITY SCHOOL- 


BUCKER1DGE ROAD • TEIGNMOUTH • DEVON • TQI4 8LY 

Tel (01626) 774138 Fax (01626) 771541 

e-mail: Trinsc 1230aol.com www.trinityschool.co.uk 

Member of AEGIS, BSA, ISA. ISIS. Accredited by British Council & ISC 


At Wykeham House we offer 

• a tradition of single sex education 

• a happy yet stimulating environment 

• a broad and balanced curriculum 

• small class sizes to ensure personal attention 

• a partnership between home and school 

• a commitment to extra-curricular activities 

• modem Information Technology suites 

• New School Hall and Music Room 

• excellent GCSE results 

• two Nursery Clavses 


for further details, please contact the Bursar 
Cdr. R D Coupe OBE RN 

Wellington School, Wellington, Somerset TA21 8NT 

01823 668800 

Email: admin@wellington-school.org.uk 

Reg Chanty No 310268 to provide quality education for children 


GSA DAY SCHOOL 
FOR GIRLS AGED 2*-16 


compare the results 
contrast the fees 
consider . 

Wellington 


School 


^\M 


<*• 


,f CHoO V 


CHILTON CANTELO SCHOOL 

IMPORTANT 

TO: Parents willing to invest £283 (+BSA) per term in 

their child’s future. 

FROM: Chilton Cantelo, a small ‘family’ school 

(Dorset/Somerset borders) offering a broad 
first-class education to boys and girls aged 7-18. 

RE: Further information, please contact us today on 

(01935) 850555 to arrange a visit. 


Watch out for our forthcoming Education Feature in the September issue of Navy News 


www. navy news. co. uk 



# Vice Admiral Jorge Swett, Chief of the Chilean 
Naval Staff , is welcomed on board HMS Chatham 
fora Thursday War' off Devonport. 

Chilean Navy 
Chief at war 
with Chatham 




VICE Admiral Jorge Swett, Chief of Naval Staff of 
the Chilean Navy, took a look at Flag Officer Sea 
Training’s organisation at work at Devonport, 
including a Thursday War’ on board HMS Chatham. 

Rear Admiral Alexander Backus set out the train¬ 
ing programmes avaliable to foreign units and how, 
under Fleet First, the Royal Navy had adopted ‘cra¬ 
dle to grave’ training. 

After leaving HMS Chatham, the Chilean CNS was 
shown the DISTEX site and its disaster relief facili¬ 
ties, including the Light Rescue Unit. 

Vice Admiral Swett said he was impressed by 
what he had seen and was keen to re-establish 
sending a Chilean ship to FOST for training. 


Quarterdeck 
awash after 
taking on 
500 Rangers 


THE NEWS that American war veterans have paid tribute 
to their rescuers in a Royal Navy frigate during World War 
II (July issue) brought back vivid memories for one of the 
sailors on board the British frigate HMS Spey. 


Soldiers of the 2nd Battalion 
of the 39th Infantry Regiment 
were heading for Algiers when 
their transport ship, the USS 
Thomas Stone, was torpedoed 
by an enemy submarine about 
150 miles off North Africa on 
November 7. 1942. badly dam¬ 
aging the hull, propeller and 
rudder. 

I IMS Spey stood by as some of 
the iroops look to their landing 
craft, hut the seas proved too 
heavy, as Alee Wingrave - the 
leading cook on hoard - recalled. 

Now 81. Alee lold Navy News: 
“We had a crew of 168 on the Spey 
- and as the sea got choppy the 
Americans had to leave the land¬ 
ing craft and come on board, so we 
had about 500 of them. We sank 
their landing craft before we went 
on. 

“The ship was so heavy, and we 
were so low in the water, that the 
quarterdeck was actually awash, 
and we had to batten the quarter- 
deck hatches shut.. 

“I couldn't do any cooking - all 
I did was provide boiling water for 
their iron rations. 

“It was lucky, really - I had had 
a pipe Fitted from the engine room 
into the hack of the galley. Before 
that we had hot water, but now I 
could get hoilingwater in two min¬ 


utes, and that kept the Yanks 
going.They were lying everywhere. 
We went to action stations twice 
when we picked up pings, and their 
officers told us not to worry about 
them - just run over them. 

“I seem to remember they were 
Rangers - like commandos. They 
were armed to the teeth, and I 
remember they had daggers with 
knuckledusters on.“ 

As they approached Algiers. 
Alec recalls the fort started bom¬ 
barding them. 

"We sent a message to Warspite, 
and they dropped about four I5in 
shells into the fort, and up went 
the white flag." Alec said. 

The troops went ashore and 
joined the advance, and by the 
time Spey returned with another 
convoy some weeks later, their for¬ 
mer passengers had fought their 
way well into the hinterlands, and 
the ship didn’t see them again. 

Meanwhile the Thomas Stone 
had been brought safely in on 
November 11 by the destroyers 
HMS Wishart and Velox and the 
rescue tug St Day, and the rest of 
her troops and equipment joined 
the advance. 

As for Alec, the scem-sub- 
mersiblc experience in the Spey 
obviously had a significant effect, 
as he transferred to the Submarine 
Service in January 1943, leaving 
the Service ten years later. 
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RANGERS 

MILITARY SALES 


For your free information pack on how to purchase a new 
peugeot at special tax free or concession tax paid prices. 

irrm -www.peugeotmilitarysales.co.uk 

or call UK 01980 653434 to order by telephone 


It's " 
a skoda 
- honest! 


Available from Natocars who offer 


Special Military Prices 
on over 1,500 new cars, 
TAX FREE for export 
or TAX PAID for UK use 


Stratstone 

Loads more adventure for loads less. 

FREELANDER 

From £11,710 
Export Tax Free & UK Home Use 

0870 333 1824 

Email: dip.mil.tfs@pendragon.uk.com 


Best rate part exchange • Low rate finance 
Discount insurance 

Call Natocars 01278 455555 NOW! 


^ SL ® «©» □ -1. © © 


NATOCARS 

for PrepU Who OntxA CWtM' 

Wylds Road • Bridgwater • Somerset TA6 4BH 
'J3, Tel 01278 455555 • Fax: 01278 450396 

www^>atocar^^^^^nai^ales@rafocar^^jiuPj2»^iv^vjl^ih3^ddret^ 


Specie! schemes available for military kit home contents, 
buildings & travel Insurance 


Personal loans tor any purpose 
01500 - £25,000 * 


* Written Qjotnbona avakOte 
an mqml saXynct to statir* 


0800 074 9402 

Open 365 days a year (8am to 10pm weekdays & 9am * 9pm weekends) 
Forces Direct Insurance Service Ltd (Credit Brokers). 

The Manor House. 10 St Margarets Green. Ipswich. Suffok IP4 2BS 
Tel: (01473) 211951 Fax; (01473) 213898 
E-mai: salesdforoescirect.co l* 

www.forcesdlrect.co.uk 


surrounds this 


cpcc rsr with our 

o" death MOTOR INSURANCE 

iltilj d r j ^ Exclusive raw tor HM Forces m the ML Northern Ireland & orereew. 

fa Only available to HJA. Forces. Covers Car Breakdown in UX & Europe, 
™ Travel Insurance, Kit. Road Rage. Lost Keys & Personal Accident 

M for less than 40p per day 


SPORTY estates are catching on fast these days, 35 years after Aston Martin pro¬ 
duced a handful of smart numbers - sorry, shooting brakes - based on the DB5. 


It is aimed at those of us who 
need something practical with 
carrying capacity, hut don't 
want a multi-purpose vehicle 
with the aerodynamics and 
handling of a bus. 

Mitsubishi's first solution was to 
smarten up its already businesslike 
Galant Estate and install a 2.5-1 it re 
V6 with a lusty 16lbhp on tap. But 
for some the power - and insur- 


Sharing all the elegant features of her sister hatchback, the Fabia 
Estate has an impressive 63% more load area and looks and style 


• Mitsubishi Galant 2.0 Sport - a dynamic performer with the darkest tinted windows allowed. 


ancc premium and fuel hill - can he 
a little excessive, hence the arrival 
of the 2.0 Sport. 

It costs just under £18.300. vet 
looks every inch the part of a 
£30,000 executive cruiser, with dis¬ 
tinctive shark-style nose riding on 
Win, 12-spoke alloy wheels - and 
with an air of mystery added by the 


darkest tinted windows allowed. 

From inside you can see clearly, 
but the unwelcome stranger look¬ 
ing in w ill see little of your precious 
cargo in the huge business end at 
the back. 

There is a minimum of 16.2 cu ft 
of space extending to 66.1 ins long 
at the widest and 31.5ins high by 
folding the rear scats. 

It is a dynamic performer, avail¬ 
able only with manual transmis¬ 
sion, docking the 0-60mph sprint 
in less than ten seconds, and with a 
potential maximum of 124mph - 
6mph less than the saloon version 
priced £I.(XK) lower. 

Despite the useful 134mph avail¬ 
able from the two-litre. 16-valvc 


engine, it is a dean and efficient 
machine, returning an average fuel 
economy of more than 32 miles per 
gallon, and - tax-critical for those 
w hose car goes w ith the job - a car¬ 
bon dioxide emission rating of just 
202 . 

The combination of ride, 
response and excellent seating 
make for an effortless drive, and as 
usual with Mitsubishi there is a 
high standard specification. 

This includes electric windows 
front and rear, electric mirrors, 
remote central locking, manual air 
conditioning, and. of course, 
airbags for both driver and front 
passenger. 

This certainly is one cool mover. 


Motor Insurance? 


^ NAAFI > 

financiali 


on: 00800 76 76 77 77 (free from the 
UK & Germany) Or drop into your local 
NAAFI Financial Centre 


Subscribe to Navy News! 

COMPLETE COUPON AND POST TODAY... 


YES, 1 would like to subscribe to Navy News 

(please refer lo the (able opposite for price): 

Send the completed form and payment to: 

Navy News Subscriptions, 

Navy News, HMS Nelson, 

Queen Street, Portsmouth, 
Hampshire, POl 3HH, England 
Telephone +44 02392 826040 (24hr) 

YOUR DETAIIS: 


Name: 


Address:. 


Postcode: 


Country:.. 
Tel No:.... 


Not 


jus 


the 


bare 


facts! 


lavy News 

^ www.navynews.co.uk 


REGION YEARS RATE TICK 
UK One £17.00 
UK Two £31.00 
UK Three £46.00 

Overseas* One £20.50 
Overseas* Two £36.00 
Overseas* Three £52.00 


I enclose a Cheque/Postal Ordcr/Intemational 
Money Order made payable to ‘Navy News 
for: £ (£ Sterling) 

or pay by Visa/Mastercard/Delta/Switch using 
the coupon on page 4. 

•Overseas Surface Mail including Republic of 
Ireland. Europe. Canada. USA & Australasia 

(Airmail rates available on request) 

Orders under £5.00 will not be accepted 
on credit cards. You may also order 
online at our website. 

Due to administration costs, a refund 
cannot he given should you wish to can¬ 
cel during the first six months. 


This is a new subscription 

Renewed subscription 

Stan my subscription from month: 


sporty Galant 


Air of mystery 
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PLUS A FURTHER 10% 

FOR ALL NAVY NEWS SUBSCRIBERS 
A WHOPPING 50% SAVING 


This quality 
lead crystal Cut 
Posy Bowl, is 
perfect for any 
occasion. 

WAS £42.50 
NOW £25.50 

Price includes 
UK p&p 


A beautifully 
sculptured 
crystal Ripple 
Roman Vase 
engraved with 
our unique 
Royal Navy 
Crown. 

WAS £24.99 
NOW £14.99 

Price includes 

Jd\ UK p&p 


Navy \ 
News '\ 

COLLECTION \ 
BROCHURE \ 

REQUEST FORM 

NAME 

ADDRESS 


Thinking of the perfect gift 
for that special occasion? 

... Think no more. 

Navy News is proud to be able to offer 
our readers this one-off opportunity to 
buy all featured end of line glassware 
from Sflh Ctfltecita at an exclusive 
40% discount while stocks last. 

All glassware has been individually 
hand crafted and engraved with our 
unique Royal Navy Crown and 
presented in a classic maroon satin 
lined box. Ideal for gift presentation. 


This beautiful clear crystal 
Letter Holder would make an 
elegant centre piece for any 
desk or mantlepiece. 

WAS £34.00 NOW £20.40 

Price includes UK p&p 


A beautifully 
proportioned 
dear crystal 
Claudia Goblet. 
WAS £19.63 
NOW £11.77 

Price includes 
UK p&p 


Post Code . \ 

Email . \ 

Brochure □ Ship of the Month Picture Postcard List □ 

Please tick which you would like us to send to you. 


Impress your friends with this cleverly crafted 
Water Jug and Glass. Clever because the glass 
doubles up as a lid. 

WAS £39.23 NOW £23.53 

Price includes UK p&p 

To order simply phone 023 9282 6040 

Or write to -The Business Manager, Navy News, HMS Nelson, Portsmouth, Hants POI 3HH 

Cheques payable to Navy News to accompany orders. For orders outside the UK payment can be made by Cheque/International Money Order 
in £ Sterling and drawn on UK bank. Or for payment by Credit Card/Switch, UK & Abroad, please use the coupon on page 4. 

Please note: items shown not actual size - Please allow 28 days for delivery 


An engraved 
Yorkshire 
Tankard 
makes an 
ideal gift for 
all occasions. 

WAS £29.95 
NOW £17.97 

Price includes 
UK p&p 


Toast your special occasion with these 
dear crystal Strauss whiskey glasses. 

WAS £38.95 NOW £23.37 

Price includes UK p&p 


This elegant 
Snowdrop vase. 
WAS £19.99 
NOW £11.99 

Price includes 
UK p&p 


ewm.co 


* v *vw.n»' r * _ 
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© CROWN COPYRIGHT/MOD 

Reproduced with the permission 
ol the Controller ol HMSO 


40% OF ALL 
GLASSWARE 
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REVEALED - THE MAN WHO MADE NELSON LOSE HIS TOUCH 


TWO hundred years ago, in 
August 1801, Nelson suffered 
a bloody defeat at the hands 
of the French at Boulogne. In 
the latest of his articles to 
mark the Nelson Decade, 

Colin White of the Royal 
Naval Museum gives the 
background to this little- 
known incident in the great 
man’s career. 

I N JULY 1801 Nelson returned home from the 
Baltic exhausted after a long and demanding cam¬ 
paign following the Battle of Copenhagen. He was 
hoping to be allowed to rest and recover his health. 
Instead, within weeks he was at sea again: this time 
fighting the French in the Channel. 

He found Britain in the grips of an invasion scare. Rumours 
were flying around about French troops massed in Boulogne 
and the neighbouring ports, ready to cross the Channel. 

Wc now know that these threats were largely a bluff by Napoleon 
Bonaparte, designed to bring Britain, his last remaining major oppo¬ 
nent, to the negotiating table. But, at the time, the British took the 
threat very seriously. Even the First Lord of the Admiralty, the veter¬ 
an Lord St Vincent, was convinced by the intelligence reports. He 
decided to deal with the threat by creating a new, unified and mobile 
force of small vessels, with the sole purpose of “frustrating the enemy’s 
designs”. 

And, in what was clearly meant as a public relations exercise - to 
show the French that he meant business and to calm fears at home - 
he gave command of this new force to the Victor of the Nile and 
Copenhagen. Nelson was ordered first to make arrangements for 
defending the mouth of the Thames and then to find a way of destroy¬ 
ing the enemy’s flotilla. 

Nelson arrived at Deal on July 29 and hoisted his flag in HMS 
Medusa, a fine new 32-gun frigate. Three days later he appeared off 
Boulogne where he found that the French admiral, Latouche Trevillc, 
had moored a line of small ships outside the harbour to defend the 
approaches. On August 4 Nelson ordered his bomb vessels to shell 
these ships and a major bombardment ensued - without much effect. 

But Nelson had now seen for himself that the feared invasion was 
not going to come from Boulogne and so he set off on a tour of his 
command, trying to discover where the invasion army was based. A 
reconnaissance of Ostend and Blankenberg revealed that there were 
only 60 or 70 boats in the ports - scarcely enough to transport 3,000 
men. “Where, my dear Lord,” Nelson asked St Vincent, “is our 
Invasion to come from?” 

Even so, characteristically, he was looking for a target at which to 
launch a major offensive blow: “to crush the enemy at home”, as he 
put it. So, eventually, almost by process of elimination, the idea grew 
of a full-scale attack on the French flotilla defending Boulogne. 

Arriving back in the Downs on August 13, Nelson issued a string of 
orders. He envisaged a concentrated attack on the French line by four 
divisions of ships’ boats, with a fifth division of boats fitted with Sin 
howitzers to give covering fire. Two boats in each division were 
equipped with stout hook-ropes and axes so that they could cut the 
anchor cables of the enemy vessels and take them in tow. 

The detailed orders for this ambitious attack have recently been dis¬ 
covered in the Admiralty Library at the Royal Naval Museum. They 
contradict the suggestion made in some Nelson biographies that the 
attack on Boulogne on August 15 failed because of lack of preparation. 
On the contrary, it is now deni that, as always. Nelson planned the 
operation with meticulous care. 


Beaten at 
Boulogne: 
not what 
England 
expected 

However, on this occasion he was opposed by a well-trained and 
highly-motivated force, commanded by an officer who matched him in 
professional skill. Latouche was one of France’s most experienced 
admirals and, guessing that Nelson would return for a second try, he 
made careful preparations to receive him. 

He strengthened his defensive line, securing his shins firmly to each 
other. He knew that, at the Battle of the Nile, Nelson nad achieved his 
crushing victory by attacking the French line of battle on both sides and 
he was determined to prevent this happening again. So he also placed 
two boats at the head and tail of his line, moored at right angles to their 
comrades. Finally, he stationed watch-boats to give advance warning of 
an attack and he made sure his men were constantly alert and ready at 
their posts. 


A s a result, the British attack went disastrously wrong from 
the outset. Latouehe’s advance forces gave the alarm as 
soon as the first boats were sighted and the attackers were 
overwhelmed by heavy fire. Moreover, the four British 
divisions became separated in the dark, and some of them 
were held up by a strong tide, so that they did not arrive in one con¬ 
centrated wave, as planned. 

As a result, the French were able to deal with the divisions one by 
one and the attack was repulsed with heavy loss: 45 killed and 128 
wounded. Among the latter was Nelson’s young aide-de-camp and a 
particular favourite of his, Capt Edward Parker, whose thigh was shat¬ 
tered. 

It was a humiliating defeat: one of the most serious Nelson suffered 
in his long career, especially in terms of its effect on morale. In public, 
he tried to explain his failure by claiming, rather fancifully, that the 
French had chained their vessels to the seabed. In private, however, he 
admitted that his plans had not been properly carried out and he wor¬ 
ried that the battle might have been more successful if he had led the 
attack in person. 

A few weeks after the battle the British government opened peace 



Admiral Louis de Latouche Treville (1745-1804) was one 
of the most effective French admirals of the Napoleonic 
period . Born into an old naval family he entered the 
French Navy young, and distinguished himself in a num¬ 
ber of actions. 

However, when the Revolution came, his royalist back¬ 
ground told against him and he was left unemployed , 
and was at times even in danger of his life. He was final¬ 
ly recalled to service after Napoleon Bonaparte seized 
power in November 1799. 

Latouche was directly opposed to Nelson twice in his 
career: once in 1801 when he beat him at Boulogne and 
then again in 1804 when he took command of the French 
Mediterranean Fleet, which Nelson was blockading in 
Toulon. Latouche kept his forces trained and in a good 
state of morale by making regular, teasing sorties, and 
on one occasion there was nearly a pitched battle. 

Latouche’s official account made it sound as if Nelson 
had run away - a claim that so angered Nelson that he 
vowed he would make Latouche eat his letter if he ever 
captured him. Shortly afterwards, however, Latouche 
died of natural causes on board his flagship. 

One of his officers wrote later: “He possessed a supe¬ 
rior will, capable of transforming men and of dominating 
events." It is fascinating to speculate what might have 
happened had he lived to command the Franco-Spanish 
fleet at Trafalgar. 


negotiations with France: Napoleon's bluff had succeeded. As soon as 
Nelson got wind of this, in early September, he began asking to be 
relieved of his command. His health was beginning to give way again 
and he was depressed by the long drawn out sufferings of Edward 
Parker, whom he regarded almost as a son. Eventually, after bravely 
enduring the agonies of amputation, Parker died on September 27 and 
at his funeral in the burial ground of St George’s Church, Deal, a dis¬ 
tressed Nelson was seen leaning against a tree, weeping inconsolably. 

In the great roll-call of Nelson’s battles, Boulogne hardly ever gets a 
mention. But, as the Nelson Decade heads towards its great climax in 
2005. it is right that we should pause to remember that he was not infal¬ 
lible. And, in the spirit of international friendship in which the Decade 
is being commemorated, it is also right that we should take the oppor¬ 
tunity to pay tribute to the one Frenchman who could claim that he had 
beaten Nelson - Admiral Louis de Latouche Trevillc. 



Bright flag for Black Duke 


WHEN HMS Monmouth told her affiliates at her namesake 
town that she was lacking a RAS flag (denoting a 
Replenishment at Sea operation), local company Robert 
Price Builders Merchants - who sponsor the Welsh Cup 
winning rugby side Newport RFC - quickly came to the 
fore. 

And later, when the Type 23 frigate squeezed into 
Alexandra Docks, Newport for her first visit in two years, 
her Commanding Officer Cdr Tim Stockings was present¬ 
ed with a superb example of the genre - seen here being 
raised by Robert Price Director Tessa Pike. 


MILITARY SALES 

Rover 25 1.1 3 door 

£5,995 

Export Tax Free & UK Home Use 

Enquiries: 0870 333 1824 

Email: dip.mil.tfs<§>pendragon.uk.com 
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Football 
squads 
turn to 
RN staff 

FIRST Division football con¬ 
tenders Portsmouth have signed a 
five-year deal with a Royal Navy 
establishment to help their push 
for Premier League status. 

Pompey - which has always 
enjoyed close links with the Navy - 
has leased football pitches at I IMS 
Collingwood. Fareham. for train¬ 
ing and match purposes. 

Players and officials have 
already been to the establishment 
to familiarise themselves with the 
facilities, which have been made 
available through Flagship 
Training Ltd. 

This has only been made possi¬ 
ble through the unique partnering 
arrangement between the Royal 
Navy and Flagship Training Ltd. 

The deal will also allow the club 
to use the pavilion, which is being 
refurbished, as well as 
Collingwood’s all-weather pitch, 
swimming pool, gym and weights 
rooms. 

Under the arrangement, players 
will meet after training each day 
for meals at the base, and younger 
players, on football scholarships, 
could be educated at Collingwood. 
which is a training establishment. 

Pompey will have access every 
day of the week, and matches fea¬ 
turing the club’s youth and School 
of Excellence squads will be 
played on the base’s pitches, main¬ 
ly at weekends. 

Local builder and staunch 
Pompey fan Bill Richardson, of 
Richardsons of Nyewood, is 
undertaking the refurbishment 
work necessary. 

The club said that this is 
the first stage of plans 
which is hoped will eventu¬ 
ally result in a purpose-built 
training centre, to academy 
status, in the area. 

Portsmouth Football Club, 
announcing the arrangement, said: 
“The club welcomes this partner¬ 
ship with Flagship Training Ltd 
and is grateful for their assistance 
and co-operation in making this 
deal possible. 

“This continues the long and 
happy close association that the 
club has enjoyed with the Royal 
Navy for very many years, in very 
many ways.” 

■ CPO Martin Pollard - the 
coach of the Plymouth Command 
football team - has organised a 
training programme at HMS 
Drake to prepare the players of 
Birmingham Football Club for the 
new season. 

Their manager, Trevor Francis, 
was born in Plymouth, and this is 
the fourth year the Blues have 
trained with the RN in the West 
Country. 

“The training here gives us 
plenty of variety. We could run 
round the training ground at 
Birmingham, but this is something 
different, and it’s the variety the 
players appreciate,” Mr Francis 
said. 



• The Royal Navy takes the game to BARLA in the Scottish 
Courage Cup. 


Youngsters see off 
Navy cup challenge 


THE ROYAL Navy's rugby league 
squad faced their toughest assign¬ 
ment to date when they played the 
British Amateur Rugby League 
Association (BARLA) U-21 side 
in the second round of the Scottish 
Courage Cup. 

The BARLA squad featured 
some of the best young talent in 
the amateur game, and had just 
returned from an undefeated tour 
of the United States. 

BARLA scored first with an 
unconverted try that would have 
graced Super League, starting with 
a break down the left wing and a 
pin-point crossficld kick. 

The BARLA left proved a 
threat throughout the match, with 
the next score, after 12 minutes, 
coming from an interception and a 
bOyd run to the line, the conversion 
giving BARLA a ten point lead. 

The Navy's only try of the first 
half came after a break through 
the centre field by their man of the 
match, L/Cpl Jordan James, with 
the ball being grounded despite 
determined defence. But BARLA 
took control by scoring two more 
converted tries. 

The visitors carried their domi¬ 
nance on into the second half. 


scoring shortly after the restart to 
take a 26-6 lead. 

The Navy then enjoyed their 
best spell of the match, scoring two 
quick tries. 

The last quarter belonged to the 
BARl-A side, with two more tries 
making the final score 34-16, con¬ 
firming their domination of the 
match. Their man of the match. 
Graham Mallinson (Hull 
Dockers), played a major part in 
keeping the Navy from scoring 
again. 

Richmond row 

HMS RICHMOND is mounting 
an assault on the Montague 
Cup for indoor rowing. 

The Ingate, on NATO duty in 
the Med, managed to get 50 
rowers to tackle 1km each on 
the Concept II machine, and 
PO Jase Wragg was fastest on 
the day at 3m 4s, while CPO 
Jed Stone flew the flag for the 
over-35s with 3m 12s. 

They aim to improve on the 
overall time of 2h 53m before 
the ship returns home this 
month. 


Army and RAF 

put to sword 


First win 
for ladies 

THE CRY of Owzat!’ 
came from the entire 
Royal Navy women’s 
cricket team as they 
reached their target and 
notched up their first 
ever victory in the first 
match of the season. 

A trio of bowlers - MA 
Emma Boswell. CH 
Ursula Ball and S/Lt 
Laura Dodd - limited 
Singleton Ladies to 150. 

A crucial unbeaten 50 
by Lt Charlie Atkinson 
helped see the Navy 
home. 

The spring in the step 
was still there when the 
women travelled to the 
new home of Hampshire 
CCC, to face the county 
Select XI. 

The county side were 
quickly into their stride, 
and despite sterling 
efforts by Lt Charlie Bull, 
the total of 279 was 
always going to be diffi¬ 
cult. 

Survival against such 
quality opponents was 
just as useful a yardstick 
at this stage of the team’s 
development, and the 
fact that they still occu¬ 
pied the crease at the end 
of their 50 overs was evi¬ 
dence of progress. 

The team faces anoth¬ 
er stiff test against the 
MCC Ladies XI at 
Burnaby Road on 
August 5 from 11.30 in a 
declaration match. 


NAVY fencers put the opposition 
to the sword in the in ter-Services 
fencing championships, with 
LAEM Mark Needham and Lt Cdr 
Maggie Myers RNR winning their 
respective Dismounted Champion 
at Arms titles. 

Both had to battle hard, with the 
Army and RAF fielding large 
teams, but when the dust had set¬ 
tled at HMSTemcrairc it was the 
hosts who had taken the laurels for 
the best individual result across 
three weapons. 

Another strong performances by 


EXCELLENT conditions 
allowed 32 Naval Service 
personnel and their fami¬ 
lies to really benefit from a 
beginners/intermediate 
surf weekend at Sennen 
Cove in Cornwall. 

Organised by the RN/RM 
Boardriders. the group 
enjoyed four two-hour surf 
sessions over the weekend 
under the watchful eye of the 
club’s experienced instructors. 

On completion of Saturday's 


the RN saw Lt Cdr Myers (HMS 
Vivid) take the ladies' foil, and just 
lose out to S/Lt Sacha Brooks 
RNR in the ladies’ epee final. 

Mark Needham took second in 
the men’s sabre, with a further 
three RN fencers in the top seven. 

The fledgling HMS Sultan 
Dream Team (Lt Cdr Dickie 
Barton, Lt Rob Lutman, Lt Ian 
Dry, Lt Duncan McCIcmcnt, Lt 
Mark Williams and LWWTR Cate 
McGillen), set up seven months 
ago, won the inter-Unit team prize. 

The signs of success had been 


business, the attendees 
enjoyed a barbecue at the 
campsite where most were 
staying. 

The weekends are going 
from strength-to-strength - 
this was the most successful 
to date - and another has 
been organised for the week¬ 
end of October 6/7. 

For further details, contact 
Lt Cdr Colin Pryde (Culdrose 
ext 7109) or CpI Warren 
Keays-Smith on Chivenor ext 
7381. 


visible in the RN championships a 
fortnight earlier, when Needham 
bagged a hat-trick in the three 
weapons, while Lt Cdr Al Richter 
and Lt Cdr Barton both took silver 
and a bronze. 

AEA Ruth Lcatherbarrow took 
the best novices medal in the 
ladies' sabre. 

Sultan took the inter-Unit com¬ 
petition. while Portsmouth 
Command, heavily loaded with 
Sultan swordsmen, won the inter- 
Command event. 

In the ladies’ event, a tense 
showdown for silver in the epee 
between Lt Cdr Myers and S/Lt 
Brooks (HMS Flying Fox), who 
had one gold each, went the way of 
the junior officer, who took the 
Champion at Arms title. LWWTR 
McGillen took epee gold. 

Future fixtures, before the main 
programme in the spring, include 
the RAF One-Hit Epee in 
September and the RN Knock-Out 
in November, while the annual 
friendly against the Channel Island 
club Sarnia is in October. 

For more information on the 
sport contact Lt Cdr Mike Barton 
(93843 2329). 


Surfing course is a success 


Martial arts 
team causes 
a commotion 

A ROYAL Navy/Royal Marines 
martial arts team caused quite a 
stir at the intcr-Scrvice champi¬ 
onships -just by turning up. 

The Navy had made its debut in 
2000, and the team was little-pre¬ 
pared for what faced them, despite 
putting up a good fight. Shortly 
after that, the Navy’s Martial Arts 
Association was officially formed, 
and it was decided that 2001 would 
be a different story. 

Having warmed up at the 
Millennium Challenge - a Nav>’ 
championship, organised by LPT 
Taff Davies, run on the same lines 
as the inter-Services and attended 
by 38 practitioners - and put in 
two days of intense training, the 
squad was ready for the main 
event. 

45 Cdo RM Condor provided a 
seniors grade ka itc team, which 
came third on a tie-break, while 
MID Shoni Grant took second in 
the Taekwondo coloured belt com¬ 
petition. 

In individual competitions, Lt 
Stubbs (Ycovilton) and OM 
Birking (HMS Sceptre) fought 
their way to the quarter-finals of 
the coloured-belt Kumitc and PO 
Flint took second in the 
Taekwondo coloured-belt contest, 
while in the black-belt event, Lt 
Clark (RM Stonehouse) reached 
the semi-finals, and Mne Lister 
(42 Cdo), despite not training or 
sparring for a number of years, 
won his competition. 

In the team events, the Karate 
Black Belts came second, the 
Taekwondo came third - and the 
RN/RM Taekwondo Black Belts 
took the title Inter-Services 
Champions 2001. 

Next year’s event will be hosted 
by the RN/RM and anyone who 
wishes to join the association 
should contact Lt Gary Stubbs 
(93510 6707) or CPO Chris' Cross 
(9375 67838). 

Soccer coach 
is aiming high 

THE NAVY’S football manager 
has been putting coaching training 
into practice in the Gulf. 

CC(WEA) Steve Johnson, who 
is taking a UEFA coaching qualifi¬ 
cation through the National Sports 
Centre at Lilleshall. was on 
deployment with HMS Lancaster, 
and used his time during port visits 
to train local youngsters. 

The 38-year-old defender - the 
Navy's most capped player with 
215 games and 50 goals in his days 
as a striker - said he found himself 
beside former professional players 
at Lilleshall, but his ability to com¬ 
municate more than compensated 
for lack of top-flight experience. 

Steve has already spent a week 
helping Peter Reid at his home¬ 
town club. Sunderland, and hopes 
to take his chances in the profes¬ 
sional game when he leaves the 
Service. 


Champion takes it on last green 


AFTER coming close on a number 
of occasions, Lt Cdr Darrvl 
Whitehead (771 NAS) became Navyr 
golf champion following a final- 
green drama befitting a Hollywood 
film, writes Cdr Gary Skinns. 

The championships, at Bruntsfield 
Golf Links on the outskirts of 
Edinburgh, had a new format, combin¬ 
ing the matchplay and strokeplay cham¬ 
pionships in one week’s golf - a pattern 
which is likely to be continued. 

Whitehead set out his stall from the 
start with an impressive three-under- 
par 68 in the First round - the low round 
of the event. 

Navy captain Lt Guy Norris (819 
NAS) and Lt Terry Taylor (RNAS 
Culdrose) were still in the running after 
two rounds, but Cdr Ian Yuill 


(DNPC'P), a veteran of over 1(X) Navy 
caps, was the main threat. 

Playing some of his best golf for 
years. Yuill produced rounds of 70 and 

72, to trail by two at the half-way mark. 
With both Norris and Taylor slipping, 

Yuill produced a good third round of 

73, drawing level with Whitehead. 

But Whitehead gained the 
upper hand over the closing 
holes, and stood on the 18th tee 
two shots better off, with four to 
spare over Norris, who was in 
the clubhouse in third place. 

An uncharacteristic hook off the tee 
saw Whitehead's ball finish under a 
bush, from where he could only play it 
back on to the fairway off his knees. 

Yuill hit the green with his second, 
and when his putt dropped for a spec¬ 


tacular birdie, Whitehead had to hole 
an 18-footcr or enter a play-off. 

With a sizeable gallery watching, his 
nerve held and the ball was put away, 
scaling a winning score of 289, the low¬ 
est ever for the 72-hole event. 

Nine players broke the 300 barrier, 
an indication of the rise in standards 
within Navy golf - and terrific news for 
the selectors pondering over permuta¬ 
tions for the inter-Services team. 

The intcr-Command strokeplay 
championship was just as close, with 
favourites Naval Air Command just 
managing to hold off the Royal Marines 
by two shots over 18 counting rounds. 

The other favourites were Fleet, led 
by WO Trevor Sharp (FOSF), but hav¬ 
ing failed to produce the goods in the 
strokeplay event, they made amends in 
the matchplay championship with five 


wins from Five matches, notching their 
First ever win in this event. 

The following week a weakened Navy 
team was beaten 11-4 by a strong 
Dorset in an annual match at 
Broadstone. 

The season is drawing to its climax in 
the shape of the inter-Scrvicc champi¬ 
onships. The ladies play at Cumberwell 
Park, Wiltshire, on September 2-5, and 
the men defend their title at Fulford, 
York, on September 16-20. 

The upsurge in Navy golf will be 
helped and supported by a recent and 
generous sponsorship deal. 
Portsmouth-based ship repairers Fleet 
Support Ltd has agreed to sponsor the 
teams for the remainder of the season, 
and the backing has already helped to 
support the successful Navy 
Championships Week. 



• Cdr Nigel Ove ring ton, vice-chairman of the 
RN Golf Association, and Peter McIntosh, FSL 
managing director, tee off the sponsorship deal 
on the flight deck of Invincible. 
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Rider sets 
out to make 
up for his 
mistake 

LRO CHRIS Scott, of HMS 
Grimsby, battled his way to 
6th place overall in the 
Southern Motocross 
Championships at Elvetham. 

After building a substantial 
lead in race one, he crashed 
out on lap three and eventual¬ 
ly re-mounted his Yamaha 
YZ400F to finish in 15th place. 

Determined to make up for 
the mistake in race one, he 
got an excellent start and held 
on to take first place. 

A poor start in the third and 
final race saw him battle from 
the middle of the 30 riders to 
claw his way through the field 
to finish 3rd. The combined 
results over the three races 
was enough to take the 6th- 
place trophy. 

LRO Scott said “I had built 
such a good lead in race one I 
should have eased off. I was 
just pushing too hard, but 
overall I'm happy with my per¬ 
formance”. 

The RN's other hope for the 
Championships, POSTD 
Robbie Robson (HMS York) 
was unable to race due to a 
crash sustained in a previous 
meeting which left him with a 
broken wrist and dislocated 
fingers. 

Both riders have had a 
string of good results so far 
this season, and POSTD 
Robson is putting his 
enforced spare time to good 
use by compiling a newsletter 
for anyone interested in 
motocross, with the ultimate 
aim of establishing a RN 
Motocross club. 

Anyone interested in 
motocross can contact 
POSTD Robbie Robson or 
LRO Chris Scott, or catch 
them most Wednesday 
evenings at the RN Motorcycle 
Club at HMS Sultan. 

US Marines 
lose... again 

THE US Marines failed to end 
their losing streak in the scries of 
mad races against the Royal Navy 
- the latest being the Torbay Half 
Marathon in Devon. 

Scoring was on the basis of the 
times of the best three men and 
the first woman home, and it was 
the Navy, led by Mne Brian Cole 
(45 Cdo) in 4th place, who packed 
better. 

WO Steve Payne (RM 
Bickleigh) came 6th, CpI Mark 
Goodridge (JHQ North wood) 8th 
and WWTR Nicky Busby (JHQ 
Northwood) came 4th in her race. 

Less than three minutes sepa¬ 
rated the British from the 
Americans, but it was the host 
team which celebrated - especially 
as the Navy also took the overall 
team competition. 

Plymouth wane 
under floodlights 



Sean stuns his cycling rivals 


A NAVY rider took the inter- 
Services ten-mile cycling time 
trial championship in the first 
show-down between the top 
Service riders for some time. 

POPT Sean Childs (BRNC) 
(left), better known for his 
prowess in triathlons, stunned 
the other 80 or so riders by fin¬ 
ishing in 21m 38s, which also 
brought him the RN title. 


Other good times went to 
Capt Ian Houvenaghel RM 
(JSU Northwood), Lt Cdr Mark 
Fieldsend (FOSF) and CPO 
Chris Mullan (HMS 
Nottingham). 

The next day saw the Army’s 
top man - Scottish Common¬ 
wealth Games cyclist Duncan 
Urquhart - sweep to victory in 
the 25-mile event in 52m 47s. 

Sean Childs again took the 


Navy title, finishing in 56m 24s 
despite taking a wrong turn. 

Mark Fieldsend and CRS 
Trevor Blagg (JSU Northwood) 
recorded personal bests, and 
helped the Navy team to sec¬ 
ond place ahead of the RAF. 

For more details on RN and 
RM cycling, contact Trevor 
Blagg on 9360 43508, or see 
the club website at www.btin - 
ternet. com /- navycycling 


Stroll in the park 
for top triathletes 



• OM Grant Fraser in action for the Navy in the Rundle Cup at Tidworth. Picture: la(Phot) Angie Pearce 

Prince leads RN to cup win 


THE PRINCE of Wales captained 
the Royal Navy to victory in the 
annual polo match with the Army 
for the Rundle Cup at Tidworth. 

Watched with a crowd of around 
2,500. the Navy struck immediately 
from the throw-in with a goal from 
the Prince of Wales, though the 
Army swiftly equalised. 

By half-time the Navy had edged 
into a 3-1 lead with goals from Lt 


Cdr Andrew Aplin and Capt 
Richard Mason, but the game was 
still there for the taking. 

The second half saw the Navy 
storm into an unassailable lead 
with some excellent team play and 
further goals by Aplin and Mason, 
who completed his hat-trick. 

In the final chukker the Army 
scored a second, but the Navy’s 
Royal captain struck back, setting 
up a seventh for OM Grant Fraser. 


The Rundle Cup, sponsored by 
Humayun Mughal of Akhter 
Computers, was presented to the 
Prince by C-in-C Fleet, Admiral 
Sir Alan West. 

The event also raised money for 
the British Forces Foundation 
charity and INSPIRE. 

Lt Cdr Ian Annett played in a 
winning Combined Services team 
in the second match of the day 
against Eastern Circuit USA. 


A RECORD 145 competitors, 
including defending men s cham¬ 
pion CpI Gary Gerrard, competed 
m the RN/RM Triathlon champi¬ 
onships at HMS Raleigh. 

In glorious weather, athletes 
like Gerrard - selected to repre¬ 
sent Great Britain at the 
European Duathlon Champion¬ 
ships - and POWWTR Vicki 
Norton, representing GB at the 
World Triathlon Championships, it 
was a stroll in the park. 

But for the majority of the 
novice field it was a nattle to over¬ 
come heal, the Cornish country¬ 
side and their own frailty. 

Gerrard and Norton took the 
open titles, while Lt Bryce 
(BRNC) and POWRN Gannon 
(CINCFLEET) took the novice 
events. 

If you want to know more about 
the sport, contact POPT Scan 
Childs at BRNC ext 7185. 

ShPivenham 
boat to race 
in the Fastnet 

A TRI-SERVICE entry in the 
2(H) 1 Fastnet yacht race is gearing 
up for the big event with an eye on 
the inter-Services cup. 

Exercise Ocean Cormorant will 
see a crew of 20 students and staff 
from the Joint Services Command 
and Staff College at Shrivenham 
compete in the 605-milc biennial 
race, due to start on August 12. 

As well as military representa¬ 
tives, the crew will include a civil 
servant and a French naval officer. 
Their yacht is the leased 65ft Spirit 
of Minerva, which won the 1999 
Millennium Round the World race. 

The team hopes to raise £1,000 
through sponsorship for the 
Fitzwaryn School for special needs 
children in Wantage, and would 
still like to hear from sponsors. 

For more details, contact Maj 
Charlie Sykes at Shrivenham, tel 
01793 788085 or email 

1sykes @ jscsc.org 



• LPT Steve Losh. 


PTIs show 
the way 
on court 

WELL-PREPARED grass courts 
and a bout of good weather helped 
make the Royal Navy tennis cham¬ 
pionships at Burnaby Road an 
absorbing competition. 

It proved a gtxid year for the 
PTIs. with Steve Losh and Jcannie 
Bone winning their respective sin¬ 
gles contests and Dollv Gray join¬ 
ing C’hris Slinger in winning the 
men's doubles. 

WO Nikki Hudson partnered 
Surg Lt Jo Cooke to victory in the 
ladies* doubles - in what proved the 
closest final, the pair clinched the 
title in a third-set tie-break ewer 
Carolyn Crumplin and Di Lloyd. 

The championships saw the 
final visit of American exchange 
officer Mike Wojick before he 
returns to the United States, and 
he takes two trophies with him 
after clinching the veterans’ sin¬ 
gles crown and pairing up with Jo 
Cooke to win the mixed doubles. 

A number of new players caught 
the eye, with OM Matt Short 
(HMS Exeter) taking the men’s 
plate and MID Oily Craven (HMS 
Nottingham) the juniors’ trophy. 

The teams now go to the inter- 
Services competition at 
Wimbledon before the ladies' tour 
to the Far East and the men travel 
down under to Australia. 

Home team 
takes gun run 

HOME advantage paid off in the 
Brickwoods Field Gun competi¬ 
tion, with HMS Collingwood A 
taking the prestigious trophy. 

Runners-up, just a fraction 
behind, were HMS Heron, with 
HMS Excellent third, followed by 
HM ships Caledonia. Seahawk 
and Collingwood B. 

Other trophies went as follows: 
Plate 2 winners: Sultan B; Plate 1 
winners: Sultan A Best B Crew 
aggregate time: Collingwood B. 
Best aggregate time: Colling¬ 
wood A; Least penalties: 
Caledonia; Fastest time: Colling¬ 
wood A (competition record of 1 m 
18.8s); Best FAAcrew: Heron. 

Wave rulers 

CHOPPY conditions brought the 
best from surf kayak and waveski 
contestants at the Navy champi¬ 
onships in Cornwall. 

S/Lt Charlie Briggs (BRNC) 
took the ladies’ kayak, CPO Andy 
Vine (SM2) won the waveski, and 
OM Lee Singers (HMS 
Vengeance) won the kayak. 


Novice helps guide rally man to victory 


PLYMOUTH Command was one 
of four teams to represent the 
Royal Navy for the first time at the 
Akrotiri International Floodlit 
Rugby 10s in Cyprus. 

The West Country team record¬ 
ed wins against a locallv-bascd 
Army side (44-0) and the RAF 
Odiham Eagles (22-0). but came 
unstuck against the 22nd Regt 
Welsh gunners (13-0). 

Sadly, in the knock-out phase 
the Plymouth team were drawn 
against one of the favourites, the 
Fijian side that was the King’s 
Own Royal Borderers, losing a 
gripping match I7-S. 

Also representing the Navy 
were RN Scotland, 42 Cdo and the 
Royal Marines select. 


ONE of the Navy's most successful rally 
drivers achieved a spectacular win in his 
first competition with the most power¬ 
ful class of cars, w rites Dominic Blake. 

C’PO Pete Hopkins became Network O 
national tarmac champion in 1998, but he 
entered the big league when he traded his 
1300cc Skoda Felicia for a 260 BHP Sierra 
Cosworth Turbo 

And in his debut drive at the IC'M & 
Presto Print Stages at Avon Park, near 
Bournemouth, he won First in Class, despite 
the considerable handicap of a novice navi¬ 
gator from Navy New s*. 

CPO Hopkins offered the co-drive to me 
as he prepared to enter the Cosworth in the 
RN Automobile Club Frostbite Rally at 
Predannack Airfield in Cornwall. 

But the foot and mouth outbreak put paid 
to that plan and now Blake had to do the job 


for real as the car negotiated chicanes, hair¬ 
pins, narrows, merges and splits at well over 
KKImph. 

Unforgiving tarmac and concrete surfaces 
at the venue began to take a heavy toll on the 
field of 90 cars, and the first-round with¬ 
drawals included sonic of the most experi¬ 
enced drivers and a World Rally competitor. 

The Navy’s other entry on the day. the fast 
but fragile 1600cc Ford Fiesta driven by WO 
Trevor Owen (JHC) with his son Martyn as 
navigator, found the conditions punishing. 

The engineering skills of the RN support 
team, led by CPO Nick Fernandes of the 
Commando Helicopter Force, were vital in 
keeping both cars on the road. 

Engineers LOM Buzz Honey. OM Matt 
Geldard and PCT Tristan Drew from HMS 
Dryad and LMEA Kevin Westbrook from 
HMS Sultan, had to replace a tracking con¬ 
trol arm. two compression struts and an 


alternator before the Fiesta was finally 
forced to retire in the fourth of eight stages. 

Hopkins, meanwhile, was becoming 
increasingly confident in the four-wheel- 
drive Cosworth as the latest phase in his rally 
driving career literally took off - with forest 
suspension, the car was airborne on almost 
every stage. 

As an aircraft controller in the 
Navy. CPO Hopkins has had some 
basic flying training. And he found 
that landing was still the tricky bit, 
obliging the support team to batter 
out several dents in the Sierra’s steel 
sump guard as the car came back to 
earth with a bang 

B\ the end of the eighth and final stage, 
consistently good timing> and the 
Cosworth’s ability to survive the pounding 
when others failed or withdrew was enough 


to secure victory in E Class and a highly 
respectable ranking overall. 

CPO Hopkins said: “In the Skoda I could 
drive flat out all the way. win the class but 
still finish way down overall, behind the 
more powerful ears. That’s why I bought the 
Sierra. 

“This rally was really supposed to be a 
shakedown for the car, and I was aiming to 
finish in tile top 30. We've done that. In,, 
winning First in Class as well is fantastic.” 

He added that his success could not have 
been achieved without the help of the volun¬ 
teer support team, the RN A. RM Sports 
Lottery, which pul up £2,(XW) towards the 
cost of the Sierra Cosworth, and to the RN 
Automobile Club for providing transport. 

■ For more information on motor sport in 
the Navy contact WO Trevor Owen at JHC, 
HQ Land. Wilton, or Lt Paul Diver at HMS 
Raleigh. 
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Commandos receive new Colours 


HMS COLLINGWOOD is to become the sole site for 
maritime warfare training in Britain under implemen¬ 
tation of the Defence Training Review. 


Big increase 
in medals for 
this Jubilee 

ALMOST 150,000 more 
Service people will receive the 
Queen’s Golden Jubilee 
Medal next year than those 
awarded the Silver Jubilee 
Medal in 1977. 

Only 9,000 medals were struck 
to mark the 25th anniversary of 
the Queen’s accession which at the 
time led to widespread dis¬ 
appointment, medals having to be 
allocated. 

Next year, all Service people 
with five years’ service will receive 
the Golden Jubilee Medal. 

A Navy spokesman said the 
five-year condition was appropri¬ 
ate - it had applied to the 
Coronation Medal of 1953 as well 
as the Silver Jubilee Medal, and 
was the qualifying period for the 
full Service resettlement package. 


The Hampshire establish¬ 
ment was named as the site of 
a new Integrated Maritime 
Warfare School in a written 
Commons answer by Armed 
Forces Minister Adam Ingram 
given on July 19. 

But the decision will mean the 
closure of the present maritime 
warfare school at HMS Dryad near 
Portsmouth. 

It will go no later than 2011 - 
“although vigorous efforts will be 
made to advance this date to max¬ 
imise the operational and financial 
benefits,” said the Minister. 

It was intended that “substantial 
elements” of Dryad would progres¬ 
sively transfer to Colling-wood 
over the next few years. 

The Navy’s comprehensive 
review of its training estate, pub¬ 
lished in March and chaired by 
Vice Admiral Jonathon Band, has 
resulted in a proposal to concen¬ 
trate Naval shore training on three 
sites including Collingwood. The 


other two are the present new entry 
training establishment at HMS 
Raleigh at Torpoint in Devon, and 
at Britannia Royal Naval College 
Dartmouth for officers. 

The moves would, said Mr 
Ingram, permit the delivery of 
more cost-effective training and 
would improve operational capa¬ 
bility. 

He also named the Naval engi¬ 
neering school at HMS Sultan as 
one of the sites being examined as 
a “benchmark or public sector 
comparator” - in Sultan’s case for 
electro-mechanical engineering 
training. 

The benchmarks would involve 
consideration of “wider options” 
including partnerships with the pri¬ 
vate sector - and private sector 
providers were being encouraged 
to propose innovative solutions. 

However, selection of a bench¬ 
mark site did not imply that the 
Ministry of Defence had taken a 
decision to continue training there. 

Other “benchmark sites” under 


consideration are RAF Cosford for 
aeronautical engineering training; 
the Defence School of Transport at 
Leconfield for logistic training; the 
Defence Intelligence and Security 
Centre at Chicksands for security, 
intelligence, language and photog¬ 
raphy training; the Royal School of 


Signals at Blandford for communi¬ 
cations and information systems 
training; and RAF Halton for joint 
personnel administration and 
police training. 

Detailed proposals for all the 
measures will be subject to consul¬ 
tative procedures. 


ALL three Royal Marines Commandos 
have been presented with new Queen s 
and Regimental Colours by the Duke of 
Edinburgh at a spectacular parade on 
Plymouth Hoe. 

The Duke, who has been Captain General 
of the Royal Marines since 1952, spoke of 
the role of the Corps in recent years, 
reminding spectators: 

“Since 1976 alone, the Royal Marines 
have seen action in 19 different countries 


including the highly successful deployment 
to the Falkland Islands." 

The parade was commanded by Brigadier 
Roger Lane, Commander of 3 Commando 
Brigade, and the Guard from each unit was 
led by their Commanding Officer - Lt Cols 
David Capewell (40 Cdo), David Hook (42 
Cdo) and Tim Chicken (45 Cdo). 

Among the guests were the Deputy 
Commander of the US Marine Corps, the 
Commandant of the Dutch Marines, the First 


Sea Lord, Admiral Sir Nigel Essenhigh, and 
C-in-C Fleet, Admiral Sir Alan West. 

On completion of the parade - one of the 
biggest military events ever staged in 
Plymouth - the Royal Marines marched 
through the city. The Duke of Edinburgh and 
the men of the Corps then attended a recep¬ 
tion at the Guildhall before returning for 
lunch at RM Stonehouse. 

The three units were last presented with 
their Colours in 1952 in Malta. 


COLLINGWOOD 
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Pompey 

build-up 

through 

frigate 

orders 

THREE more Type 45 
destroyers are to be ordered 
by the Ministry of Defence in a 
£4.3 billion deal which will see 
warship construction take 
place in Portsmouth Naval 
Base for the first time in 
decades. 

The prospective order - which, 
subject to satisfactory negotia¬ 
tions, will yield six ships in a 
planned class of 12 - was given to 
prime contractor BAE Systems, 
but the work will be shared with 
Vosper Thornycroft, the firm 
which built three of the current 
Type 42 destroyers. 

Vospers will build and outfit the 
front sections, the funnels and the 
masts for all Daring-class ships, 
with other elements being built by 
BAE Systems Marine on the 
Clyde at Govan and Scotstoun. 

The sections will be taken 
by barge to Barrow-in- 
Furness, where all except 
the first of class will be 
assembled and launched. 
The exception - HMS 
Daring - will be assembled 
and launched at Scotstoun. 

Defence Secretary Geoff Hoon 
said the larger volume of work 
gave stability to Britain’s warship¬ 
building industry and offered the 
best prospect of achieving the in- 
service date of 2007 for Daring. 
Two others - Dauntless and 
Diamond - will follow in 2009. 

The 7,200-ton Type 45 will suc¬ 
ceed the Type 42 air defence 
destroyers. 

Vosper is planning a new ship¬ 
building facility within Portsmouth 
Naval Base, with work under way 
by the end of this year, and work 
on the ship possibly starting in 
early 20003 

The last warship to be built at 
Portsmouth was the Leander-class 
frigate HMS Andromeda, which 
was launched in 1967. 



Bulldog 
has had 


SURVEY ship HMS Bulldog 
has completed her final 
deployment, and returned 
to her home port of 
Devonport flying her 
decommissioning pennant 
after 33 years of service. 

Bulldog left the UK at the 
beginning of the year to con¬ 
duct surveys around the Gulf, 



an important part of the deploy¬ 
ment being to pave the way for 
the tri-Service Exercise Saif 
Sareea in the autumn off Oman. 

Her first deployment, in 1969, 
also took her to the Gulf, but in 
those days, with the Suez 
Canal closed, she had to take 
the long route via South Africa, 
a journey of 54 days as 
opposed to the 34 it took her 
this time. 

Her final task involved work 
around the Isle of Man - a 
deployment of around 20,000 
nautical miles. 

On retirement she is the old¬ 
est ship operating out of 
Devonport, but her equipment 
has undergone several updates 
to meet advances in surveying 
techniques. 


She also changed livery five 
years ago, along with other 
units of the Surveying 
Squadron, when her white hull 
and buff funnel were repainted 
‘Pusser’s grey’, and her pen¬ 
nant number changed from 
A317 to H317. 

Once she formally decom¬ 
missions at the end of July, she 
will be handed over to the 
Ships Disposal Agency for 
sale. 

Launched in 1968, Bulldog 
with her sister-ship HMS 
Beagle are to be replaced by 
two new vessels, Echo and 
Endurance, under construction 
in Devon. Echo is due in ser¬ 
vice towards the end of 2002, 
with Endurance following a 
year later. Picture: LA(PHOT) Sean Clee 


Grimsby a 
big noise 
in Baltic 

HMS Grimsby returned to 
Portsmouth on July 4 after a 
high-profile deployment to the 
Baltic, where she helped clear 
unexploded weapons from sea 
lanes. 

Grimsby and her sister-ship 
HMS Bangor spent ten days in the 
bay of Riga on Operation 
Cleenex, hunting for ordnance left 
over from wartime and the with¬ 
drawal of the Soviet Union. 

Besides the explosives dumped 
by the Russians, an estimated 
85,000 mines were laid in the 
Baltic during both world wars. 

Britain has participated in the 
international clearance operation 
each year since 1998, vessels previ¬ 
ously involved being HM ships 
Atherstone, Inverness, Quorn and 
Chiddingfold. 

Using Remote Controlled Mine 
Disposal Vehicles - miniature sub- 
mersibles - the Sandown-class 
ships this year cleared 21 live 
mines and depth charges, a total 
of eight tons of explosives. 

Cdr John Murphie, the ships’ 
Squadron Commander, said: “The 
C-in-C of the Latvian Navy was 
extremely grateful for our co¬ 
operation and we have an open 
invitation to return at any time.” 

Grimsby, commanded by Lt 
Cdr Keith Furlong, had been on 
deployment for three months. 
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